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THE ITHACA DIALECT,
A STUDY OF PRESENT ENGLISH,

BY

OLIVEE FARRAR EMERSON, A.M.,

Instructor in English, Cornell University.

PREFACE.

This treatise is a study of the phonology of present English

as spoken by the common people of Ithaca, New York. Since

the material has been collected from people little influenced by
the schools, the English here presented may be considered a

natural outgrowth, under the conditions attending the coloniza

tion of New England in the seventeenth century, and the later

migration toWestern New York toward the last of the eighteenth

and the beginning of the nineteenth centuries. Special attention

has been paid to the phonology as the proper basis of dialect

study, and because no attempt has been made to present with

completeness the phonology of any English dialect. However

incomplete this treatment may be, it is believed such study may

be of no small value in showing the development of the English

language. This is the more necessary, also, because dialect study

in England has confined itself almost wholly to the collection of

peculiar words, leaving out of account the phonetic development

and the underlying laws of change.

In the collection of material many facts pertaining to inflec

tional forms and syntax were obtained, as well as a considerable

number of new words, or of words in new uses. But it has

seemed best to omit these, except so far as they illustrate the

phonology, reserving them for a more systematic treatment than

is possible here.

The writer does not wish to claim indulgence for the errors

that may be found in his work. Whether they are many or few

for such a pioneer attempt, those who know the difficulties of the

85



86 DIALECT NOTES.

task will be best able to judge, and the judgment of these alone

is worthy of consideration.

It remains to acknowledge my indebtedness to those whose

assistance and encouragement has materially aided in bringing
this treatise to completion. The list of abbreviations will indi

cate sufficiently the books and authors most frequently consulted.

But I am especially indebted to Professor Benj. I. Wheeler, of

Cornell University, for the suggestion of the work and constant

encouragement in it ; to Professor Friedrich Kluge, of the Uni

versity of Jena, for advice as to the arrangement of material, and

for a critical examination of the Germanic element ; to Professor

Dietrich Behrens, of Giessen, for examination of the Romance ele

ment ; lastly and pre-eminently, to my teacher, Professor James

Morgan Hart, of Cornell University, not only for valuable train

ing in English philology, but particularly for his searching and

painstaking review of this paper, when presented to the Univer

sity as a thesis for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy. To these,

therefore, I make special acknowledgment, and to them I dedicate

this monograph as a token of gratitude and esteem.

O. F. E.

Itkxca, New York, March 1, 1891.

ii



THE ITHACA DIALECT. 87

TABLE OF CONTENTS.

I. Introduction.

Historical and Ethnographic 90

The Speech Conditions 97

II. The Phonology.

The Vowels and their Symbols 100

Quantity and Quality 100

III. Historical Relations.

Tables showingDevelopment 103

Summary of Development from Middle English Ill

IV. The Vowels op the Ithaca Dialect.

The Vowel a, etc 116

The Diphthongs 151

Variations in Quantity 155

V. The Consonants 160

VI. Conclusion 169

ui



88 DIALECT NOTES.
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Du.

EEP.

Eng. Dial,
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Behrens, Beitrage zur Geschichte der franzosischen Sprache in

England.

Chaucer.

ten Brink, Chaucer's Sprache und Verskunst.

consonant.

contraction.

Danish.

Dutch.

Ellis's Early English Pronunciation.

English dialect, or dialectic.

French.

German.

Greek.

Gothic.

Sweet's History of English Sounds.

Icelandic.

Indian (North American).

Italian.

Ithaca Dialect.

Kluge's Etymologisches Worterbuch.

Latin.

London English, as in Sweet's History of English Sounds.

Modern English.

Middle English.

Late Middle English.

Mercian.

The New English Dictionary.

Old English (Anglo-Saxon).

Sweet's Oldest English Texts.

Old French.

Old High German.

Old Norse.

Orm, Ormulum.

palatal.

Paul und Braune's Beitrage zur Geschichte der deutschen Spr%che

und Literatur.

Paul's Grundriss der Germanischen Philologie.

Pogatscher's Zur Lautlehre der griechischen, lateinischen und

romanischen Lelmworte im Altenglischen.

Portuguese.

iv



THE ITHACA DIALECT. 89

PrPh. Sweet's Primer of Phonetics, 1890.

sb. substantive.

Scand. Scandinavian.

Sie. Sievers, Angelsachsische Grammatik.

Skt. Skeat's Etymological Dictionary.

Span. Spanish.

Swed. Swedish.

WG. West Germanic.

WS. West Saxon.

1WS. Late West Saxon.

Wye. Wyclif.

< from, or derived from.

TABLE OF EQUIVALENTS FOR ITHACA DIALECT.

Vowels.

a (short) as in hot, top.

a (long)
se (short)
se (long)
e (short)
e (long)

"
card, father.

"

at, rat, man.

"
raft, path, grass.

"

pet, hen.

'

pay, name, fate.

e (before r) as in her, curl, word.

i (short) as in hit, bid, pin.

i (long)
"

machine, bee, seed.

o (long open) as in law, haul.

6 (short close)
"

only, home (sel

dom).

6 (long close) as in no, note, tone.

13 (short open)
"

but, up, son.

u (short close)
' '

full, pull, book.

fi (long close) as in fool, rude, yu

in use.

ai as in time, pine.

au
"

round, house.

oi
"

choice, coin.

iu "

few, abuse.

With a Glide before r.

aeg as in fair, there.

ia ' '

fear, near.

68 ' '

more, pour.

U9
' '

poor, tour.

aia
' ' fi/e. r

aug
' '

hour, power

Consonants.

b, d, f, g as in go, get, h, k, 1, m, n, p, r always as in red, road, s voice

less, t, v, w, y, z as usual. In addition :

t/ for ch in church.f for sh in she, shed.

5
"

z
"

azure, s in pleasure.

\> "
th
" think.

g
" th this, there.

rj
ng'

singing.

sink.

ds
"

j, dg in judge.

kw "
quin quiet.

hw"
voh

"

when, where.

ks "
x

"

tax, wax.

gz
"

x
"

exact, exist.
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I. INTRODUCTION.

1. HISTORICAL AND ETHNOGRAPHIC.

In order to understand the ethnographic conditions of Ithaca,

it is necessary to glance at the settlement of the western part of

New York state, and some account of the district from the earli

est colonial times will be. found useful. The Dutch colonists of

New York gave the name Terra Incognita to the territory west

of Albany, or Fort Orange, as it was called. In 1683, after the

Dutch colony had come into the possession of the English, the

legislature divided the province into twelve counties, and gave

the name Albany County to what is now the western part of the

state. The western part of Albany was erected into a new

county in 1772, with the name Tryon, in honor of the governor

of the province. After the peace, in 1784, the name of the
Tory-

governor Tryon was replaced by Montgomery, in recognition of

General Montgomery of Quebec fame. The county was also

divided into five districts, two of which, German Flats and Kings-

land, embraced the western part so far as it was then settled, or

open for settlement. In 1788 the German Flats were divided,
and the western part called Whitestown from Judge White, a

prominent citizen who had immigrated from Middletown, Connec

ticut, and had induced many from his native state to settle in

Western New York. Whitestown was later separated into

Whitestown, to the western limit of the present Madison

County; Mexico, including the eastern half of the Military

Tract, as it was called ; and Paris, embracing the western half of

this
tract.1

The Military Tract is the title of lands set apart by New

York state for her soldiers of the Revolution. In 1781, in order

to recruit the armies of the revolting colonies, the legislature

passed a resolution, pledging the faith of the state, to give to

every citizen who should enlist for three years, or until the close

1
Onondaga, by Joshua V. H. Clark, Syracuse, N.Y., 1849, Vol. I, p. 381.

1
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of the war, five hundred acres of land as soon after the war as

the land could be surveyed.1

This resolution was followed by
the law of July 25, 1782, setting apart lands for military boun

ties. "The tract included all the lands in Tryon County (all

west of Albany County), bounded northward by Lake Ontario,
Onondaga (Oswego) River, and Oneida Lake; west by a line

drawn from the mouth of Great Sodus Bay (on Lake Ontario)
though the most westerly inclination of Seneca Lake ; south by
an east and west line drawn through the most southerly inclina

tion of Seneca Lake." 2
The lands so set apart were, however,

still owned by the Indians, so that settlement was delayed

some years after the close of the war. The state acquired

the territory belonging to the Onondaga Indians, by treaty of

Sept. 12, 1788, at Fort Schuyler, or Stanwix (now Utica).

On the 25th of February, in the following year, the lands of

the Cayuga Indians were also purchased by treaty at
Albany.3

By an act of Feb. 28, 1789, -the legislature formally appropri

ated the Indian lands recently acquired to the payment of Rev

olutionary soldiers, in accordance with the resolution and act of

1781-2. In 1791 Herkimer County was formed from the western

part of Montgomery, and in 1794 the Military Tract was made a

separate county and called
Onondaga.4

The western boundary of the Military Tract (Onondaga

County) was Ontario County, or the Genesee Country, as it was

usually
called.5

The original grant by James I in 1620 to the

Massachusetts colonies was a tract of land extending from the

Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean. This grant was renewed in 1693

by William and Mary, no change being made in the western

boundary of the province. But in 1663 the Province of New

York was granted by Charles II to the Duke of York and

Albany, afterwards James II. The result was that each state,

as early as 1683, laid claim to certain lands of the Province of

New York by virtue of original grants, but as there were no

settlers in the country for more than a century, no adjustment of

the claims was made during this time. By acts of legislature,
New York in 1781, and Massachusetts in 1784-5, ceded to Con-

1 Sketches of Rochester and Western New York, by Henry O'Reilley,

Rochester, 1838, p. 186.

2 Ibid. p. 156. * Onondaga, Vol. I, pp. 381-2.
3 Ibid. pp. 109-10. 6 Ibid. Vol. I, pp. 381-2.

2
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gress all lands west of the present boundary of New York

state,1

and in the following year, Dec. 16, 1786, delegates from

both states met at Hartford, where a compromise was effected in

respect to the disputed claims. By this compromise Massachu

setts obtained exclusive preemption rights to the lands between

the Military Tract and the western boundary of the state, while

New York retained all rights of government, sovereignty, and

jurisdiction.2 In accordance with this arrangement the Massa

chusetts preemption lands were, in 1789, erected into Ontario'

County, before this time nominally a part of Montgomery

County.

We may now return to Ithaca and Tompkins County. In

1799 the county of Cayuga was set off from Onondaga, and in

1804 Seneca County was formed from Cayuga. A new county

was erected in 1817, from the southern portions of Cayuga and

Seneca counties, and named after Governor Tompkins. Tomp

kins County received from Seneca the townships of Hector

Ulysses (Military townships 21, 22), and from Cayuga Dryden

and the south half of Locke and Genoa (Military townships 23,

18, 17). To these were added, in March, 1822, the towns of

Caroline, Danby, and Cayuta, formerly parts of Tioga
County.3-

Since that time the county has retained its present boundaries.

The city of Ithaca is included in the town of the same name,

one of three into which the old Military township of Ulysses

was divided in 1821.

These Military townships were established by act of legisla

ture in 1789, in accordance with which the Military Tract was

surveyed under the direction of General Simeon DeWitt, then

Surveyor-General of the state. They were originally twenty-six

in number, but two others were added in 1792 and 1796, making

twenty-eight, each of which contained 100 lots of 600 acres.

The drawing of lots by the Revolutionary soldiers for whom the

land was set apart took place in 1791. In 1792 the time of set

tlement, which had been limited to three years from the original

survey, was extended seven years, or to 1799.
Notwithstanding-

this extension of the time of settlement, few of the Revolution-

1 Rochester and Western New York, pp. 139-40.
2 Ibid. p. 141.

8 History of Tioga, Chemung, Tompkins, and Schuyler Counties, Philadel

phia, 1879, pp. 373-4.

3
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ary soldiers became actual
settlers.1

The patents were sold for

little or nothing, prices of lots ranging from eight to thirty
dollars for ten years after the War. This, as we shall see, mate

rially affected the character of actual settlers, and accounts for

the fact that many came from outside the limits of New York

state.

The first Americans to set foot in the country at the head of

Cayuga Lake were soldiers of Sullivan's campaign against the

Indians. In 1779 Congress had authorized Washington to send

an expedition against the Five Nations, then acting with the

forces of Great Britain. In ravaging their country Colonel

Dearborn, with a detachment of Sullivan's command, reached the

head of the lake and destroyed an Indian village not far from

where Ithaca now
stands.2

Many of these troops were New

Fyoglanders, and it is generally believed that their accounts of the

country had much to do with later settlements.3

In 1788 a party of eleven men with Indian guides left Kings

ton on the Hudson, to explore the country about Cayuga and

Seneca lakes. The following spring (1789), the year of the

military survey, three of the eleven returned and located on the

site of Ithaca. These were Jacob Yaple, Peter Hinepaw, and

Isaac Dumond, all of whom had served in the Revolution. The

first two of these were of Dutch descent, while the ancestors

of Dumond had also come from Holland, but were of French

Huguenot extraction. These settlers, however, lost their land

through carelessness or criminal negligence of their agent in

Albany, and the property came into the possession of Simeon

DeWitt, Surveyor-General of the
state.4 The immigrants them

selves moved from the village, and two of them were the first to

settle the neighboring town of
Danby.5 About 1800 the village

of Ithaca was laid out by Simeon DeWitt, and, as the lands were

now open to other than New York citizens, they were rapidly

settled.

1 Rochester and Western New York, p. 158. History of Tioga (and other)

Counties, pp. 476, 498. Pioneer History of Courtland County, by H. C.

Goodwin, New York, 1859, pp. 108-9.

2 Sullivan's Expedition, by Fred Cook, Albany, 1887, pp. 77, 376.

3 Ibid. pp. 379-80. History of New York, by Jas. Macauley, New York

and Albany, 1829, Vol. Ill, pp. 417-8.

4
Early History of Ithaca, by Horace King, Ithaca, 1847, pp. 1-12.

5
History of Tioga (and other) Counties, p. 467.

4
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To understand the possibilities of settlement, let us glance

for a moment at early routes of travel. In March, 1794, three

commissioners were appointed by the legislature to lay out a road

from Fort Schuyler (Utica) to the Cayuga ferry, or the outlet to

Cayuga
Lake.1 Little seems to have been done, however, until

1797, when the legislature improved the road to Geneva, furnish

ing the highway to the Genesee country and the northern parts

ofWestern New York. In 1804 a turnpike was built from Albany

to
Canandaigua.2

These, with the water way by the Mohawk

River, Wood Creek, Oneida Lake, and Oswego or Seneca rivers,

furnished the principal northern routes of travel. A road was

begun in 1792 from Oxford, on the Chenango River, to Ithaca at

the head of Cayuga Lake. This was completed in 1795, and,

with its eastern connection to Catskill on the Hudson,
" became

the great highway for immigration in the southern part of the

state for many years
"

;
3
with slight changes this remained the

principal east and west line of travel until supplanted by the

railroads. In 1835 it crossed the Chenango at Greene, a few

miles south of Oxford, and passed through Unadilla and Delhi to

Catskill, where it connected with boats to New York. Still one

other route belongs to very early days. In 1808 the Ithaca and

Owego turnpike was built, and stages then connected with a line

of travel from Owego through Binghamton, Delaware,Monticello,

and Montgomery to Newburgh on the Hudson, where boats could

be taken for New York City. This road, together with the water

way from Unadilla by the Susquehanna to Owego, was used from

the earliest times, and was traversed by many of the first settlers

in Tompkins
County.4 To the west Ithaca was connected with

Bath, in the heart of the Genesee country, and by Cayuga Lake

with the roads to the northern and western parts of the state, so

that it became a great distributing point for the surrounding

territory.

It is generally admitted that Western New York was settled

largely by New England people. On this point, so far as there

are historical statements, they are substantially in accord.
"New

1 Annals of New York, by John F. Watson, Philadelphia, 1846, p. 85.
2 "Between Albany and

Buffalo,"

by A. G. Hopkins, in Magazine of

American History, Vol. XIX, p. 310.

8 History of Tioga (and other) Counties, p. 423.

* Views of Ithaca, by Solomon Southwick, Ithaca, 1835, p. 44.

5
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York inland has been especially indebted to New England for its

intelligent and enterprising population. ... In a word, the

Yankees, so called, have been almost everything to Western New
York."1

"Between Seneca and Cayuga lakes the settlers are

mostly from Pennsylvania, Jersey, and the western parts of this

state, and in the other parts they are mostly emigrants from the

New England states." 2
These statements might be multiplied

almost indefinitely, and from the most diverse sources. Espe

cially are they true of the Genesee country to the west of the

Military Tract. The preemption right to this fertile valley,

gained by Massachusetts in 1786, was sold in 1788 to two of her

citizens, Nathaniel Phelps and Oliver Gorham. Settlement began

in 1789 and increased rapidly. In 1790 there were about 1000

inhabitants ; in 1804 there were 30,000 people in the territory.

Imlay, in his Topographical Description of the Western Territory
of North America, says :

" The New England settlers who have

fixed themselves on the Genesee Tract have made such favorable

reports of the climate and soil, that there are vast numbers of

their countrymen preparing to move
thither."3 "All the first

settlers in the country (the Genesee) were from New England.

. . . Indeed, until after the opening of the road to Pennsyl

vania over the Alleghany Mountains, there was scarcely an in

stance to the
contrary." 4

Almost the same influences were at work in the case of the

Military Tract and Tompkins County, and these were aided by
the rapid occupancy of this fertile land to the west. "The

county is chiefly settled by New England
emigrants."5

"The

county is settled by emigrants from various parts of the Union,
but chiefly from the New England

states."6

"The early emi

grants coming in were mostly of the Puritan stock of Massachu

setts, Vermont, and
Connecticut."7 Investigation of the facts

1 Annals of New York, p. 91.
2
Documentary History of New York, Albany, 1850, Vol. II, p. 690.

3 Ibid. Vol. II, p. 649.

4 Ibid. Vol. II, p. 670.

5 Historical Collections of the State of New York, by John W. Barber and

Henry Howe, New York, 1845, p. 552.

6 Gazetteer of the State of New York, by Thomas F. Gordon, Philadelphia,

1836, p. 730.
7
Half-Century Club of Tompkins County, by Charles G. Day, Ithaca,

1881, p. 81.

6
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in the several towns, as far as that is possible from town histories,
substantiates these

statements.1

The foreign element in the

population is small, and this, it is said by old settlers, did not

begin to come in until 1830, when some Irish laborers were

attracted by railroad construction. In 1835, out of Ithaca's

population of 6101, there were but 179 aliens and 142 people of

color.2

The county as a whole shows the same small proportion
.

of foreigners. In 1824 there were in the county 26,178 persons,

of whom 20 were not naturalized, 72 were colored. The popula

tion in 1875 was 32,897, with only 273 naturalized citizens. The

population of Ithaca in 1875 was 10,026, with 1148 foreign born

citizens, and 294 colored; but this increase of foreigners has

been comparatively recent, and has not materially affected con

ditions existing from the earliest
settlement.3

From these facts, and the examination of such records as

exist, as well as from the testimony of the oldest inhabitants,
the people of Ithaca and the surrounding country may be divided

into the following classes, in the order of numerical importance :

1. Settlers from the New England states. These may be

again divided into those who came direct from New England, and

those who took up temporary residence in other parts of the

state, mainly the eastern counties. Immigrants from New Eng
land have been most largely from Connecticut and Massachusetts.

2. Settlers from the eastern part of New York state. The

majority of these were from the counties of Ulster, Orange,

Westchester, and Dutchess, bordering on the Hudson. As was

indicated above, many of these, perhaps the most of them, were

New Englanders, or were direct from England. Of those settling

Tompkins County very few were of Dutch descent.

3. Settlers from New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and other parts

of the Union. Of these, the New Jersey people are the most

numerous. The town of Lansing, on the east side of Cayuga

Lake, and north of Ithaca, is largely settled by Pennsylvania

people, but this is not true of other parts of the county. A few

families from Maryland and Virginia came into the county in

early times, most of them taking residence in the town of Caroline.
4. Immigrants from various parts of the world. These, as

has been pointed out, are comparatively few, and they have come

i History of Tioga (and other) Counties, pp. 394-534. 2 Views of Ithaca, p. 39.
3
History of Tioga (and other) Counties, p. 392.
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mainly since 1830, or, as some say, 1850. Among foreigners the
Irish are the most numerous.

The fact that the people of Ithaca and Tompkins County are

principally from New England being established, it remains to

determine whether one of the New England states has had

greater influence than another. For this there are few unques

tionable data recorded, and local historians have made little effort

in the direction of determining such a point, though some facts

are available. From these, however, and from the testimony of

residents it seems certain that a larger number can be traced to

Connecticut than to any other state. In proof of this the fol

lowing facts are presented. Emigrants from Vermont and New

Hampshire moved west on lines of latitude very nearly, so that

they occupied Northern New York,
but'

seldom reached southern

portions of the state. The people of Massachusetts were natu

rally led into the Massachusetts preemption lands, or the Genesee

country, both by the claim of that state and by the richness of

the territory ; and even when the preemption right was sold, the

tide of immigration from that state seems to have been greater

than from any other. Massachusetts also acquired preemption

rights to ten townships south and east of Tompkins County, and

many of her citizens went to this portion of the state. This left

the region about Ithaca and Tompkins County for settlers from

the only other New England state sending out emigrants Con

necticut, and from this state they came in large numbers. There

still remain in the county two settlements, almost exclusively of

Connecticut people who came in the earliest times, the
Beers'

settlement from Fairfield County, Connecticut, and Groton, said to

have been named by people from Groton,
Connecticut.1

In early

times, there were Connecticut settlers in nearly every town, if not

in all. There were, and still are, many families in Ithaca who

claim Connecticut antecedents, and the distinct connection with

the latter state is still made by many of Ithaca's most intelligent

citizens.

2. THE SPEECH CONDITIONS.

The dialect of Ithaca is based, as has been shown, on a New

England dialect, of which the principal element is Connecticut

English. It has been modified, slightly, if at all, by the speech

1 New Topographical Atlas of Tompkins County, 1866, p. 12.

8
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of Massachusetts and New Jersey, but has remained practically

uncontaminated by the speech of foreigners. Moreover, owing

to its separation from through routes of travel since the building

of railroads, Ithaca has remained comparatively isolated, so that

it represents linguistically a speech-island in the truest sense.

So far, therefore, as the people have been uninfluenced by the

schools, their speech may be regarded as a natural outgrowth,

exemplifying the laws of phonetic change.

The investigation here presented has been made from the

speech of people essentially unaffected by the schools, or by
more than casual association with educated people. Every pre

caution has been taken, also, to obtain only the natural and unaf

fected speech, and this has been recorded at the time with great

exactness. In no case, however, did the individual know his

speech was sought, and in all cases there has been a freedom

on the part of the speaker which seemed to indicate complete

unconsciousness of the form of
expression.1 Individual peculiar

ities, clearly not representing the dialect as a whole, have been

carefully excluded, and in most cases words or expressions have

been heard several times, or from several speakers, before being
taken as typical. In a similar manner, peculiarities occasioned

by imperfect utterance, loss of teeth, or other defect of speech-

organs, have been taken into account. The speech of middle-

aged and older people has been especially investigated, in the

belief that this would more exactly represent an uncontaminated

dialect, these being less influenced by the schools or by mixture.

It remains to say that each individual whose speech has been

recorded has been born in the town or vicinity, or has been a

resident of the town for the greater part of his life. In this

respect the care with which the material was gathered will be

attested by the following statements, in regard to those from

whom the largest collections have been made :

A was born in a neighboring county, of Connecticut par

entage. He came to Ithaca about 1845, and is perhaps fifty

1 The plan actually pursued was to talk with various individuals on such

subjects as the history of the town, its business and manufactures, the cus

toms of former times. This allowed the collector to hold note-book <in hand,

and, under the guise of obtaining historical facts for future use, set down

in phonetic symbols the words used.

9
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years of age. He talks freely, and without special peculiarities

of utterance.

B came here from Connecticut, when a boy, about 1840.

Word and sentence accent are stronger than in many individuals.

C was born of Connecticut parents within a few miles of

Ithaca. He followed the sea for a few years in early life, but

this has not influenced his dialect perceptibly, except by the

introduction of nautical terms, which, however, have been made

to conform to the Ithaca dialect in character of sounds. He is

about fifty-five years of age.

D was born a few miles from the city, but he early came

to Ithaca. He thinks his parents came from Connecticut, and

this is supported by the fact that his early years were spent in

a Connecticut settlement in the county. He has no special

peculiarities of speech, and his appearance indicates that he is

about sixty years of age.

E was born in a Connecticut settlement in Tompkins

County, but early came to the village. He is about sixty-two

years old, but is active, and a rapid talker.

F was born in New Jersey, coming to Ithaca in 1820,
when one year old.

G was also born in New Jersey, but came to Ithaca when

a child. He is between fifty and sixty years of age.

H was born in the county, and has lived here ever since.

His fatherwas from New Jersey, his mother from Massachusetts.

He speaks slowly, and with precision of articulation.

I came from Albany in 1812. His name indicates Dutch

extraction, but he is thoroughly Americanized. He has the pecu

liarity of unvoicing certain voiced spirants, due probably to loss

of teeth.

J is a man of nearly eighty; was born in Westchester

County, but came to Ithaca about 1830. The peculiarities of his

expression are the loss of r, unusual here, and the sound of a

{father) in such words as dog, log, fog.

10
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II. PHONOLOGY.

1. THE VOWELS AND THEIR SYMBOLS.

1. The phonetic symbols used in this treatise are those of the

American Dialect Society, so far as they are necessary, but with

the following exceptions : a indicates the short, d the long, sound

of the same vowel, as heard long in the dialect pronunciation of

card, father, short in that of not, hot, top; tie is the long sound

of oe; iu is used instead of iu; and before r appear cea (fair,

there), id (fear, near), dd (more, pour), ud (poor, tour). For

convenience of reference the complete list of IthD. vowels and

consonants is given (2), but their quality will be treated in

proper order hereafter.

2. The vowels of the Ithaca dialect are a, d, oe, cs, e, 6, e, i,

I, b seldom, 6, o, v, u, u, d appearing in unstressed syllables and

as a glide before r, besides the diphthongs ai, au, oi, iu. The

last is a true diphthong, though rare, distinct from the yu for the

written u in use, union. The consonants are b, d, &, f g, h, k, I,

, ?h *), p, r, s, f t, ]>, v, w, y, z, 3.

S. Accent is marked only when the stress is upon some other

than the first syllable, and when required to indicate accent a

turned period is placed before the stressed vowel. For secondary

stress and its effect on vowels of unstressed syllables, see 142

et seq.

2. QUANTITY AND QUALITY.

4. In distinguishing quantity, long and short will be com

monly used, even when finer distinctions might be made. The

vowels e, e, i, d (not common), u, 9, are always short ; , %, 6, u,

are always long ; 0 is usually long, but is half-long
1
before voiced.

consonants ; is usually short, but is lengthened somewhat

before voiced consonants and the fricatives ; a and oe appear as

both short and long, the former being short when it represents

earlier short o which has become unrounded. These statements

1 The term is used as by Sweet for a quantity half-way between long and

short. Cf. Primer of Phonetics, last edition (1890), 97, and History of

English Sounds, 942.

11
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xefer to length in stressed syllables, all vowels in unstressed

syllables being short, or half-long under secondary stress.

5. A careful examination of the vowels shows some consider

able differences between their quality in Ithaca dialect and in

London English as given by
Sweet.1

These differences may be

summarized as follows :

1) There is a tendency to widen vowels narrow in LdE. or

in the continental languages. Sweet now recognizes as wide

rather than narrow the long vowels 3, %, 6, u, of LdE. (PrPh.,

189 et seq.). To these must be added for IthD. the long open

o, as in law, the v of but, hut, and the sound before r in there,

hair (oea). The first is low-back-wide rather than low-back-

narrow. The second is clearly wide, besides being advanced and

lowered ; it is therefore mid-back-wide-forward-lowered. The last

is low-front-wide, the low-front-narrow being heard so seldom as

to be in no sense characteristic.

2) The long vowels 6, i, 6, u (cf. HES., 969) are not diph

thongal as in LdE. This non-diphthongal character is not only

evident to the ear, but is attested also by the position of the

organs, which remain rigid in the formation of the vowel, and

do not change as is necessary when making the glide.

3) Before r, which is regularly preserved in IthD., a glide is

not always heard after a vowel, and.never so distinctly as in LdE.

or in the speech of educated people in America. It is most com

monly heard after the vowels I, u, 6, de, when the glide and vowel

have together the quantity of a long vowel. Before r, there

fore, these vowels will be written id, ud, da, oea, but it must be

Temembered that the glide has not the prominence it has in

drawled speech, and in no case does it take the place of the r

as in LdE. (PrPh., 211) . The wideness of eea has been men

tioned in 1), ea of LdE. being rarely heard. Especially note

worthy is the fact that 6 before r has never become open o (o),

as it has regularly in LdE. (HES., 967, 6, and word list, p. 391 ;

also PrPh., 202).

4) The vowel a, as in father, is low-back-
wide, not

mid-back-

wide as given by Sweet for LdE. As is well known, Bell makes

the English a low-back-wide, and there can be no question that

this is the right analysis for IthD. a, making it identical with

the Swedish a in mat.

1 Reference is to the Primer of Phonetics, 189-204.
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5) Common short o as in not (LdE. low-back-wide-round) is

regularly unrounded, becoming identical in quality with a in

father (low-back-wide), but remaining short in quantity.

6) The vowel de, long of oe in man, hat (low-front-wide), occurs

regularly in closed syllables before the voiceless fricatives f th (p),

and s, instead of LdE. a (aa). Examples are ask, half, path, and

cf. HES. word list, p. 382.

7) The diphthong in eye, my, usually written ai, differs from

LdE. in being slightly lowered and retracted, so that it approaches

more nearly the union of a and i.

8) The diphthong oi, as in boy, is always low-back-wide-round

instead of mid-back-wide-round in its first element. In many such

words as point, poison, IthD. shows the variant ai ; but cf. 124.

9) The diphthong au is fronted slightly, so that it approaches

a union of oe and u more nearly than in the speech of educated

Englishmen and Americans, but it never reaches the fronting
represented by eou in such spellings as ceow, ceounty, in the New

England and Southern dialects.

6. It follows, therefore, that the IthD. vowels, arranged so

far as possible in the scheme of Sweet, may be shown thus :

Vowel System of the Ithaca Dialect.

Narrow. Wide.

Back. Mixed. Front. Back. Mixed. Front.

p
H

n
a
u
o

a

P

a

i bit

i see

s
[e earth]

:
[ but]2 a(i)

eye3

8 better

e men

e say, name

is
o

h3

a not

a father
a(u)

how3
ae hat

e fast

0
A

0

u
o

"So

H
(i)u few

u full

u two

6

3
6 only

6 note

Is
o

0 boy o(i)
0 law

i Between mid-mixed and low-back-narrow. 2Between mid-back and low-mixed-wide.
3 Compare notes on these in 5, 7), 9).
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7. The relation between lip-opening and tongue position is

not perhaps an absolute one, but it is sufficiently definite to be

worthy of consideration. The measurements of lip-opening in

the case of a single individual are therefore given, though for the

dialect as a whole they must be regarded as relative rather than

absolute.

Lip-Opening for Vowels.

a 3.7 x 1.5 centimetres. e 2.8 x .5 centimetres.

se 3.3x1.2 "
o 2.5X.5-.6

e 3.2X1. "
i 2.5 x.3

i 3 X.7-.8
" 6 2.3X-5-.6

v 3 x.6
"

u 2. x.3

e 2.8 X .8

"
u 1.5 X 3

III. HISTOEICAL SUMMABY.

1. GENERAL.

8. For completeness of presentation and for ease of reference

a twofold arrangement of material is here given. The material

as a whole has been placed under the vowels of the Ithaca Dia

lect, while the historical survey has been limited to the following

tables, with references to succeeding sections. Of these the

tables ofWest Germanic and Old French vowels are naturally

most valuable, from the greater number of examples, but it has

seemed best also to add tables representing the comparatively

small early Latin and Scandinavian additions. The later words

which appear in IthD. are not here tabulated, because there are

but few from a single source, and the time at which these were

introduced cannot be determined with accuracy. In giving ME.

vowels late, rather than early, ME. is intended, and it has been

in some cases impossible to verify the vowel, since the phonology

of ME. presents in itself so many difficulties. In OE. a tagged q

(open o) is used only before a nasal ; in ME., however, the tagged

q (short) is used always for the open sound, while the untagged

o indicates the close sound, unless otherwise marked. Similarly,

the tagged <? (short) is used in OE. and ME. for the open e, and

untagged e indicates the close sound.

14
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2. THE WEST GERMANIC VOWELS.

9. West Germanic a develops as follows

WG. WS.

a 6 { &K 63*

a 83 (a), ea

a 83

a 83 (^v) ^^

a se (a)
a 83 (a), ea

a 83 (a) , ea

a ea + Id

a ea (e) + Id

a e, by umlaut

a e.
" "

a e,
" "

a e
" "

a + h ie, y
"

of

a + g 83+g

a + g e, + g (umlaut)
a + g i + g

a + g a, ea + g

a + w a, ea by contr.

a + f ea + f (w)
a + nasal q.

a
'

o.

a
'

Q

a
'

9,

a
'

Q.

a
'

Q + mb

a
' 6 by loss of nas

a
' 6 " "

a
' 6 " "

a
<

e<6
" "

a + r ea (as)
a + r ea (a)

a+ r ea

a + r ea

a + r e, by umlaut

a + r e.
" "

a + g4-r as + g + r

a + h-t- r ea by contr.

ME.

a

a

a, e

a

a

a

a

a, 6 open

e

(i)

?

e open

e

ai

ei (ai)

ih(i)
au

au

au

a

a

a

Q.

Q.

6

6

6 open(Q)

Q

e

a

a

e open

a

e open

e open (ai)
e

10. West Germanic e becomes :

e (eo)
e (eo)

eo, ie, y e, i

15

IthD.

as hat, 70 I 1)
se lath, 73 I 1)
e together, 78 I 1)
a watch, 62 I 1)

V rather, 112 I 5)
0 small, 98 I 1)
e acre, 82 I 3)
6 hold, 105 I 7)
l wield, 92 I 14)
e send, 78 I 3)
i chill, 88 I 8)
e edge, 82, I 4)
i heave, 92, I 13)
i steel, 92 I 12)
e day, 82 I 1)
e say, 82 I 2)
ai night, 124 I 11)
0 draw, 98 I 2)
0 straw, 98 I 3)
o hawk, 98 I 4)
83 man, 70 I 1)
se hand, 73 I 1)
a swan, 62 I 1)
0 long, 98 I 5)
B among, 112 I 5)
u womb, 119 I 6)
u tooth, 119 14)
0 soft, 98 I 6)
u o/ier, 112 I 6)
i heel, 92 I 6)
a arm, 65 I 1)

asa care, 75 I 1)
e earn, 85 I 3)
ia fceartf

,
92 I 4)

a barley, 65 I 2)
839 swear, 75 I 2)
338 fair, 75 I 3)
ia tear, 95 I 3)

e swell, 78 I 1)
83 thrash, 70 I 2)
i yesterday, 88 I 10)
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WG. TVS. ME. itiii>.

e i i i give, 88 I 9)
e e + ld ifeld, 92 I 9)
e e e open i steal, 92 I 11)
e e e open e break, 82 I 6)
e eo by contr. e 1 see, 92 1 10)
e + g i i ai scythe, 124 I 5)
e + g e ei (ai) e way, 82 I 5)
e + h i pal. umlaut + h ih(i) ai right, 124 I 5)
e + r eo e e earth, 85 I 1)

e + r eo e(a) o dwarf, 98 I 9)
e + r eo 6 open 6a sword, 109 I 4)
e + r eo e, u, o v bu(r)st, 112 I 7)

e + r eo a a star, 65 I 3)
e + r e e open 83a tear, 75 I 7)
e + r e 8 open ia spear, 95 I 6)

11. West Germanic * :

j i(io) i i smith, 88 I 1)
io (eo) e e hence, 78 I 5)

i(u) u(6?) u wood, 117 I 8)

i(u) i, e l week, 92 I 16)

i + Id, nd, mb i ai child, 124 I 4)

go by contr. e i three, 92 I 16)

eo
" "

e"

e friend, 78 I 4)

i + h i ig(i) ai tile, 124 I 3)

i + nasal i < i + n i, i ififty, 88 I 2)

i+
" i<i + n I sAfive, 124 12)

i + r i i, e, u e her, 85 I 2)

12. West Germanic o :

0 0 9, a gossip, 62 I 3)

0 0 0 13 honey, 112, I 4)

0 n u ufull, 117 I 7)

o 0 6 open 6 hole, 105 I 4)

o q + m 6 open 6 gold, 105 I 3)

o o + ld o u should, 117 I 6)

o + h o + h Q + h (ou) 0 bought, 98 I 8)

o + g 0 ou 6 bow, 105 I 5)

o + r 0 Q. o corn, 98 I 7)

o + r 0 6 open 6a torn, 109 I 3)

o + r o (u) y by umlaut o(u) e word, 85 I 4)

13. West Germanic u :

u U u B sun, 112 I 1)

u(?) u u upull, 117 14)

u u + ld 6 open

16

6 shoulder, 105 I 6)
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WG. ws. ME. IthD.

u u + nd u au hound, 129 I 7)

u u (lengthened) u au now, 129 I 3)

u y by umlaut i B bristle, 112, I 3)

u y
" " +nd i ai kind, 124 I 13)

u + g y
" "

ih(J) ai buy, 124 1 12)

u + h u + h u + h (ou ?) ii through, 119 I 11)

u + nasal u <u + n ii au mouth, 129 I 4)

u
"

u u (ou) u could, 117 I 5)
u

"
u u 'B southern, 112 I 2)

u
"

y <fi<u + n i(i) i wish, 88 I 4)
u + r u 6 open 6a door, 109 I 5)
u + r y by umlaut i ii first, 85 16)

14. West Germanic d :

a 83 by umlaut
A.

a g race, 82 I 8)
a 83

" "
e l deed, 92 I 1)

a 83
" "

a 83 bladder, 70 I 3)
a 83

" "
a 83 blast, 73 I 2)

a 83
" " g open e fcrecrtA, 78 I 6)

a a after w 6 u taw, 119 I 3)
a + g (w) ae by umlaut ai g gray, 82 I 7)
a + h 6a (y) ih(i) ai nigh, 124 I 10)
a + w a ou 6 blow, 105 I 1)
a + nasal 6 o ti moon, 119 I 3)
a

" 6 6 u soon, 117 I 2)
a

" 6 0 13 TOWJiA, 112 I 11)
a

"
a 6 open O yawn, 98 I 10)

a
" g < 6 by umlaut e l queen, 92 I 2)

a + r 83 g open ia fear, 95 I 1)
a + h + r ea by contr. g "

ia near, 95 I 2)
S + r a (ea) a (g open) 83a hair, 75 I 4)

15. West Germanic & :

g + r e g ia here, 95 I 5)

16. West Germanic % :

! i i ai while, 124 I 1)
i i i i wisdom, 88 I 3)
i i(i) i, e e since, 78 I 8)
i i after w u, 0 u woman, 117 I 9)
i + w ! eu u Tuesday, 119 I 10)
i + r i i aia iron, 125 1)

17. West Germanic 6 :

6 6 6 u coo/, 119 1 1)
o o (eo) 6 fi shoe, 119 I 2)

17
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G. ws. ME. IthD.

<> 6 6 u hoof, 117 1 1)
6 6 6, o &fodder, 62 I 4)
6 6 6, o B brother, 112 I 9)
<> u u. au cow, 129 I 5)
6 g by umlaut g ifeel, 92 I 5)
6 e

" "
e e kept, 78 I 9)

6 g "
'

"
g i weary, 88 I 11)

6 + h 6 ou auplow, 129 16)
6 + w 6 6 6 row, 105 I 2)
<3 + r 6 6 open bdfioor, 109 12)

18. West Germanic it :

u ii fi au house, 129 1 1)
"ft u u(o) 13 shove, 112 I 8)
xi f by umlaut i ai hive, 124 I 7)
"& y

"
i ifist, 88 I 5)

fi + g ii ou au bow, 129 I 2)
fi + nasal fi 6 u room, 117 I 3)
fi + r ii u aua our, 130 1)
"& + r y by umlaut i aid fire, 125 2)

19. West Germanic diphthong ai :

ai a 6 open 6 no, 105 I 1)
ai a 6 open (Q) o cloth, 98 1 12)
ai a 6 open 6 boat, 104 I

ai a 6(o) a hot, 62 I 2)
ai as by umlaut e open 1 eacA, 92 I 3) 4)
ai 33

" "
a 83fat, 70 I 4)

ai 83
" "

a 33 ask, 73 I 3)
ai 33

" " g open (e) e health, 78 I 7)
ai + h a o + h(<3U) o ought, 98 1 11)
ai + w a ou 6 snow, 105 1 1)
ai + r & a a garlic, 65 I 4)
ai + r a 6 open 6a oar, 109 I 1)
ai + r se by umlaut g "

33a early, 75 I 5)
ai + g + r 83

" " g ' ' (open gi) 83a stair, 75 I 6)

20. West Germanic au :

au ga g open g great, 82 I 9)
au ga e

"
e death, 78 1 10)

au ga a 83 Chapman, 70 I 5)
au ea g open i leaf 92 I 7)
au ga, y by umlaut i (i) i strip, 88 I 6)
au + g e + g ei e Aay, 82 I 10)
au + h ga, y by umlaut i ai high, 124 I 8)
au + h

("

w) ga eu

18

u rfew, 119 I 9)
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WG.

au + w

au + r

ws.

ea

ga, y by umlaut

ME.

eu

e open

IthD.

infew, 133 I

ia hear, 95 I 7)

21. West Germanic eu :

eu

eu

eu

eu

eu + h (g)
eu + w

eu + r

eu + r

eo

go

go

go or y by umlaut

go

eo

go

y by umlaut

g

g open

6

Hi)

ei, ih (!)
eu

g

i

i freeze, 92 18)
e breast, 78 I 11)

u shoot, 119 I 7)
i sick, 88 I 7)

zifiy, 124 I 9)
u true, 119 I 8)
ia deer, 95 I 8)
aia mire, 125 3)

3. THE EARLY LATIN ELEMENT.

22. Latin. a, d become :

L.at.

a

a

a

a

a + nasal

a + r

a

TVS.

33 (a), ea

a

a

y by umlaut

a, Q

93} Get

88
j
Get

ME.

a

~a

6 open

e, i

a

a

e open

IthD.

83 Saturday, 70 II

se plaster, 73 II

opo/e, 105 II 1)
ia3 Ktf/e, 88 II 3)
33 candle, 70 II

a ark, 65 II

l street, 92 II 1)

23. Latinl e :

e

e

e

g

e

e

e spend, 78 II 1)
Ifever, 92 II 2)

24. Latin. i, % :

i

i

i + r

i

i(e)
i

e

1

e

i

g open

!

e pepper, 78 II 2)
i dish, 88 II 1)
33a pear, 75 II

ai mile, 124 II

25. Latinl o :

o

o

0

o

o

o + nasal

0

6

6

6

y < u by umlaut

u + nd

Q

6 open
a.

o

o

i

u

a sock, 62 II

6 rose, 105 I 2)
u cook, 117 II 1)
ii school, 119 II

i mill, 88 II 2)
au pound, 129 II 2)

26. Latin u, u :

u

u

0

o

Q.

Q

a copper, 62 II

o/or/t, 98 II

19
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L>at. TVS. ME. IthD.

u u U <v butter, 112 II 1)
u y by umlaut i i inch, 88 II 2)
u + r u u e purple, 85, II

ii ii u. au trout, 129, II 1)
ii ii u <e plum, 112 II 2)

4. THE SCANDINAVIAN VOWELS.

27. Scandinavian a (ja), d, de i

Scand. ME. IthD.

a a 33 rash, 70 III

a a 33 cast, 73 III

a a 0 call, 98 III 2)
a a g take, 82 II 1)

e, by umlaut e e dwell, 78 in 1)

e.
" a

e e leg, 82 II 2)
a + g (<2 by u-umlaut) au 0 law, 98 III 1)
a + r a a harden, 65 III

ja + r g open, e 83a, ia scare, 75 III ; 95 III 3)
a 6 " 6 loan, 105 III 1)
a + g ou 6 low, 105 III 2)
83 8(e) i wing, 88 III 2)
33 + r g open ia sneer, 95 II 1)

28. Scandinavian , ei:

g g open 1 leak, 92 III 2)
e e &fellow, 78 III 2)
g (?) + r e open ia blear, 95 II 2)
ei ei I weak, 92 III 2)
ei ei, ai g steak, 82 II 3)

29. Scandinavian *, *:

i i i skill, 88 in 1)
i i e^f, 78 III 3

i + r i e whirl, 85 III

1 1 ai thrive, 124 III 1)

30. Scandinavian 6, 02 :

6 6 u took, 111 III 1)
6e + h ih(i) ai sly, 124 III 3)

31. Scandinavian u, H:

u u B M^rty, 112 III

u u u 6m//, 117 III 2)

y by umlaut i i Z(/*, 88 III 3)

u o ii booth, 119 III 1)

y by umlaut i ai sky, 124 III 2)
20
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5. THE OLD FRENCH VOWELS.

32. Old French a :

or. ME. IthD.

a a after w a quantity, 62 III 1)
a a 33 tan, 70 IV 1)
a a 33 chance, To IV 1)
a a g>ce, 82 III 1)
a + r a & part, 65 IV 1)
a + r a 33a square, 75 IV 1)

33. Old French e :

e e e letter, 78 IV 1)
e g open e measure, 82 III 5)
e e

" Ifeast, 92 IV 1)
e e 83 relative, 70 IV 2)
e + nasal i i chimney, 88 IV 2)
e

"
e i general, 88 IV 3)

e + r e, a afarm, 65 IV 2)
e + r e(a) e clerk, 85 IV 1)
e + r e (e open ?) ia clear, 95 III 1)
e + r e, a 33 pa(r)tridge, 70 IV 2)

34. Old French i :

i i i rich, 88 IV 1)
i i ai cry, 124 IV 1)
i + r i aia desire, 125 4)

35. Old French o :

o.(?) Q(o?) a honor, 62 III 2)
9. Q. 0 cord, 98 IV 1)
<2 q (6 open) 6 close, 105 IV

0 6
u/oo/, 119 IV 1)

Q 6 u move, 119 IV 2)
o. + r 6 open 6a store, 109 II

36. Old French u, ii I

u (o, ou ) u (o, ou) 13 suffer, 112 IV 1)
u

u (ou) au vow. sound. 129 III 1) 2)
u + r o (u, ou) e disturb, 85 TV 2)
u + r u aua hour, 130 2)
u (i)u U sugar, 117 IV 1)
ii u

e justice, 112 IV 2)
ti u

ejust, 78 IV 3)
ii

u(iu) U cruel, 119 IV 3)
u u (iu) iu abuse, 133 II
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37. Old French ai:

OF. ME. IthD.

ai ai, ei g pay, 82 III 2)
ai < ali

,
ani ai g/ai7, 82 III 3)

ai e open e pheasant, 78 IV 2)
ai g "

l please, 92 IV 2)
ai + r g "

33a repair, 75 IV 3)

38. Old French ei :

ei ei, ai g paint, 82 III 4)
ei ei 1 receive, 92 IV 3)
ei + r g open 33a fair, 75 IV 4)

39. Old French ie :

ie g i grief, 92 IV 5)
ie + r g ia fierce, 95 III 2)
ie + r g, ! aia entire, 125 5)
ie + r ie, i 33a squire, 75 IV 2)

40. Old French oi, <?i :

oi oi (17th cent, ai) ai point, 124 IV 2)
oi < o + 1 mouille'e oi

" "
ai oil, 124 IV 3)

V oi oi choice, 132 I

oi -oi (u ?) 13 musty, 112 IV 3)
oi u u bushel, 117 IV 2)

41. Old French au :

au au 0 cause, 98 IV 3)
au< a + 1 au o default, 98 IV 2)
au < a + 1 au 83 sausage, 70 IV 3)
au < a + 1 au 83 sauce, 73 IV 2)

42. Old French eu, eau, iii, ue :

eu iu ii rule, 119 IV 5)
eau < ell + cons. iu yii beauty, 119 IV 6)
iii iu(u) tifruit, 119 IV 4)
ue g i beef, 92 IV 2)

6. SUMMARY OP DEVELOPMENT PROM ME.

43. The development since ME. times has special interest as

throwing light on ME. phonology. For this the Chaucer Gram

mar of ten Brink has been consulted in all cases. However,

when the later development of a series of words pointed to a

vowel of different quality in ME., that has been taken as the

1ME. basis of the change, even when sometimes at variance with
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ten Brink. This applies especially to the difference between

open and close e, o long and short, and it is hoped the present

grouping of examples may serve to settle in some degree the

questionable quality of those vowels. The numbers refer to

sections.

44. ME. a appears in IthD. as :

1) ce regularly : hat, 70 I 1); bladder, 70 I 3); fat, 70 I 4); Chapman, 70

I 5) ; Saturday, 70 II ; rash, 70 III ; tan, 70 IV 1); pa(r)tridge, 70 IV 2).

2) & regularly before/, th(\>), s, n, + cons. : lath, hand, 70 I 1); blast, 73

I 2); ask, 73 I 3); plaster, 73 II ; cast, 73 III.

3) a, after w, not before a back cons, nor before / or r + cons. : wallow,

62 I 1); quantity, 62 III 1).

4) d before r + cons, (sometimes final r) not preceded by w : arm, 65 1 1);

barley, 65 I 2); star, 65 I 3); garlic, 65 I 4); ark, 65 II ; harden, 65 III ; part,
65 IV 1); farm, 65 IV 2).

5) o after w before r, I or m + cons. ; or before I : small, warm, 98 1 1) ;

dwarf 98 I 9); call, 98 III 2).

6) e, , occasionally: together, 78 I 1); rather, 112 I 5).

45. ME. e (open or close) has become :

1) e regularly: swell, 78 1 1); send, 78 I 3); hence, 78 I 5); spend, 78 II 1);

pepper, 78 II 2); dwell, 78 III 1); fellow, 78 III 2); letter, 78 IV I); pheasant,

78 IV 2).

2) m sometimes : thrash, 70 I 2); relative, 70 IV 2).

3) i occasionally : general, 88 IV 3); yesterday, 88 1 10).

4) e in a few words : edge, 82 14); leg, 82 II 2) .

5) ein closed syllables before r: earn, 85 13); earth, 85 11); clerk, 85

IV 1).

6) v<er after loss of r : burst, 112 I 7), a few examples.

46. ME % appears as :

1) {.regularly : smith, 88 I 1); fifty, 88 I 2); wisdom, 88 I 3); fist, 88 I 5);
wish, 88 14); strip, 88 16); sick, 88 I 7); chill, 88 I 8) ; give, 881 10); dish,
88 III); mill, 88 II 2); kettle, 88 II 3) ; skill, 88 III 1); lift, 88 III 3); rich,

88 IV 1); chimney, 88 IV 2).

2) ai<ih (g): tile, 124 I 3); right, 124 I 4); dry, 124 I 7); night, 124 I 11);
buy, 124 I 12).

3) e occasionally : since, 78 I 8); fit, 78 III 3).

4) v seldom : bristle, 112 I 3).

5) e before r : her, 85 I 2) ; first, 85 I 6) ; whirl, 85 III.

47. ME. o (open usually) has become :

1) a by unrounding regularly : gossip, 62 I 3) ; hot, 62 I 2) ; fodder, 62 I 4) ;
box, 62 II ; honor, 62 III 2) ; cf. also from 62 I 1).
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2) o before /, th (>), s, n, r + cons. : long, 98 I 5); soft, 98 I 6); corn, 98

I l);fork, 98 II ; cord, 98 IV 1); cloth, 98 1 12).

3) o from open oA (lME. ou) : brought, 98 I 6); bought, 98 I 8); ought, 98 I

11).

4) v (especially before nasals)< close o : honey, 112 I 4); among, 112 I 5);

other, 112 I 6); brother, 112 I 9); one, 112 I 10); moniA, 112 I 11).

5) e (before r) < o close after u> : wore/, 85 I 4).

48 ME. u and & are found as :

1) v regularly: sun, 112 11); southern, 112 I 2); sAoue, 112 18); butter,
112 II 1); p/um, 112 II 2); ugly, 112 III ; suffer, 112 IV 1); justice, 112 IV 2).

2) u after w or before / usually : pull, 117 I 4); full, 117 I 7); woman, 117

I 9); bull, 117 III 2); owsAe/, 117 IV 2).

3) u<uh: through, 119 I 2).

4) iu < m : abuse, 133 II.

5) e occasionally : j'ws*, 78 IV 3) .

6) e before r : Thursday, 85 I 5); purple, 85 II ; disturb, 85 IV 2).

49. ME. d has become :

1) e regularly : race, 82 I 8); acre, 82 I 3); take, 82 II 1); face, 82 HI 1).

2) eea before r : care, 75 I 2); square, 75 IV 1).

50. ME. 3 (open) , appear as :

1) i regularly from ME. close e : queen, 92 I 2); feel, 92 I 5); freeze, 92 I

8); heel, 92 16); field, 92 I 9); see, 92 I 10); he, 92 1 11); wield, 92 I 15);

three, 92 I 16); fever, 92 II 2); </ne/, 92 IV 5); beef, 92 IV 4).

2) by later change from ME. open e : deed, 92 1 1) ; each, 92 I 3) ; leaf,

92 I 7); steal, 92 I 12); steel, 92 I 13); heave, 92 1 14); street, 92 II 1); /eat,

92 III 2); feast, 92 IV 1); please, 92 IV 2).

3) e in a few words : great, 82 I 9); break, 82 I 6); measure, 82 III 5).

4) e sometimes by shortening in 1ME. or early MdE. : breath, 78 I 6) ;

friend, 78 I 4); AeaM, 78 I 7); kept, 78 I 9) ; death, 78 I 10); breast, 78 I 11);

pheasant, 78 IV 2).

5) i occasionally : weary, 88 1 11).

6) 19 regularly from ME. close e before r : here, 95 I 5); deer, 95 I 8);

sneer, 95 II 1); fierce, 95 III 2).

7) 19 through close e by later change from ME. open e : fear, 95 I 2) ;

tear, 95 I 3); beard, 95 I 4); spear, 95 16); Aear, 95 I 7); scare, 95 II 3);

blear, 95 II 2); clear (ME. e ?), 95 III 1).

8) 039 from open e before r when remaining open : swear, 75 I 2) ; hair,

75 I 4); rear, 75 I 5); tear, 75 I 7); pear, 75 II; scare, 75 III; repair, 75 IV

3); fair, 75 IV 4).

51 . ME. I has become :

1) ai regularly by diphthonging : while, 124 I 1); five, 124 I 2); child, 124

I 4); scythe, 124 I 6); /h'nc/, 124 I 13); mile, 124 II ; thrive, 124 III 1); sky,
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124 III 2); from ih (earlier eh) high, 124 I 8); fly, 124 I 9); nigh, 124 I 10);

s/y, 124 III 3).

2) {occasionally: wish, 8814).

3) ma before r : iron, 125 1); fire, 125 2); mire, 125 3); desire, 125 4);

entire, 125 5).

52. ME. (5 (open) appears as :

1) 6 regularly : no, 105 I 2); gold, 105 I 4); over, 105 I 5); shoulder, 105 I

7); Ao/oJ, 105 I 8); po/e, 105 II 1); rose, 105 II 2); /oan, 105 III 1); close, 105

IV 1.

2) a occasionally : yawn, 98 I 10).

3) 6 seldom : boat, 104 I.

4) 09 before r : oar, 109 I 1); floor, 109 I 2); torn, 109 I 3); sword, 109 I

4); door, 109 I 5); store, 109 II.

53. ME. 6 (close) has become :

1) u regularly: cool, 119 1 1); sAoe, 119 I 2); moon, 119 I 3); tooth, 119 I

4); two, 119 I 5); sAoo^, 119 I 7); womb, 119 I 6); scAoo/, 119 II; ooo<A, 119 III

1); fool, 119 IV 1); move, 119 IV 2).

2) by shortening from long ii: Aoo/, 117 I 1); soon, 111 I 2); room, 111

I 3); sAow/c/, 117 I 6); cook, 117 II ; took, 117 III 1).

3) v sometimes : whole, 112 I 10).

54. ME. u (written ou in Ch.) appears as :

1) au regularly by diphthonging : Aowse, 129 I 1); bow, 129 I 2); now, 129

I 3); mouth, 129 I 4); cow, 129 I 5); hound, 129 I 7); pound, 129 II 2); frou*,
129 II 1); vow, 129 III 1); sound, 129 III 2).

2) u sometimes : could, 117 I 5); wood, 111 I 8).

3) au9 before r : our, 130 1); Aowr, 130 2).

55. ME. ai, ei have become :

1) e regularly : day, 82 I 1); lay, 82 I 2); way, 82 I 5); ^ray, 82 I 7); hay,
82 1 10); sfea, 82 II 3); pay, 82 III 2); fail, 82 III 3); paint, 82 III 4).

2) i sometimes : ei'fAer, 82 I 4); weak, 92 III 1); receive, 92 IV 3).

3) 029 before r : fair, 75 13); stair, 75, I 6) .

56. ME. au is found as :

1) o regularly : draw 98 I 2); hawk, 98 I 4); straw, 98 I 3); law, 98 III 1);
default, 98 IV 2); cause, 98 IV 3).

2) m, 33 sometimes : sausage, 73 IV 2); sauce, 70 IV 3).

57. ME. oi appears as :

1) ai usually : point, 124 IV 2); oil, 124 IV 3).

2) oi sometimes : choice, 132 1).
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58. ME. ou has become :

1) 6 regularly: snow, 105 11); grow, 10513); bow, 105 I 6); low, 105
III 2).

2) au sometimes: plow, 129 I 6).

3) o< earlier qh (cf. ME. q) : brought, 98 I 6); bought, 98 I 8); ought, 98 I

11).

59. ME. eu, iu have become :

1) u regularly : rule, 119 I 6); true, 119 I 8); dew, 119 I 9); Tuesday, 119
1 10); fruit, 119 IV 5); u in sugar, 117 IV 1).

2) yu in beauty, 119 I 7).

3) iu sometimes : few, 133 I ; abuse, 133 II.

IV. THE VOWELS.

1. GENERAL.

60. The English language presents materials from many

sources, received at many different times. It is peculiarly diffi

cult therefore to present a single dialect in so compact a form, as
if it represented the uninterrupted development of a single

speech. Scarcely less difficult is it to decide what forms shall

be given as representing the language of older times, or the later

loan-words. It would be impossible, for example, to give in all

cases the exact forms from which our OE. words have come to

us, or those which are the direct ancestors of our Romance vocab

ulary. Fresh problems present themselves when we consider the

influx of words from all sources since Chaucer, or the newly-

coined words themselves so numerous. It can scarcely be hoped,

therefore, that all would agree with the present disposition of

American dialect material, but some of the reasons for the pres

ent arrangement will be evident from the following explanation

of the grouping :

1) For the OE. material belonging to the Germanic speech

the WG. vowel system is chosen as a standard for comparison,

(1) because of its well-known relations to all Germanic dialects,

(2) because of its simplicity compared with the WS. vocalism,

and (3) because it agrees more nearly, than does the WS., with

the ME. vowel system. But in all cases the WS. forms of Eng-
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lish material are given, not as the ground
forms of MdK, but as

useful for reference.

2) The Latin element in OE. is referred to the Latin vowel

system, but here again the WS. form is given, since the words

had become fully incorporated into OE. speech.

3) It is well known that not a few Scandinavian words are

found in late OE. writings (cf. Kluge's treatment in Paul's
Grund-

riss, I, p. 785) . But it has seemed best to. group all under ME.

forms, and these will be given throughout for the Scandinavian

element. The absence, however, of special treatises on our Scan

dinavian borrowings, with the exception of Brate's valuable con

tribution (Nordische lehnworter im Orrmulum, PBB. X), makes

this part peculiarly difficult.

4) The Eomance material in ME. is referred to the OF. vow

els, but the forms are those of ME., following in this the Chaucer

Grammar of ten Brink, and the invaluable work of Behrens,

Beitrage zur Geschichte der rfranzosischen Sprache in England.,

5) Loan-words entering from various sources later than ME.

times are referred to the forms from which they are derived, so

far as that is possible, under such headings as late Latin, French,

Greek, etc. Little care has been taken, however, to determine

the exact source of these late loan-words, as whether a word of

learned origin now common to the people came directly from the

Latin or from a late French form ; nor has it seemed necessary

to consider especially the original quantity of the vowels in these

words.

6) Proper names are given when sufficiently illustrative, with

references to origin when this is known, or conjectured with

probability.

2. THE VOWEL a.

61. The vowel a occurs as both long and short in IthD.

Short a usually represents earlier short open o, which has be

come unrounded in many words. Long a springs from earlier

short a in certain consonant combinations, usually before r.

A. The Short Vowel a.

62. Short a in IthD. springs from :

I. 1) WG. a, WS. m (a), ea by breaking, o before a nasal, ME. a (o).

In open syllables : bar9< barewe (i.e. wheel-barrow) ; nard< nearu,
'
narrow

'

;

fah, fair < fealu,
' fallow

'

; walr < wealwian,
'
wallow

'

; swalr < swealwp,
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*
swallow

'

; talr (tab) < tealh,
' tallow.' In closed syllables : watf< wceccan,

*
watch

'

; hwat (stressed) < hwcet,
'
what

'

; waz (stressed) < wees,
'
was

'

;

fram (stressed) < from,
' from

'

; swan < swon,
'
swan

'

; wandr < wandrian,
'
wander.

'

2) WG. ai, WS. a, ME. p (p). In open syllables : sari < sdrig,
'

sorry
'

;

hahde < hdligdozg, 'holiday'; nalid^, < cnawl&can,
'knowledge.'

In closed

syllables: nat < ndwiht,
'not'

; Aa< < Aaf,
'hot.'

3) WG. o, WS. o, ME. p. In open syllables : mar9 < morgen,
'
morrow

'

;

iara < borgian,
' borrow

'

; hali < Ao/ec/n,
'

holly
'

; hah, hair < holh,
'
hollow

'

;

fah, fair < folgian,
' follow '

; <2<as/p < godsib,
'

gossip
'

; gaspl < godspell,
'
gos

pel
'

; 6ac?Z < bodig,
L

body
'

; batm < 6o^m,
' bottom '

; datr (ddtr) < dohtor,
'daughter.'

In closed syllables: lak <loc (a fastening), 'lock'; flak <

floe, 'flock7; aks < oxa, 'ox'; faks < fox ; stap <for-stoppian, 'stop';

Jcrap < crojo ; tap < top ; rat < rotian,
'
rot

'

; lat < A/of,
' lot ' ; fat < ^rescot,

'
shot

'

; dat < dot.

4) WG. d, WS. 6, ME. d (p). In open syllables : fadr <fodor,
' fodder ' ;

blasm < blostm,
'blossom.'

In closed syllables : rad < rod,
'rod'

; fad <

ge-scod,
' shod.'

II. Latin u, o, WS. o, ME. p. In open syllables : kapr < cuprum, OE.

copor,

'copper.' In closed syllables: baks <buxus, OE. box; sak < soccus,

OE. soc,
'sock.'

III. 1) OE. a, ME. a after w. a) In originally stressed syllables, closed :

skwad < esquadre,
'
squad

'

; skwat < esquatir,
' squat.'

6) In originally un

stressed syllables, closed : kwant9ti < quantite,
'
quantity/ Open : kwahti <

qualite,
' quality.'

2) OE. o, ME. p. a) In originally stressed syllables, closed : rab <

ro66en (Germ, through Fr.),
'rob.'

6) In originally unstressed syllables,

open: anr <^ honour; stanif <i astonien (?), 'astonish'; pasdbl < possible ;

kur-as9ti < curiosite,
'

curiosity
7

; pazdtiv, paztiv < positif
'
positive

'

; kablr <;

cobelere, 'cobbler'; rabri <^roberie, 'robbery'; katn < cotoun, 'cotton'; batl

< 6oie/,
' bottle

'

; profit < profit ; navlti < novelte,
'

novelty
'

; prapsti, prapti

(prcepti) < proprete, 'property'; papl, paplr < poplere, 'poplar'; akzpai <

occupy; solid < solide,
'solid.'

Closed: daktr < doctor ; apsit < opposite.

IV. Late Loan-words. 1) Fr. o. In open syllables : prabli < probable,
*

probably
'

; papglr, paplr < populaire,
'
popular.

'

2) Lat. o. In open syllables : kam9det < accommodatus,
'

accommodate
'

;

kahri, kalri < cholera ; kamdkl < comicus + a/,
'
comical

'

; pahtiks< politicus (or

through the French ?) ,
'
politics

'

; ta/a6/ < tolerabilis,
'
tolerable.

'
In closed

syllables: kantrcektr< contractus (through Fr. contract ?),
'contractor.'

3) Greek o. In closed syllables : bai-agrfi < 0ios + ypd<pa>,
L

biography
'

;

brankilz, sb., brankil, adj., < $p6yxia,
'bronchial.'

4) Italian o. In open syllables : apdri, apri < opera.

V. Names. 1) With written a : watlz < Wattles ; watkinz < TFaffo'ns.

2) With written o. In open syllables : stadgrd < Stoddard. In closed

syllables : bastik <. Bostwick ; wesk-ansin < PT/scons/n.

63. Short a from older o appears regularly in open syllables,

and before voiceless consonants, except the fricatives /, ]>, and s.
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Occasionally it is also found before voiced consonants, as in
'

rob/

' rod,' 'shod,' 'from' (when stressed),
'hod,' 'pod,' 'cod,' ' mob,'

etc., while before g it is regularly o. For this, and for the length

ening of earlier short o, cf. 103.

64. Short a from ME. a is found after w, except before back

consonants, where oe occurs
('wag,'

'wax/ and cf. HES., 785),

or before the consonant combinations lengthening it to d, o ;

cf. 66, 99. Other examples are: 'wad/
'waddle,' 'twaddle,'

' wabble,' 'swab,' 'squabble,' 'wallet,' 'wallop,' 'wan,'

'squander/
'swap.'

This a, under the influence of w, was open o from very

early times, unrounding in IthD. to a. Occasionally a appears

before r, I, in open syllables, where in closed syllables it would

have become long open o (o), as in kahri (cholera), beside call.

B. The Vowel d.

65. IthD. d is from :

I. 1) WG. a, WS. 03 (a), ea before r + cons., ME. a : arm < earm,
' arm'

;

harm < hearm,
'

harm
'

; yarn < gearn,
'
yarn

'

; hard < heard,
'

hard
'

; yard

< geard,
'
yard

'

; hdrvist< hasrfest,
' harvest

'

; ndrwin < nearu,
'

narrowing
'

;

mark < mearc,
'
mark

'

; fdrp < scearp,
* sharp.'

2) WG. a, WS. e (te < breaking) by umlaut, ME. a (e): mar A mier-

ran, Merc, merran,
'
mar

'

; bdrli < bere, ME. barlic,
'

barley
'

; barn < berern,
' barn

'

; yard (rod) < gerd,
' yard.'

3) WG. e, WS. eo by r + cons., ME. a : star < steorra,
'
star

'

; far

(stressed) <feor,
' far '

; stdrv < steorfan,
'
starve

'

; smart < smeortan,
'
smart

'

; bark < beorcan,
' bark '

; dark < c/eorc,
' dark '

; hart < Aeorfe,
' heart.'

4) WG. ai, WS. a, ME. a : gdrlik < gdrleac,
'
garlic

'

; Zarfc < lawerce,
L lark.'

II. Latin a,WS. a, ea by r + cons., ME. a : ar < area, OE. earc,
' ark'

;

mdrtr < martyr.

III. Scand. a, ME. a: hdrdn <har)>na, Orm. harrdenn,
'harden'

; bark

(of a tree) < bark, ME. oarke,
' bark '

; also with Scand. e : start < sterlen,
ON. sterta, to move quickly,

' start.'

IV. 1) OF. a, ME. a. a) In originally stressed syllables : tfards< cAa?-^e

tfdrm < charme,
'
charm

'

; tfdrt < cAari ; arm < arme (weapon),
'
arm

'

; art<

art,
'
art

'

; part < part; c/ap-art< departen,
'

depart '

; kdr< carre,
'
car '; bar <

6arre,
' bar.'

b) In originally unstressed syllables : hdrdi < Aaro^ pdrdner

< partener,
'
partner

'

; gdrdn < gardin,
' garden'

; kdrpntr < carpenter; drmr <

armour; hdrnis < harneis,
'
harness '

; drgamant < argument ; bar/, < 6areZ,
' bar

rel
'

; artafc/ < art/c/e ; ar^r < Arthour,
'
Arthur ' ; farorn (with excrescent r)

(also tozmrn) < taverne,
'

tavern. '

2) OF. e, ME. e (a), a) In originally stressed syllables : riz-drv < reserven,
'reserve'

; /arm <ferme,
'farm.'

6) In originally unstressed syllables:
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sdrtn (sertn) < certein, sarten, 'certain'; sdrd&nt < sergant,
'sergeant'

; pdrsli

(also p&sli with loss of r) < persely,
' parsley.'

V. Names. With written a : vdrni < Varna ; mar%r< Mather, with

excrescent r.

66. Long a (d) appears regularly before r final, or r + cons.,

that is, in a syllable closed by r. It springs uniformly from ME.

a before r + cons, (sometimes r), cf. HES., 783. This ME. a

is regarded as long by Kluge (cf. PGr. I, p. 866) before rd, rn,

but as the later development of this a does not differ from that

of a before other combinations of r + cons. : the quantity of ME.

a is here considered short in all these cases. There are, however,
two words in which IthD. d springs from OE. d the words

'lark'
and 'garlic/ but these had short a in 1ME. (cf. HES.,

632). In a few words d represents older e before r-f-

cons., as

shown by examples under I 3), and II, where start seems to

belong. For further discussion, cf. 86.

67. The lengthening of oe and o before the fricatives /, \, and

s, the nasal rj, and n + cons., makes it reasonable to expect a sim

ilar long d in such company, either from an earlier a or by the

unrounding of an earlier o. But earlier a became tie in these cases,

while o was lengthened before the unrounding. The only words

in which d does occur, besides those already given, are
'father'

< OE. fader; 'wasp'< OE. weeps, ME. wasp; wand< Scand. (?);
andwith written o,

'

bond/ 'fond/
'pond.'

All of these but
'father'

had earlier an open o, either original or by influence of preceding
w. We should therefore expect

'wasp'
to appear with open o

(wosp), as it does sometimes, though often with d. In the other

words the former open o appears as d by unrounding and length

ening.
'Father' is peculiar in its development. We should

expect its stressed vowel would be os, as in 'gather/ 'lather/
'fathom.'

To explain its d we must remember (1) that its place

is taken in the dialect of the common people by such words as

'

pa/ 'pap/
'

dad/
'

daddy/ and (2) that when used it is as a title,

or word of respectful address. The same peculiarity appears in

LdE., where fd$d(r) is given beside ga$d(r), lcedd(r),fceSm.

68. The development of this d from ME. times is interesting.

According to Sweet and Ellis, ME. a was oe in all words in the

17th century and oe, tie in the 18th, though Ellis admits that a

may have remained before r in the 17th century. Now in LdE.

before /, ]>, s, as well as before r + cons., ME. a is d, the change

from de being assigned to the present century. But in IthD.
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ME. a is before the fricatives, d before r + cons. If this d

was tie in the 18th century in all dialects, it is difficult to see

how it should have separated from the de before the fricatives in

IthD., while under the same circumstances it became a in LdE.,
with the de before fr ]>, and s. It seems more probable that a

before r final or r + cons, has retained its quality since ME.

times, in IthD. at least, and perhaps in England also (cf.

181-2).

3. THE VOWEL S3.

69. The vowel oe, not before r, is the regular descendant of

WG. a, as well as of a in loan-words. When followed by r it
appears with a glide, and corresponds to ME. long a before r.

This oe has not become a, d as in LdE. before /, \, s (cf. HES.

word-lists, pp. 282-3). But before these consonants, as well as

before rj, n -f cons., it has become tie, while it remains short in

other words, except as it is half-long before voiced consonants.

A. Short oe.

70. The vowel short oe in IthD. is one of the commonest

sounds, springing from :

I. 1) WG. a, WS. 03 (a, p), ea by breaking or after a palatal, ME. a. In

open syllables : cepl < ozppel,
'
apple

'

; scedl < sadol,
'
saddle

'

; cefiz < asce,
'ashes'

; fcesn <fcestnian,
'
fasten '

; rcesl < wrastlian (wraxlian), 'wrestle';
hoimr < Apmor,

' hammer.
'
In closed syllables : vcet < fait,

'
vat

'

; kcet < cat ;

hozt < hait,
' hat '

; ceks < atx,
'
axe

'

; flceks < fleax,
' flax '

; deep < clappian,
'

clap
'

; glaed < glozd,
'
glad

'

; droeg < draggian, also drceg, a harrow,
'

drag
'

;
fievz < sceaft,

'
shafts

'

; main < man,
'
man

'

; hainl < hondele,
' handle '

;
Icen-

hrd, late from Ignd + lord,
'

landlord '

; ainsr < ondswaru,
'

answer
'

; hainssm,
hcendi, late formations from hqnd, 'handsome,' 'handy'; hceqin, sb. < Aaw-

gian,
'

hanging
'

; Icem < lomb,
' lamb. '

2) WG. e, WS. e, eo, ME. e. In open syllables: yceh, yailr < geolu,
'yellow.'

In closed syllables: i>raif<],erscan, 'thrash'; wad, wM (often
when stressed) < wel,

'
well

'

; so sometimes stressed yoes < geswd, which

may also be y&s,
' yes.'

3) WG. d, WS. & by umlaut, ME. a (e) . In open syllables : aidr< n&ddre,
'adder'

; blcedr< bl&ddre, 'bladder' ; cer9nt (ermd) <ozrende,
' errand.'

4) WG. ai, WS. d? by umlaut, ME. a. In open syllables : Icedr < Madder,
' ladder.' In closed syllables : fret <f<Zt, adj.,

' fat
'

; maid < ge-m<vd,
' mad.'

5) WG. au, WS. ea, ME. a. In closed syllables : tfrepman (proper name,
and sometimes tfepman) < ceapman, ME. chapman,

' Chapman.'

II. Latin a, WS. a {oe), ea by breaking, ME. a. In open syllables :

saitrdi < saiternesdceg,
'

Saturday
'

; kceml < camelus, OE. camel,
'
camel

'

; kcesl

<,castellum, OE. castel,
'castle.'

In closed syllables: kcendl< candela OE
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candel,
'
candle

'

; poem < palma, OE. palm,
'
palm

'

; seem < psalmus, OE.

sealm,
'psalm'

; cerj&r < ancora, OE. ancor,
'anchor.'

III. Scand. a (o), ME. a. In closed syllables: reef<_roskr, ME. rasi,
'
rash

'

; haf<_ horskr, ME. harsk, with loss of r,
' harsh '

; rcenseek < rannsaka,

ME. ransaken, 'ransack'; geed ('goad'') < gaddr, ME. g-ao'; beeg < bagge,
'

bag
'

; /oefc < /ai, vb., < lakken (?),
' lack '

; fleet < flair, ME. /ai,
' flat.'

IV. 1) OF. a, ME. a (au). a) In originally stressed syllables, closed:

9t-cetf< atachen,
' attach'

; osn < ^Lnwe; ten < tannen,
' tan

'

; kozrn < calme,
'calm.'

6) In originally unstressed syllables, open: mcenr < manere, 'man

ner'; mgk-cenik <^mechanike, 'mechanic'; dcemid& < damage ; mcetr< matere,
'
matter

'

; kcetl < cafe/,
'
cattle

'

; neetfl < natural ; bcehns < balance ; qceln <

galoun,
'
gallon

'

; mcen < marien,
'

marry
'

; mairidg < mariage,
'
marriage

'

;

stceblif< establissen, '(e)stablish'; fcefn <Cfacioun, 'fashion'; meekdrl< makerel,
'
mackerel

'

; fcewrn (also tdrvrn, with excrescent r) < taverne,
' tavern

'

; pees/

< parcel, with loss of r; icspra (kceptn, keep) < capitain, 'captain'; bceptis(t)
<_baptiste, 'baptist'; tfceptr < chapitre, 'chapter'; cektl < actual ; scetisfcekfn

satisfaction, Wye. ; so scetisfcektri,
'

satisfactory
'

; standard < standard ; green-,

groim-, in graini, grcem9 < grammer (?),
'granny,'

'grandma'; so greensan,

'grandson'; beendn < abandune, 'abandon'; kvm-cenmant < commandement,
'
commandment

'

; blcerjkit < blanket ; treembl < tramaile,
' trammel

'

;
6o3/'

< bacheler,
'

bachelor
'

; kcelkalet < calculen, modified by Lat. calculatus,
'
calculate.

'

2) OF. e, ME. (e) a. In originally unstressed syllables, open : reehtiv <

rdatifr
' relative.' Closed : peetrid^ (with loss of r) < partriche, Fr. perdrix,

'
partridge.

'

3) OF. aw < a + /, ME. au. In originally unstressed syllables, open :

scesidg, < saucisse,
'
sausage.

'

V. Late Loan-words. 1) Lat. a. In open syllables: kcemari < camera ;

klairi (proper name) < Clara ; kceriktr < character ; dceti< c/ata, pi. of datum ;

grced&ali < Low Lat. graduale,
'

gradually
'

; cendmil < animal. In closed

syllables: dgz-cekli < exact- + Zy ; fcek(t) < factum,
'fact'

; fcektri <; factor,

'factory'; trade (t) <^tractus, 'tract'; tcentm < tandem ; cempatet < amputare,
'
amputate

'

; cebslut < eebsolutus,
'
absolute.

'

2) Fr. a. In open syllables : trceflk < trafique,
'traffic'

; keedami<
acacZ-

ewi/e,
'

academy
'

; spefcehti < specialite',
'
special (i)ty

'

; 6cen'& < baraque,
'barrack'

; kap-eesati < capacity,
'capacity'

; beetv. <^ bateau. In closed syl

lables: mcenafeektrar < manufacture + -er, so meenafcektrin, 'manufacturing';

ce&s < acf,
'
acts

'

; tei, sb., ta&f, tcektid < attaquer,
'

attack(ed)
'

; dceptid <

adapter,
'
adapted

'

; keetridz (with loss of r) < cartouche Dryden cartrage

'
cartridge

'

; cedvataiz < avertiss,
'
advertise

'

; kcebnit < cabinet ; feemli
</a-

mi'ZZe,
' family.'

3) Fr. e + nasal. In closed syllables : veendu < vendue, a sale.

4) Span. a. In open syllables : ban-eeni < banana ; aveeni < Habana,
'Havana'

; tab'adcr < tabaco,
'tobacco'

; tam'cetg, tam-eetr < tomate (some

times tam-eta),
'tomato.'

5) Greek a. In open syllables : eehpee])< a.\os + 7ra0os,
' allopath.' In

closed syllables : myeezmi <. fj.la<rfj.a,
'
miasma.

'

VI. Names. 1) With written a (aw). In open syllables: kcerdlain <
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Caroline. In closed syllables : mceklini < McElhinney ; cendrs < Andrus ;

kcenzas < Kansas ; beenfil(d) < Bdnfield ; tfcensi< Chauncy.

2) With written e. In closed syllables : skan-cektadi < Schenectady (Du. );

celmairi (celm-airi) < Elmira (sometimes also with long 5).

71. It will be seen that short oe appears in open syllables,

before voiceless consonants except /, )>, and s, and before the

simple nasals n, m, while it is half-long before voiced consonants.

Its separation from de is discussed under that vowel, but oe before

a consonant combination, as nd, is regularly short when that com

bination is simplified, as Icenlord, but Idend, from landlord, land.

72. Special attention may be called to the interchange of oe

and e in many words, as yceld, yces, wcel, rceldtiv, celmairi, cerdnt,

vcendu, skdn-cektddi, for 'yellow/ 'yes/ 'well/
'relative,'

'Elmira/

'errand/ 'vendue/
'Schenectady.'

The opposite change may be

seen in tfepmdn < Chapman, and cf. 80.

B. Long oe (tie).

73. Long oe occurs before the voiceless spirants /, p, s, and

before I, rj, n, or m
-f- cons, in closed syllables. It springs from :

I. 1) WG. a, WS. ce, p, ea by breaking or after a palatal, ME. a : laVp <

Icette, lai\>\>e (?), 'lath
'

; pa5>< joce>,
'path'

; gr&s < grces,
'

grass
'

; gld&s (dl&s)

< glees,
'
glass

'

; f&st, adj., < feest,
' fast

'

; ctftr < after,
'
after

'

; so ctftnun,

' afternoon,'

etftrardz,
'
afterwards

'

; krctft< crceft,
'
craft

'

; hcefi<C healfr
' half

'

;

ketf<cealf, 'calf ; l&ftr < hleahtor, 'laughter'; so laf,
'laugh,'

lafrbl, lafbl,
'laughable

'

; tfdef<C ceafi
'
chaff

'
;feH< sceal (when stressed),

'
shall

'

; hctn(d)
< Apna*,

' hand '

; l&n(d) < lond,
' land '

; st&n(d) < standan,
'
stand

'

; &nt <

cemette,
' ant'

; f&nt < sha(l)n't,
'
shan't

'

; Acerj < hangian,
' hang.'

2) WG. a, WS. el by umlaut, ME. a : U&st < bl&st, a blowing,
' blast.'

3) WG. ai, WS. <%, ME. a : <fcrt ((s) < ascian,
'
ask

'

; l&st (of a shoe)<

l&st,
'last.'

II. Lat. a, WS. a (d), ME. a : pl&str < em-plastrum, OE. plaster,
'
plaster ';

<fts < asinus, OE. assa,
'
ass

'

; pZ<n, sb. and vb., < plante, plantian, Lat. planta,
' plant.'

III. Scand. a, ME. a : &<sf < casten, ON. iasta,
'
cast

'

; neesti< nasty,

nasky, cf. Swed. naskug (Skt.),
'nasty'

; d&mp < dampe, ON. dampe,
'

damp';
6<r|& (of a river) < oan&Z, Orm. bannkess,

' bank'

; aix)gr< anngrenn, Orm., cf.

Dan. anger,
' anger.'

IV. 1) OF. a, ME. a (au) : t&sk < tas&e,
' task '; rctskil< raskailli,

'
rascal

'

;

bdend < 6anrfe,
' band

'

; eint < awnt tf&nt < chaunt,
'
chant

'

; ^rro^ni < graunt,

granten,
'
grant

'

; Ictmp < Zampe,
'

lamp
'

; retmp < rampen,
'

ramp
'

; tfins<

chance; detns < daunce,
'dance'

; l&ntf< launcen, 'launch'; kam-otnd < com-

mande, 'command'; lo^i)gid$< langage, 'language'; m&m (meem) < madame,

through ma-am ; skaintlin < scantilon,
' scantling.'

2) OF. au < a + /, ME. au : s5s < sauce.
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V. Late Loan-words. 1) Lat. a : kaz\>lik < catholicus,
'
catholic

'

; p&str<

pastor; so ptiestret,
'
pastorate

'

; etfriki < Africa ; olikihol < alcohol (Arabic) ;
klc%r\<^clangere,

'clang.'

2) Fr. a : kldes < classe,
'
class

'

; mties < masse,
'
mass

'

; mtiesk < masque ;

ozimanik (olmanik) < almanach (Arabic),
'almanac'

; kgn-etl < canal; k&mp <

camp ; /<2ws < Zance ; fr-a?ws < transe,
' trance

'

; groin (d) < grand.

VI. Names. 1) With written a : fan-air] < Chenango.

2) With written e : fclmairi (eelm-airi) < Elmira.

74. The vowel oe, both long and short, in IthD., is the direct

descendant of ME. short a, except perhaps before r in a closed

syllable (cf. 68). ME. a became fronted to oe in the 17th cen

tury, and in the 18th was lengthened before certain consonants,

and consonant combinations. In the 19th century long oe became

d in LdE. (cf. HES., 781), but it has been preserved in IthD.

This LdE. d appears before the fricatives /, \, and s in closed

syllables, as well as before r + cons., if we may formulate the

law from Sweet's Word-lists (HES., pp. 373-93). The only

exceptions given by Sweet are fasten, castle, with long d in open

syllables where we should expect oe, as in fathom, gather, lather.

In IthD., as we have seen, d appears before r + cons. Long oe,

corresponding to LdE. d not before r, occurs before /, ]>, s as in

LdE., but also before I, rj, and n or m + cons; Lengthening
before rj may be compared with a similar lengthening of short

open o ( 100), and tie before I, and n or m + cons, with similar

lengthening of a, o before I in the 17th century, and before nd,

tnb in ME. times. The separation of oe, de, is made more difficult

because of half-long oe before voiced consonants. It is possible,

also, that de occurs sometimes in open syllables before the frica

tives.

C. Long oe before r (aid).

75. The vowel de before r in closed syllables appears with a

glide, though this is not prolonged and is often hardly percepti

ble. This glide never represents, as in LdE., the lost r, is not

drawled so that the word becomes dissyllabic, and is usually no

more than is necessary in passing from the oe to the r position

(cf. 53). The vowel springs from:

I. 1) WG. a, WS. oz (a), ea by r+ cons, w-umlaut or by a palatal, ME. 9:

spcear< spcer, adj., vb.< sparian,
'
spare

'

; fcear< scearu, a part,
'
share

'

; kcear

<caru, cearu, 'care'; wcear (in 'beware') <^_waru; mcear (in 'nightmare')

<.mara; stee9r< starian,
'stare.' ME. a (d?) in bcear< 6aer / dcear<dear

(challenge) ,
' dare.

'
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2) WG. a, WS. e (ie) by umlaut, ME. f: swoear <swerian, 'swear';

wcear <werian, 'wear'; mccar <miere, Merc, mere,
'mare.'

3) WG. a, WS. ee + g, ME. a/, ei : fcear <fb%ger, M'E.fayre,feyre)
'fair.'

4) WG. a, WS. ? (a), ME. % (a) : Acear< hctr,
' hair

'

; fScear (par) < ><r,

' there
'

; hwcear (hwar) < hwier, hwdr,
' where.'

5) WG. ai, WS. ce by umlaut, ME. : rcear (to rise) < ro5ran,
'
rear

'

;

eearli (e'rli) < etrlice,
' early.'

6) WG. ai, WS. < by umlaut + g, ME. ai, ei : stcear < stager, ME. stai're,

' stair.'

7) WG. e, WS. e, ME. f: teear <_teran, 'tear'; ocear< beran,
' bear ' ;

bazar, sb., < bere,
' bear.'

II. Lat. Z, WS. e, ME. f : peear<pira, pi., OE. peru,
'pear.'

III. Scand. ja= e, ME. : skeear (skiar) < skeren, cf. Icl. skjare,
' scare.'

IV. 1) OF. e, ME, o : skwcear< square, adj. ; a7&Z-osar< declaren,
'declare.'

2) OF. eZ, ME. Ze (Z) : skwcear <_ squier,
' squire.'

3) OF. ai, ME. ai: rap-cear< repayren (to resort to),
'repair'

; cear<Cair.

4) OF. eZ, ME. : /ear (a cattle-show) <faire, feire,
'fair'

; disp-cear <

despayr, despeir, so the vb. < despeiren,
' despair.'

V. Late Loan-words. Fr. a : rcear< rare, psrp -rear <preparer,
' prepare.*

VI. Names. With written ay : \>ozar< Thayer ; scear< Sayre.

76. The vowel oe before ?^

(oea) has three sources : 1) ME. long
open f, whether originally long, or lengthened in ME.

2) ME. ai, ei by monophthonging.

3) ME. d, whether originally long or lengthened in ME. The

union of the first two classes is not difficult, when we consider

that the first element of the diphthong ei, ai is supposed to have

been nearly the same as the open f sound. The words of the

third division are 'spare/ vb. and adj., 'share/ sb., 'care/ 'he-

ivare/
'
mare

'
in ' nightmare,' '

stare/ vb.,
'

dare/
'

bare/
'

there/
'

where/ all of which, except the last four, had d in an open syl

lable in ME. In the 17th century this d became tie, when these

words easily fell in with those having long open % in ME. Our

words 'there/
'

ivliere/ probably descended from ME. ]>%re, hic^re,
though the occasional forms ftdr, hv:dr, in IthD. point to the older

forms as well.
'Dare'

and 'bare/ ME.
<dar,' 'bar,'

must have

lengthened their a's, probably in 1ME., though in these cases also

the forms ddr, bdr, occasionally heard, point to the original ME.

forms.

All words with oea from original open \ are to be separated

from those which have developed id in present English. The

conditions of the separation are these : IthD. oea springs from

ME. open f, remaining open, or from a diphthong of which open

is the first element. On the other hand, id (long i before r)
35



THE ITHACA DIALECT. 125

has descended from a ME. long close e, or from an open which

became close in early MdE. times (cf. 93, 96). That open

and close f were not entirely separate in ME. times is proved by
double forms occasionally heard, as skcedr, skidr,

'
scare

'

; rcedr,

ridr, 'rear'; /cear (a part), 'share'; fidr (to cut),
'shear.'

Sim

ilar proof of fluctuating quantity is given by such forms as cedrli,

waidr, erli, wer
('early,'

'were'). Especially peculiar is
'squire'

as skwcedr, but this may have been influenced by the adjective

'

square/ in the sense of
'

just/ since the common people use the

term only for one who is, or has been, a petty judge, or justice.

4. THE VOWEL e.

77. The vowel written e, a (6), and in various other ways,

appears as short close e (A), long close e (B), and as e before

(C).

A. The Short Vowel e.

78. This e has remained unchanged in the main from the

earliest times. Its principal sources areWG. e,WS. % by umlaut

of a, and e in French or other loan words. It is from :

I. 1) WG. e, WS. e, eo by / + cons, or u-umlaut, ME. e. In open syl

lables : leb*r < le\>er,
' leather ' ; feb~r < fe\>er,

' feather ' ; we3r < weder,

'weather'

; elam<elm; belr<bellan (?), cf. ON. belja,
'bellow'

; feli<_felg,
'

felly
'

; rekn <recenian,
'
reckon

'

; setl< setlan,
' settle.' In closed syllables :

fref<Cfersc,
'fresh7

; eldr< ellern,
'
elder

'

; seldom < seldan,
'
seldom

'

; swel

< swellan,
'
swell

'

; spel< spellan,
'
spell

'

; yel< gellan,
'
yell

'

; melt< meltan,

'
melt

'

; AeZp < helpan,
'

help
'

; yelk< geolca,
'
yelk

'

; Aeim< heofon,
' heaven

'

;

sevn < seofon, 'seven'; nek<hnecca, 'neck'; tred<tredan, 'tread'; west<

west; nest< nest ; here may be placed the etymologically uncertain biyend<_

begeondan,
'beyond'

; yendr<igeon, ME. yonder,
'yonder.'

2) WG. a, WS. ce (a), ea by breaking, ME. a (e). In open syllables :

tag -e'Sr< togcedere,
' together

'

; gefSr< gaderian
,

'
gather

'

; AweoV< hwaz\>er,

'whether7; hetf<hcec (hatch, door); nekid <.nacod,
'naked.' In closed

syllables : eks< eax,
'
axle

'

; in unstressed, hez< Aas / ez< as ; fet< Jxe,
' that

'

; hev < habban,
' have

'

; AecZ < hozdde,
' had.'

3) WG. a, WS. by umlaut, ME. e. In open syllables: 6erZ < berie,
'

berry
'

; beli< belg,
'

belly
'

; hevi< hefig,
' heavy.' In closed syllables : els

< dies,
'
else

'

; Ae/< hell; sel< sellan,
'
sell

'

; fel< scell, scyll,
'
shall

'

; fel<

fellan,
' fell ' ; tel< te//an,

' tell
'

; twelv< toeZ/,
' twelve

'

; eldr< eldra,
'
elder ';

hen<hen; men< men; pen, vb., <on-pennan, 'pen'; end<ende, 'end'; send

<sendan, 'send'; bend<bendan, 'bend';
len\>

<lengb*

, 'length'; ei)glend<

engleland (also cersgland), 'England'; stretf<.streccean,
'
stretch '; fetf<.

feccean,
' fetch 7

; Aer/g< Aec#,
' hedge

'

; weds < wecg,
'
wedge

'

; set< settan,

'
set

'

; net< net ; let (a hindrance in let-up) < lettan ; betr < betera,
'

better
'

;
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bed<bedd,
'bed'

; wed< wedian, 'wed'; red (Eng. 'rid')<Arec/c/an/ step

< steppan,
'

step
'

; rest< rest.

4) WG. Z, WS. eo by contraction, ME. e (e). In closed syllables : frend

<freond,
'friend'

; ben<gebeon, ME. been,
'been' (ten Brink, Ch. Gr. 23).

5) WG. Z, WS. eo by o-umlaut, ME. e. In closed syllables : levn <
end-

leofan, cf. Goth. aZn/Z/,
'eleven'

;
hens<heonan (cf. Ger. AZnnen), ME. hennes

with s ending,
' hence.'

6) WG. a', WS. de, ea after a palatal, ME. % (e). In open syllables:

fepard< sceaphyrde,
'
shepherd

'

; AerZn < Aa?rZn^,
'
herring

'

; medr< mctd,

m&dwe, 'meadow'; wepn<wcepn,
'weapon.' In closed syllables: bre\> <

brety,
' breath

'

; et< <& pret. of etan,
'
eat

'

; let< Z<taw,
' let

'

; wet< wc&,

'
wet

'

; \>red< bra'a',
' thread

'

; dred< drctdan,
' dread

'

; red< rtidde pret.,

' read''

; slept< sZd?pe,
' slept.'

7) WG. ai, WS. tie by umlaut,, e'a after a palatal, ME. (e). In open

syllables: eni<e%nig, 'any'; so eni\>in, eniwez, eniwarz,
'anything,' ' any-

way(s),'

'anywhere
(s).' In closed syllables: hel\><hetl\>, 'health'; enr<

ofrre,
'ever,'

so evri, 'every'; les <l&ssa, 'less'; left<lafde, 'left'; led<

Ictdde,
' led ' ; spree/< sprctdde,

'
spread

'

; fed < sceadan,
'
shed

'

; emfZ <

&metig,
'empty,'

so emtinz (yeast),
'emptyings.'

8) WG. i, WS. i, ME. e, i. In open syllables : ferif< scirgerefa,
' sheriff.'

In closed syllables : sens< sfiffian, ME. sZ^Aens,
'
since

'

; wed\><, OE. wid, but

late in Drayton, width.

9) WG. d, WS. e by umlaut, ME. e. In closed syllables : kept<cepte,
' kept

'

; twenti< twentig,
' twenty.'

10) WG. au, WS. ea, ME. f. In closed syllables : de\>< (Zea^,
' death '

;

AecZ< heafod,
' head ' ; red< read,

'
red

'

; led (a metal) < lead,
' lead

'

; ded

< dead,
' dead '

; 6recZ< bread,
' bread '

; ed< ead-weard,
'

Ed(ward)
'

;

tfepman (tfepman) < ceapman, but ME. chapman,
' Chapman.'

11) WG. eu, WS. eo, y by umlaut, ME. e (e). In closed syllables : brest

< 6reW,
' breast

'

; i>eft < h>eo/>, by/o",
'
theft

'

; devl, debl< o'eo/W (Lat.

diabolus),
'devil.'

II. 1) Lat. e, WS. e, ME. e : spend <.expendere, OE. dspendan,
'
spend

'

;

temp/ < templum, OE. ZempZ,
' temple.'

2) Lat. Z, WS. Z, e, ME. e. In open syllables : pepr< piper, OE. pipor,
'pepper.' In closed syllables: tjest (tfist) <cista, OE. cest, cist,

'chest.'

III. 1) Scand. e by umlaut of a, ME. e. In closed syllable : dwel<

dwellen,
'dwell,'

cf. Icl. dvelja, or is it OE. dwellan, with meaning modified by
dwelja ?

2) Scand. e, ME. e. In open syllables: felr<Cfelawe, Icl. felage,
' fellow.'

3) Scand. Z, ME. e. In closed syllables : fet <fitten, Icl. fitja.

IV. 1) OF. e, ME. e. a) In originally stressed syllables, open: letr<

Zettre,
' letter.' Closed : det < c/ette,

' debt
'

; d%et< gette,
' jet

'

; fcrefo < cor

rect, 'correct'; drekt< direct,
'direct,'

so drektr, drektri,
'director,'

'direct

ory
'

; afiekt < effect ; sasp-ekt < suspect ; teks(t) < texte,
' text

'

; septin <

except + ing; eks-ept < accepten, 'accept'; pres <_presse, 'press'; ekspr-es<^

expressen,
'express'

; kanfies <confessen, 'confess'; mend < amende, 'mend';

dap-end <^dependen,
'depend'

; dafiend <^defenden,
'defend'

; tendr< tendre,
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* tender
'

; repaz-ent< representen,
'
represent

'

; kans -ent < consenten,
'

consent
'

;
rent < rente,

'

rent
'

; kam-ens < commencen.
'

commence
'

; pZeo*5 < plegge,
' pledge.'

6) In originally unstressed syllables, open : meladi< melodie,
'

melody
'

;
veri< verray,

'

very
'

; merit< merit ; tre%r < tresor,
'
treasure '

; paz-efan<
possession ; prezadant< president ; dezart < e/esert prezant < present ; metl<
metaZ / sekand< seconde,

'
second

'

; rem9di< remedie,
'

remedy
'

; tenant<
tenon. Closed : ^rre^rrZ < Gregorie,

'

Gregory
'

; memri< memorie,
'

memory
'

;
pZentZ< p/ente,

'

plenty
'

; end^ain< engin,
'

engine
'

; entapraiz< enterprysed,
Ch. 'enterprise'; ram-embr <remembren, 'remember'; temprns ^temperance ;

eks-ept9bl < acceptable; medsan < medicine.

2) OF. aZ, ME. e. In originally unstressed syllables, open : fezartt <
fesant, OY.faisant,

'pheasant'

; vesl <vessaile, OF. vaissel,
'vessel.'

3) OF. ii, ME. u. In originally stressed syllables, closed : d&s <just

(also d&vs, d&is).

V. Late Loan-words. 1) Lat. e. In open syllables: led&sle tr< legis

lator ; regalr <regularis, 'regular7; regalet<regulatus, 'regulate'; febaweri<
Februarius,

'February.'
In closed syllables: desprit <desperatus, 'desper

ate'; lektrik<electrum, 'electric'; Heit<LowLat. collectare, 'collect';
rekl-ekt, also 'recollect'; ekstri< extra ; sLekt<selectus, 'select'; pap-el<

propellare,
'propel.'

2) Lat. a. In open syllables : d^enawgri< Januarius, Ch. January ; plegi,
&d].<plaga,

'plaguy.'
In closed syllables : ekwid9k<.aquaductus, 'aque

duct
'

; evrid&< Low Lat. averagium Skt.,
' average.'

3) Lat. 02. In closed syllables : semtri< LowLat. ccemeterium,
' cemetery.'

4) Fr. e. In open syllables: me\>adis(fXmethode, 'methodist'; sekateri

< secretaire,
'

secretary
'

; ehfant< elephant ; elagant< elegant ; sked&l<

schedule. In closed syllables: sental< centre + al ; senstiv< sensitif 'sensi
tive'

; fedralis(t) <federal; sevral< several ; intr-estin < inter-ess-,
'interesting.'

5) Greek ij : tehgraf, telagrceftin< rrj\e+ ypdcpw,
'

telegraph,
' '
telegraphing.

'

VI. Names. 1) With written e. In open syllables : dela-war<Delaware
,

d&enmi< Jeremiah, also c?5erZ 9d-esi<C Odessa. In closed syllables : 6entn <

Benton; ezri<^Ezra; mekskan <Mexican ; etni<Etna.

2) With written a (e). In open syllable: meri<Mary; meriland<.

Maryland.

3) With written a. In open syllable : elik< Alexander ; devnpbrt<

Ztauenport.

4) With written Z. In open syllable : oerjam < Bingham. In closed syl

lable : end&an < Indian.

79. It will be seen that the vowel e from ME. f is not uncom

mon. Sweet has called attention to the shortening before d and

t (HES., 824) ; but it is also common in open syllables where

it seems to have been peculiarly difficult to hold the long 6, % (see

the number of 's in closed or final compared with those in open

syllables), and also before ]>, pt, ft. Especially worthy of note

are those words having an orthographic ea, which seems to have
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been used in 1ME. for an open, as distinct from a close, L In

such words the vowel was clearly long, until ea had become thor

oughly established. The shortening probably took place before

the 16th century, when long ea became close <?, the former close

, commonly represented by ee, having become long I. Examples

are: 'treasure/ 'pheasant';
'measure'

and
'pleasure'

still have

long e in IthD., either original, or by later lengthening (cf. 83).

For examples of shortening peculiar to IthD., see 138.

80. The interchange with oe has been noticed in 72. The

place of oe is taken by e in many words, some of which, from

uncertain etymology, have not been mentioned. Examples are :

hetfl
' hatch

'

; hetfl,
' hatchel

'

; ketfr ketft, ketfi, adj.,
'

catch/
'

caught/
'

catchy
'

; eks,
'
axle

'

; ekwiddk,
'
aqueduct

'

; ge<5r,

'
gather

'

; tfepmdn, sometimes
' Chapman

'

; d^endweri,
' Janu

ary
'

; elik,
' Alex

'

; evridZ,
'
average

'

; devnpbrt,
' Davenport

'

;

and unstressed words like 'has/ 'as/ 'had/ 'have/
'that.'

This

e replaces i, especially before nasals, as in ben,
' been

'

;
'
since

'

;

endZdn, 'Indian'; endZain, 'engine'; c-erjam, 'Bingham'; ensaid,
'inside'

;-enclain, accented on first syllable, 'incline'; also in

red (Eng.
'rid'

< hreddan), fet<Jit, wedp < width, the latter

possibly influenced by
'

length/
' breadth

'

; but cf. 91.

81. The vowel e appears also in biyend, yendr, yelk ('beyond/

'yonder/ 'yolk') for an earlier eo long or short; and in such

words as dies, dZedZ, fet ('just/ 'judge/ 'shut'), where v occurs

in common speech. The last word, it should be said, is found

with e in ME. shetten (to shut). The same e occurs in the un

stressed you (yu), which is commonly ye through yv.

B. The Long Vowel L

82. The vowel & springs regularly from a Germanic front vowel,

followed by g (h), or from a Eomance or other long d in ME. Its

sources are :

I. 1) WG. a, WS. ee + g, ME. ai (ei). In open syllables: dS<:dceg,
'day7; medn < meegden,

'maiden.'

In closed syllables: men < mcegen,
'
main

'

; pe7 < pcegel,
'
pail

'

; nel < ncegel,
'
nail

'

; sneY < sneegel,
'
snail

'

;
tel < tcegel,

' tail.'

2) WG. a, WS. e by umlaut + g, ME. ei (ai). In open syllables: le <

lecgan,
'

lay
'

; se < secgan,
' say.'

In closed syllables : led < legde,
' laid.'

3) WG. a, WS. ee (a), ea by breaking or after a palatal, ME. d. In open

syllables: ekr<cecer, 'acre'; ekarn <aicern, 'acorn'; hezl<hcesel, 'hazel';
nekid (nekid very common) < nacod,

' naked.'
In closed syllables : blez <

6/ase, 'blaze'; fev<sceafan, 'shave'; ek<acan, 'ache'; mek <macian,
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'make7; wek<^wacian, 'wake'; bik <^bacan, 'bake'; so bekin, bikri, 'bak
ing,' '

bakery
'

; snik < snaca,
'
snake

'

; stek
('
stake ') < staca ; fik < sceacan,

'
shake

'

; it < eaAta,
'
eight

'

; mid <
macode,'made.'

4) WG. a, WS. e by umlaut, ME. e. In closed syllables : id& < ec^r,
'edge.'

5) WG. e, WS. e + g, ME. ei (ai). In open syllables : we < weg,
'

way
'

;

awe < onweg,
'

away
'

; pie < plegian,
' play.'

In closed syllables : sel < segel,
' sail'

; rin < regen, rin,
'rain.'

6) WG. e, WS. e, ME. f. In closed syllables : brik < brecan,
'break.'

7) WG. d, WS. & + g (A) , ME. aZ. In open syllables : #re< grcig,
'

gray
'

;

hwi < hwtieg,
'

whey
'

; ne6r < nihhebur (nebr very common),
' neighbor.'

8) WG. d, WS. 5, ME. a. In closed syllables : res (running) < r&s (?),
' race.'

9) WG. au, WS. ea, ME. f. In closed syllables : grit < ^rreat,
' great.'

10) WG. au, WS. Ze by umlaut + g, ME. ei. In open syllables : Ae < heg,

Kl., Sie. AZ(e).a,
'hay.'

II. 1) Scand. a, ME. d. In open syllables: wivr<vafra (?), possibly

OE. (?), ME. waver,
'waver.'

In closed syllables: kik <_kaka, ME. ca&e,

'
cake

'

; flik <fiaka, ME. flake,
' flake

'

; tik < ta&a, ME. ta&en,
'
take

'

; get

<; gata, ME. </ae,
'
gate

'

; sel < sal, ME. sa/e,
'
sale

'

; sem < samr, ME. same,

' same.'

2) Scand. e by umlaut of a, ME. e. In closed syllables : leg < /e^or, ME.

legg, 'leg'; eg < egg.

3) Scand. eZ, ME. eZ, aZ. In closed syllables : stek < steik, .ME.steZke

'steak'; bet<_beita, ME. baiten, 'bait'; rez< reisa, Wye. reZserc,
'raise.'

III. 1) OF. a, ME. a (au). a) In originally stressed syllables, open:

ebl < able; tebl < ta6/e ; stebl < sta6/e ; wed&z, pi. of wa^re ; e/ai-e < decas, pi.

by Gower,
'
decay.'

Closed : fes < face-; pies < p/ace ; pes < pace / dafies <

deface; kes<_case; spes < space ; eds<age; ked%<cage; pel <C pale, adj.;

<Zet < date ; p/et < p/ate / kev < cave / sew < save ; tfend&< chaunge,
'
change

'

;

rends < rangen,
'
range

'

; 9r-end& < arrayngen,
'
arrange

'

; 6/em < 6/ame.

6) In originally unstressed syllables, open: Ze6r < labour; netfr < nature ;

fev9bl<, favour, 'favorable'; so fevr,
'favor,'

and fevrait ('favorite'), a late

word ; d&nr-ejan < generation, Wye. ; infrm-efrn < informacioun,
'information.'

Closed : end^il< angele, angle (not< OE. engel),
'
angel

'

; dend%as< dangerous;

tflembr < chambre,
' chamber.'

2) OF. a/, ME. ai. a) In originally stressed syllables, open : pi < paien,

pay
'

; dil-i < a"e/aZe,
' delay.' Closed : wit < waiten,

'
wait

'

; klim <C'claime,

'
claim

'

; grin < .araz/n,
'
grain

'

; plen < plain ; tfin < cAaZne,
' chain.'

o) In

originally unstressed syllables,
open : igr < ague ; tretr < traitour,

' traitor.'

3) OF. ai < -a/Z-,
-anZ- (Beh. p. 135), ME. ai. a) In originally stressed

syllables, closed : fel <fallen,
' fail

'

; 9v -il< avail, b) In originally unstressed

syllables, open : tilr < taillours,
' tailor'

; d$ilr <jaioler,
' jailer.' Closed : d^il

< ^ai/Ao/,
' jail.'

4) OF. ei, ME. ei, ai. a) In originally stressed syllables, closed: stret

('
strict ') < streit ; fi\> < fryth,

' faith
'

; vil < ve/Z / ven
('
vain ') < veyn ;

pent < paZnt ; pin < pe?/ne,
' pain.'

6) In originally unstressed syllables,

closed : dinti < deynte,
' dainty.'
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5) OF. e, ME. \ . In originally unstressed syllables, open : megr< mesure,

' measure.'

IV. Late Loan-words. 1) Lat. a. In open syllables : selbr-ifan < ce/e-

bratus,
'

celebration
'

; sarkaVifan, sarkhifan < circulus,
'
circulation

'

;
kar^g-e-

fanl < congregatus,
'
congregational

'

; veepr-efan < evaporatus,
'
evaporation

'

;

papal-efn < populus,
' population.'

2) Fr. a. In open syllables: slevri < esclave,
'slavery,'

Gascoigne has

slaveries ; piskap-elin < episcopalian ; panansi'ifan < pronunciation ; spekabifan<

speculation ; pirant < parent ; tirif <^tariffe,
'tariff.'

In closed syllables: rit

< rate, in
' first rate.'

3) Fr. ai. In open syllables : be< 6aZe,
'

bay
'

; ple&r< plaisir,
'
pleasure

'

;

trinin, sb., < trayn, through a later verb,
' training.'

4) Ital. a : kepr < capriolus (Skeat),
' caper.'

V- Names: dini < Dana ; penslvini < Pennsylvania; yipl < Yaple (Du.) .

83. Except for the from ME. ei (ai), the majority of words

with spring from older a, lengthened in ME. in open syllables,

or before n, m + cons., as in
'

change/
' chamber.' These retained

the d sound until the 17th century, when it became fronted to de,
and in the next century raised to S. The length in all words with

a before n -f- palatal g seems to establish the lengthening as ME.

The examples are: 'change/ 'grange/ 'strange/
'
range

'
< ME.

rengen (cf. Fr. ranger), 'manger/ 'stranger/ 'danger/
'angel.'

Peculiar to IthD. are the lengthened vowels in 'pleasure/ 'meas--

ure/
'

leg/
' egg,' '

edge/ though the ea of the first two words indi

cates earlier long vowels, which have been preserved perhaps. In

the other words, the lengthening before g is parallel to that of

open o in such words as dog, log (cf. 103). Such forms as t&rif,

y6pl, for tariff, Yaple, are to be accounted for as sight words,

rather than as purely ear words.

84. In certain closed syllables, especially before the voiceless

cons, k, sometimes before d and I, an & is often given which seems

to stand between g and e. Such words are never pronounced

short, as in some dialects (tek, mek, for 'take/ 'make'), but
there is the suggestion of such a sound. It is not common

enough to be regarded as normal, but it is not uncommon with

some speakers.

C. The Vowel e (before r).

85. The sound represented by e, while nominally placed with

e, 6, is rather a back than a front vowel, and open instead of close.

It has developed, not only from e, i, but more commonly from the

back vowels a, o, u, as will be seen from examples. When from
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an original front vowel, the sound has become guttural in its

formation through the influence of the r. It is from :

I. 1) WG. e, WS. eo by r + cons, or u-umlaut, ME. e (a, u): er> < eor>e,
'
earth

'

; wer]> < weor\>,
'
worth

'

; werfip < weor]>scipe,
'

worship
'

; AeVJ>< Aeor>,
'hearth'; ernist < earnest, 'earnest'; lern <leornian, act. as well as pass.,
' learn '

; herd < Aeorc/e,
' herd

'

; werk < weorc,
'
work

'

; werld < weorold,

worold, 'world'; fir <feor when unstressed, 'far'; wers <wyrse, wirse,
' worse.'

2) WG. Z, WS. Z, ME. Z (e, u): her < hire,
'her'

; bertf
'

<birce,
'birch'

;

bird < bridd,
' bird '

; bern < birnan (intr.),
' burn '

; )>erd < \>ridda,
' third

'

;

Yerti <i>rittig, 'thirty'; sterap, or sterp often, <stigerdp, KL, ME. stirap,
' stirrup.'

3) WG. a, WS. ea by r+cons., ME. ea, e (?): ern<earnian, 'earn';
fern <fearn,

' fern.'
Here may be mentioned also the word perti <pr&tig,

with metathesis of r, ME. praty, pretie.

4) WG. o, WS. o, u, Me. o (u): /er < /or when unstressed, 'for'; sper

< spura,
'
spur

'

; w'erd < word / /erdr <furb*or,
' further

'

; merdrt< mor\>or,

'murder'; aferd (sometimes) < gefortSian, 'afford'; spern < spurnian,
'
spurn

'

; berst, berstid < borsten, perf. part.,
'

burst
'

; \>erst< \>yrst,
' thirst.'

5) WG. u, WS. u<u + n, ME. u (o); KrzcZZ (' Thursday ')< JwescZa^,

KL, or does our word come from ON. \>drsdagr?

( 6) WG. u, WS. it, or y by umlaut, ME. Z (e, it): first <fyrst (also /st

with loss of r ; /ert < *scyrte, KL,
'
shirt

'

; ster < styrian,
' stir.'

7) WG. a, WS. tie by umlaut, ME. %: wer <welron (also war, woear),
'
were

'

; ernz < ctrende, also cerant,
' errands.'

II. Lat. u, WS. u, ME. w : perpZ < purpura, OE. purpur,
'
purple

'

; tert/

< turtur, OE. turtZe (a dove).

III. Scand. Z, ME. Z : hwerl < hwirfia, ME. hwirlen,
' whirl.'

IV. 1) OF. e, ME. e, (a), a) In originally stressed syllables: kliirk<

clerc,
'
clerk

'

; davert< diverten,
' divert

'

; term < tenne,
' term.'

b) In orig

inally unstressed syllables : mersi < mercy ; persan < persone,
'
person

'

; ser

vant < servaunt,
'
servant

'

; vertfa < verfu,
'
virtue

'

; sertnli < certein + Zy,
'

certainly
'

; mertfant < merchant ; serd^ant -< sergant,
' sergeant.'

2) OF. u, ME. o, u, ou. a) In originally stressed syllables : tern < turnen,
'turn'

; pers < purse; dist-'erb < disturben,
'disturb.'

6) In originally un

stressed syllables : dger-werk <jornee
(' journeyman,' ' journeyman's work ');

pertfas < purchase, sb., purchasen, vb. ; afrerni
('

attorney') < aturne ; kertn <

curtine,
'
curtain

'

; perpas < porpos,
'
purpose

'

,
skwerl < squirel, OF. escurel,

'
squirrel

'

; mermar < murmure,
' murmur.'

V. Late Loan-words. 1) Lat. Z: serklet <C*circulat-,
'circulate.'

2) Fr. e : ter6/ < terrible ; yunaversti < university
' university.'

3) Fr. u : JerZes < burlesque; firnitfar -^furniture (Spenser) < OF. fornir.

VI. Names. With written u : berl < Burrill ; bert, ber-rt< Burritt ; derm

< Durham ; kerts < Kurtz (German).

86. This e is found regularly in closed syllables, but occasion

ally in open ones, as veri, sterdp, ferdn, for
'

very/
'

stirrup/ 'foreign?

42



132 DIALECT NOTES.

Usually, however, in open syllables the sound is more exactly v,

the vowel which e is most like in IthD. In the majority of

words, e springs from a vowel which must have been of guttural

quality in syllables closed in ME. Sometimes this was a length

ened vowel, if we may trust the evidence of our ea in '

earth/

'earn/ 'learn/
'earnest'

; but these must have been short at some

time before the 17th century, or they would be now pronounced

like 'fear/
' hear.' The early guttural quality of this vowel is

shown by such ME. spellings as hurde, ivurth, wurship, urthe,

lumen, shurt, hure, for 'herd/ 'worth/ 'worship/
'

earth/ 'learn/

'shirt/
'her.'

Occasionally ME. ii has become e, as in 'first/ 'stir/

though usually this vowel has become by unrounding (cf. 112).

The influence of w is seen in the spellings of our words 'worth/

'worship/ 'ivork/
'

ivorld/ 'worse/ which otherwise would have

been spelled with e.

As noticed in 66, ME. e before r is now d in some words.

This confusion of er, ar dates from Chaucer's time at least, but

the dr in many words probably dates from 1ME. or early MdE.

(cf. HES., 789), so that dr in present speech does not necessa

rily imply a ME. pronunciation ar. Some words with er in IthD.

may have been influenced by the spelling, since they are dr in

LdE. Examples are: 'clerk/
'sergeant.'

On the other hand,

sartin, riz-arvd, are sometimes heard.

5. THE VOWEL i.

87. The vowel whose quality is that of % (short), but which,
when long, is represented by e, ee, ea, ie, and in other ways, will

be considered under A, short i ; B, long i (l) ; and C, % before r,

or id.

A. The Short Vowel i.

88. Short i has been preserved with regularity in WG., and

in loan-words whatever their source. It springs also from the

WS. umlaut y, and is sometimes a variant with e or a. Its

source is :

I. 1) WG. Z, WS. Z (eo by u-umlaut), ME. Z. In open syllables : wida (also

widr) < widwe,
'
widow

'

; midl < middel,
'
middle

'

; \>isl < \>istel,
' thistle

'

;

hwisl< hwistlian,
'
whistle

'

; sikl < sicol,
'
sickle

'

; slipri < slipor,
'

slippery
'

;

slip < slippan,
'

slip
'

; filn < scilling,
'

shilling
'

; bitr< biter,
' bitter.' In closed

syllables : stil< stille,
'
still

'

; wil< willa,
'
will

'

; tfildrn < cildru,
'
children

'

;

silvr < seolfor,
'
silver

'

; milk< meolc,
'
milk

'

; smi\> < smi\>,
'
smith

'

; wits< toit!,
'
with '; riz< risen, pp.; mis< missan,

'

miss '; gris(t) < grist ; rist< wrist ; fif<
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fisc,
' fish ' ; miks< miscian,

'
mix

'

; batwikst< betwix,
'
betwixt ' ; fift< sciftan,

'
shift

'

; Z/< gifr
' if

'

; liv< libban,
' live

'

; stitf<. stician,
'
stitch

'

; twig<

twZ^r; rZt< writen, pp. ; 6Zt< 6Zten, pp., 'bitten'; rid<riden, pp., 'ridden';
./Zd<Mid,

' lid
'

; sZZeZ< sliden, pp. ,
'
slidden

'

; rib< rZ6 fip < scZp,
'

ship
'

;

siijk< sincan,
'

sing
'

; cZrZrj/c < drincan,
' drink '

; n'n< hringan,
'

ring
'

; >Zrj
< >Zn^,

'

thing
'

; s/Zrj < slingan,
'

sling
'

; sZrj < singan,
'

sing
'

; swZn < swingan

{with change of meaning ?),
'

swing
'

; &//rj < clingan,
'

cling
'

; or/rj < bringan,
'

bring
'

; in< in ; tin < fZn ; spin< spinnan,
'
spin

'

; wZn< gewinnan,
'
win

'

;

tfin< cZn,
'
chin

'

; bag-in <beginnan, 'begin'; twin<geiwin, 'twin'; wintr

< winter ; hindr< hindrian,
' hinder ' ; wZncZ< wind ; him < AZm ; swim < su;Zm-

man,
'
swim

'

; timbr< timber.

2) WG. Z, WS. i (for Z+ n), ME. Z. In closed syllables: fift<fifta,
' fifth

'

; //Z <fiftig,
'

fifty
7

; fift is Elizabethan Eng. also.

3) WG. i, WS. Z, ME. Z. In closed syllables: wizdam < wisdom, 'wis

dom
'

; wimin< wifman,
'
women

'

; oZZs< 6ZZss< 6/Z>s,
' bliss.'

4) WG. u, WS. y, y by umlaut, ME. Z. In closed syllables: wZ/<

wyscean, for *wunsc-,
'wish'

; bild <*bylden,
'build.'

5) WG. u, WS. y by umlaut, ME. Z. In closed syllables: fist<fyst,
' fist

'

; >Zm6/< \>ymel,
' thimble

'

; A/cZ< hydde,
'

hid '

; litl< lytel, sometimes

litl,
' little.'

6) WG. au, WS. ea or y by umlaut, ME. e. In closed syllables : strip<

be-strypan,
'

strip
'

; rZ& (for hay) < hriak,
'
rick.

'

7) WG. eu, WS. eo or y by umlaut, ME. e. In open syllable : driri<

driorig, *dryrig,
'dreary.'

In closed syllables: drip < drypan (?), 'drip';
^Z^;< sioc (sik sometimes) ,

'
sick.

'

8) WG. a, WS. e, y by umlaut, ME. e, e (Z). In open syllables: sili<

sel(d)lic, syllic KL,
'silly.' In closed syllables: inst-id <onstede,

'instead'

;

(/YZ< cyle, cele,
'
chill

'

; strZrj< streng,
'

string
'

; ZZrj&< hlence,
' link '

; m/rjjrZ

<^mengan, 'mingle'; sind&< sengean, 'singe'; grin<^grennian, 'grin'; nib

<ne6o,
'nib.'

9) WG. e, WS. Z, ME. Z. In open syllables: livr< lifer,
'liver.' In

Closed syllable : giv < gifan,
'
give

'

; liv< libban,
' live.

'

10) WG. e, WS. e, y (Z) by umlaut of eo by u-umlaut or breaking, ME.

i, e. In closed syllables : yistadi< geostran dceg, giestra, gystra,
'

yesterday
'

;

siks< six ; yit< get,
'
yet

'

; git< getan,
' get.'

11) WG. d, WS. e by umlaut, ME. e. In open syllables: wiri<wirig,
'weary.' In closed syllables: britfiz < 6rec

, 'breeches'; sZms, 3d. sing.

pres., <^ge-siman,
' seems.'

II. 1) Lat. Z, WS. Z (e), ME. Z. In closed syllables: dif< discus, OE.

disc,
' dish

'

; bifap < episcopus, OE. biscop,
'

bishop
'

; ^/"i's* (tfest) < cZsta, OE.

cest, cZst,
'chest'

; pitfEpicene, OE. pZc,
'pitch.'

2) Lat. u, o, WS. y by umlaut, ME. Z. In open syllables: kitfin<

*cocina< *cucina for coquina, OE. cycene,
' kitchen.' In closed syllables : mZZ

<molina, OE. mylen,
'mill'

; intf<uncia, OE. ynce,
'inch.'

3) Lat. a, WS. y by umlaut of palatal ea, ME. Z. In open syllables :

kitl < catillus, OE. cyteZ, cete/,
' kettle.'

III. 1) Scand. Z, ME. Z. In closed syllables: skil<skil, ME. s^i'ZZ ; drift

<C dript, ME. drifte,
' drift

7

; skin< skinn,
'
skin

'

; windar< vindauga, ME.
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%

windoge,
'
window

'

; icindlas < vinddss, ME. windas,
'
windlass

'

; krik<

kriki (?), ME. crike,
'creek.'

2) Scand. tie, ME. e (Z) : wirj< j;<wyr, ME. winge (cf . PBB.X. p. 65),
' wing.'

3) Scand. y<u by umlaut, ME. Z, y. In closed syllables : lift<lypta,

ME. ///ten,
'lift'

; sistr <_syster, ME. sister, syster.

IV. 1) OF. Z, ME. Z. a) In originally stressed syllables, closed : dlivr<_

delivren,
' deliver '

; kans-idr< considren,
'
consider

'

; prins < prince ; simpl<

s/mp/e ; ritf< riche,
' rich.'

b) In originally unstressed syllables, open : piti

< pZtee,
'

pity
'

; siti< cite,
'

city
'

; ritfiz< richesse,
'
riches

'

; /;ri'A;Z^< criquet,

'
cricket

'

; likr< licour,
' liquor '

; /yr <figure ; sizrz < cisoures,
'
scissors

'

;

mizari < miserie, 'misery'; fazifan < jisicien, 'physician'; vilid& < village ;

pid&an<ipigon,
'pigeon'

; difakalti <^difficulte,
'difficulty.'

Closed: princapli

<; principal+ Zy ; kantinyal< continue!,
'
continual

'

; difarns< difference ; fam -il-

yar <^familier,
' familiar ' ; 6ZZs>fi < habilite,

'

ability
'

; artilri< artilries, Ch.,
'

artillery
'

; tfZst'ZZ < distillen,
' distil ' ; //yrZ< liverie,

'

livery
'

; privlid&<

privilege; partiklr <^particuler, 'particular'; s/rjya/ar< singuler (also s/rjy/ar),

'singular'; skripfan < description ; viztin <^visiten, 'visiting'; sitz9n< citizen ;

mistfif<^ mischiefe, meschief

2) OF. e, ME. Z. In originally unstressed syllables, closed: tfimbli,

tfimli< chimnei, OF. cheminee, chimenee.

3) OF. e, ME. e. In originally unstressed syllables, closed : d^inrali

(d&nali) < general, 'generally'; printis <aprentis, 'apprentice'; at-indans<

attendance ; Indian< engin,
'
engine.

'

V. Late Loan-words. 1) Lat. Z. In open syllables: mabifi< mZ/ZtZa ;

paA -Z6atrZ< prohibitorius,
'

prohibitory
'

; trZ&wn < tribunus,
' tribune.

'
In closed

syllables : igz-ist< existere,
'
exist

'

; AZstrZ< historia,
'

history
'

; sistm < system /

instatut< institutus,
' institute

'

; Z/*f7-Zs< interest ; intamit< intimus,
' intimate

'

;
rad-iklas <ridiculus,

'ridiculous'

; spirtfalis(t) < spiritualis,
'spiritualist.'

2) French Z. In open syllables : litratur < literature ; ribit < ?-Zwet / cebHfanis

<Cabolir, 'abolitionist'; pavi&nz< provision (also parvigan). In closed

syllables : insadant< incident ; influns< influence ; invlid< invalide,
' invalid

'

;
pas istant <persister, 'persistent'; vizbl < visible.

3) Spanish e. In open syllables : nigr< neyro.

VI. Names. 1) With written i. In open syllables : keeskad-ili < Casca-

dilla; i\>iki < Ithaca ; vard^ini< Virginia ; biiqamtn < Binghampton ; mifagn<

Michigan ; yulisas < Ulysses. In closed syllables : 6rZrjtrAo/< Brinkerhoff;
sinsapo< Sincebaugh, Du.

2) With written e. In open syllables: < Seneca. In closed

syllables : mak-inzi < McKenzie ; pahipsi< Poughkeepsie, Du.

3) With written u. In open syllables : liki < Zuc&e, Ger.

89. Short i, like short e, has been stable from the earliest

times, notwithstanding the occasional interchange with e ( 81).

It is found in both open and closed syllables, but is far more

common in the latter.

90. Short i from a longer vowel is found in a few words,

usually in closed syllables and before voiceless consonants. Such
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cases are
'

wisdom/
'

woman/ conforming to the common rule that

in compounds or dissyllables before combinations of consonants a

long vowelwas shortened inME. (cf. 'duke/ 'duchess/ 'child/ 'chil

dren '). The cases of shortening, arranged in order of the follow

ing consonants, are : 'fifth/ 'fifty/
'

little/
'

breeches/
'

strip/
'

drip/
'

Poughkeepsie/ 'sick/
'rick'

(for hay), 'women/ 'thimble/
'seems'

(sometimes),
<

build/ 'hid/
'

dreary/
'weary.' 'Build'

is perhaps

questionable as a shortening, and
' hid

'
has no doubt been in

fluenced by
the"

participle, which appears as
'

hid/ not
' hidden.'

Ger. ii, like ME. umlauted u, has become i by unrounding.

91. The interchange of e with i has been noticed under e. A

similar, but more regular, interchange is of i with e, occurring

especially before nasals. Examples are :
'

general/
'

generally/

'apprentice/ 'attendance/ 'engine/ 'Seneca/ 'Prentiss/
'McKenzie.'

Words that had earlier undergone the change are :
'

string/
'
min

gle/
'

link/
'

singe/
' grin.' After y or g, the change occurs in

'

yet/
'

yesterday/
'

get/ and earlier in ' give.' Other examples

are 'steady/ 'instead/ while it had earlier occurred in 'silly/
1

chill/
'

six/ and
' nib.'

B. The Long Vowel I.

92. The long vowel %, not before r, develops from ME. (from

whatever source) if remaining long. It comes also from e when

lengthened in ME., as it was especially in open syllables and

before Id, nd, mb. It springs from :

I. 1) WG. d, WS. 03, ia by a palatal, ME. f. In open syllables : gridi<

grdtdig,
' greedy.' In closed syllables : ivnin< tiefen,

'

evening
'

; spitf< spctc,

'
speech

'

; sid < said,
'
seed

'

; did < dtitd,
' deed '

; nidi < nctdl,
'
needle

'

;

rid< rtiedan,
'
read

'

; slip < sltiepan,
'

sleep
7

; flip < sciap,
'

sheep
'

; mil <

early ME. mat, Eng. meal-time (cf . KL Mahl 2) ; briS < brtieU, sb. (ME. breS)

before the shortening of the sb. to bre\>,
' breathe.'

2) WG. a, WS. e by umlaut of d before a nasal, ME. e. In closed sylla

bles : kwin < cwen,
' queen.'

3) WG. ai, WS. tie by umlaut, ME. \. In open syllables : si< s<,
' sea.'

In closed syllables : dil< tSat,
' deal

'

; itf< etlc,
'
each

'

; ritf< retcan,
'
reach ';

hit, vb., < A5tan,
' heat'

; hwit < hwtiete,
'wheat'

; lid< Itiedan,
' lead'

; ZZsf <

Idest, 'least'; lin, vb., < hleenan, 'lean'; klin < clttne, 'clean'; liv <lcefan,

' leave.'

4) WG. ai, WS. tit + g, ME. ai, ei. In open syllables : iSr (itSr) <

tieghweefrer,
'
either

'

; nit!r (nvtfr) < nctghwce\>er,
' neither.'

5) WG. d, WS. e by umlaut, ME. e. In closed syllables: fil<filan,

' feel ' ; kin < cine,
'

keen
'

; grin< grine,
'
green

'

; sim (sims often) < seman,

'
seem

'

; sik < secan,
'
seek

'

; 6Zt/< ftece,
' beech

'

; kip < cepan,
'

keep
'

;
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sunt < swite,
'
sweet

'

; fit <fet,
' feet

'

; mit < mitan,
'
meet

'

; grit < gritan,

'
greet

'

; fid < fidan,
' feed.'

6) WG. a, WS. e by umlaut of d < a + n, ME. e. In closed syllables :

AZ/ < Ae7a < *hohila, < hanhila,
' heel.'

7) WG. au, WS. ea, y by umlaut, ME. . In open syllables : /Z, sb., <

fleah,
' flea

'

; stipl < stype/,
' steeple.' In closed syllables : bal-iv (bliv) <

belyfan,
' believe

'

; lif< liafr
' leaf

'

; dif< deaf
' deaf

'

; fit < scyte,
'
sheet

'

;

bit < biatan,
' beat

'

; mrf < nyd, niad,
'
need

'

; ist < east,
'
east

'

; bin < bean,
' bean

'

; stim < steam,
'
steam

'

; strim < striam,
'
stream

'

; tZm< tiam,
'
team

'

;

drim < driam,
' dream '

; aVZn < dreahnian, KL,
' drain.'

8) WG. eu, WS. eo, ME. e. In closed syllables : friz < friasan,
' freeze ';

h/< J?eo/
' thief

'

; dip < c/eop,
'

deep
'

; &rZp < criopan,
' creep.'

9) WG. e, WS. e, ME. e before Id. In closed syllables: fild<sceld,
'
shield

'

; yZW < geldan,
'
yield

'

; fild <feld,
' field.'

10) WG. e, WS. eo by contraction, ME. i. In open syllables : si < sion,

<*sehwan, 'see7; ni < cnio <^*cneow, 'knee'; tri <^treo <^*treow, 'tree';

/?</eo in inflectional forms,
'fee.'

In closed syllables: hwil < hweol<

*hwehol,
'
wheel

'

; s/n, pp. and pret., < seon,
'
seen

'

; batwin < betwionan,
4 between.'

11) WG. e,WS. e by lengthening, ME. e. In open syllables : AZ< Ae,
' he

'

;

mi< me,
'
me

'

; wi < we,
'
we

'

; Zyn (ivm) < e/en, cf. Sie., 121 et seo.,
' even.'

12) WG. e, WS. e, ME. f. In open syllables : wizl < wes/e, wesole,
' weasel.'

In closed syllables : stil < stelan,
'
steal

'

; mi/ < melu (ground grain);
bakwib"

<becwe\>an, 'bequeath'; yist<.gest, 'yeast'; lit/< leccean, 'leach'; Zt<

etan,
'

eat
'

; wiv < wefan,
'

weave
'

; win < wenian (to accustom),
' wean.'

13) WG. a, WS. y by umlaut of contraction, ME.
,
e. In closed sylla

bles : stil < sty/e, ste/Z (cf. OHG. staAo/),' steel.'

14) WG. a, WS. e by umlaut, ME. f. In closed syllables : hiv < hebban,
' heave

'

; mZt< mete,
' meat.'

15) WG. a, WS. y by umlaut of breaking, ME. i before Id. In closed

syllables : wild < gewyldan, KL,
' wield.'

16) WG. Z, WS. eo by contraction, ME. e. In open syllables: \>ri<

t!rio,
' three

'

; fi < seo,
'
she

'

; /ri < frio,
' free

'

; 6Z < bio,
'
bee

'

; 6Z < 6eon,
'be.'

17) WG. Z, WS. Z, ME. Z, e. In closed syllable : wik < wZcu, ME. weke

(wike, wucu),
' week.'

II. 1) Lat. d, WS. ct, y by umlaut of palatal ia, ME. f. In closed sylla

bles : strit < strata, OE. str<t,
'
street

'

; tfiz < caseus, OE. cyse,
' cheese.'

2) Lat. e, WS. e, ME. e. In open syllables: fivr <febris, 0~E. fiefor,
' fever.'

III. 1) Scand. ei, ME. ei. In closed syllables : wik < weZ&r, ME. weZA;,
' weak.'

2) Scand. e, ME. . In closed syllable : lik < /eita, ME. leken,
' leak.'

IV. 1) OF. e, ME. g (e). In originally stressed syllables, open: agri<

agreen,
'
agree

'

; dagri< degre,
' degree '

; fibl <feble,
' feeble.'

Closed : fist

<feste,
' feast ' ; bist < 6est,

'beast'

; pitf<^ peche,
' peach'

; pritf<, prechen,
'
preach

'

; sis < cessen, 'cease
'

; ras-it < receZt, receipt
'

; kans-it< conseyte,
' conceit.'
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2) OF. ai, ME. f . a) In originally stressed syllable, closed : pis < pees,
'
peace

'

; pliz < plesen,
'
please

'

; displ-iz < displesen ; iz< ese,
'

ease
'

; dafit

< e/e/et,
' defeat ' ; ratr-it < retreten,

'
retreat

'

; trit < treten,
' treat.'

b) In

originally unstressed syllables, open : tritis < tretZs,
'

treatise
'

; fitfarz <

fetures,
' features '

; rizn< resoun,
'
reason

'

; sZ*n < sesoun,
' season.'

3) OF. ei, ME. eZ. In originally stressed syllables, closed : ras-iv <

receiven,
'
receive

'

; das-iv < deceiven,
' deceive.'

4) OF. ue (Beh., p. 104, 152), ME. i. a) In originally stressed syllables,
closed : 6i/< 6ee/ 6) In originally unstressed syllables, open : pipl < peple,
' people.'

5) OF. ie, ME. i. a) In originally stressed syllables, closed: yr</<

S^Ze/; ?/?/"< chief; pis < pece,
'
piece

'

; raliv < releve,
' relieve.'

V. Late Loan-words. 1) Lat. Z. In open syllables : farini < farina.

2) Lat. e. In open syllables : frikantli<frequent + Zy ; aZcZ-Z < Za*ea ; tipid

< tepidus,
' tepid.'

In closed syllables : kbal-is< coalescere,
'

coalesce
'

; sinan

< scena,
' scenery.'

3) Lat. ee. In open syllable : tid%as < teediosus.

4) Fr. Z. In open syllables: fivar-i < charivari,
'charivari.'

In closed

syllables : distrik(t) < district ; maf-in < machine, not from ME.

5) Span. i. In open syllable : mashitr < mosquito.

6) Greek 77. In open syllable : krait-irin < KpirT\piov,
' criterion.'

VI. Names. 1) Withwritten e. In open syllables : karwilas< Cornelius ;

d&in-ivi < Geneva ; bwigo (wigo) < Owego ; swidnbord&n < Swedenborgian.

2) With written Z in closed syllable : u;Z^nr < Wisner.

93. Words in which % occurs have sprung from ME. 6, % (close

and open). The separation is not easy, and from the standpoint

of ME. alone has never been satisfactorily made. But comparing

the earlier and later development, the separation may be made as

follows :

1) Words now spelled with e, ee, ei, ie, had close 6 in ME.,
except 'greedy/ 'evening/ 'speech/ 'seed/

'

deed/
' needle,' '

sleep/
'

sheep/
'

steeple/
'

sheet/
'

need/
'

steel/
'

street/
'

cheese/ possibly
'wield.'

To these, fuller lists of I words would add some exam

ples, but not many compared with the whole number.

2) Words now spelled with ea had open f in ME., either from

an OE. long open vowel, or by lengthening in open syllables

in ME.

This division holds good also for words with long i before r

(cf. 95, 96). The exceptions under 1) show that in some

words open f had become close before others for some reason

not easy to see.

The two classes of words remained distinct until comparatively

recent times. Those of the first class became % in the 16th cen

tury, the words of the second class becoming close & about the
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same time. In the 18th century words in ea also became %, with

a few exceptions, as great, break.

94. Certain words require special attention. %dr, n%dr, are

the regular forms for '

either/
'

neither/ but nioSr is often heard,

perhaps influenced by
' other.' Instead of these forms we should

expect <3Y, nffir, in uninterrupted development, forms surviving

among the Irish to-day. But these words fluctuated in the 18th

century, the % finally establishing itself. 'Drain/ as drln, is an

exceptional development, unless two forms are to be predicated

for ME. times, one *drein-, *drain- < OE. dr&ahnian when the

vowel + h has become the diphthong, and one *drin- in which

the h had been lost before ME. times, as may be indicated by
OE. drtnian. The two words '

leak/
'

leach/ both with i, cannot

both come from OE. leccean, which would give regularly only

lltf ('leach'). It seems clear, therefore, that Sweet is right in

deriving
'leak' from the Scandinavian, represented by Icl. leka.

The form dblidZ is perhaps from a late Fr. form,while the present

English dbVaidZ is the proper form from ME. obllgen. Thewritten

e is long % in tepid, coalesce, because these were introduced as eye-

words (cf. a as in tariff, 83). The lengthening of written i

in dlstrik(t) < district and wlznr< Wisner is late and peculiarly

dialectal.

C. Long it before r (id).

95. Before r in closed syllables a glide is developed, more
perceptible in the case of this closed vowel than after the more

open oe. This is represented by id, and it springs from :

I. 1) WG. d (Germ, i), WS. tie (ia by a palatal), ME. (i): fiar<fii>r,
' fear ' ; yiar < giar,

'
year

'

; biar < beer,
' bier.'

2) WG. d (Germ, e, WS. ea by contraction, ME. : niar <^niar (*ndhor),
' near.'

3) WG. a, WS. ia by contraction, ME. f: tiar <tear (Hahor), 'tear7;
iar (of corn) < iare, *eahor, KL

4) WG. a, WS. ea, by r + cons., ME. : biard (bceard) < beard ; giar <

gearwe,
' gear.'

5) WG. e, WS. e, ME. e : AZar< Aer,
' here.'

6) WG. e, WS. e, ie by umlaut of breaking, ME. : fiar< sceran,
'

shear';
spiar < spere,

'
spear

'

; smiar < smierwan,
' smear.'

7) WG. au, WS. y by umlaut, ME. f: AZar <^hyran, 'hear7; so AZarcZ,
' heard

'

; iar < iare (organ of hearing).

8) WG. eu, WS. io, y by umlaut, ME. e : diar < dior,
' deer ' ; diar <

diore,
' dear ' ; biar< bior,

' beer ' ; stiar < stior, sb.,
'
steer

7

; stiar< styran,
* steer,'

vb.
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II. 1) Scand. tie, ME. e : sniar < sneren, cf . Dan. sncerre,
' sneer.'

2) Scand. e, ME. : bliar < bier- in biereyed,
' blear-.'

3) Scand. a, ME. : skiar (skcear)< skeren,
'
scare

'

; so skiart,
' scared.'

III. 1) OF. e, ME. : kliar < c/eer,
'
clear

'

; piar < apperen,
' appear.'

2) OF. ie, ME. e: flars <fers, 'fierce7; tfiar < cAere, 'cheer7; rZar <

rere, sb.,
'
rear

'

; piar < p/ere,
' pier.'

IV. Late Loan-words. Fr. e, ie : kariar < carriere; sins-iar <] sincere.

V. Names. With written ee : biarz < Beers.

96. According to 93, the spelling of words with id indicates

that the long % before r (id) springs both from close and open

4, f of ME. The only exceptions are bier, which springs from

open f, and dear, adj., from close L The first must have become

close & in early MdE. times, and it is possible that dear merely

indicates that confusion of spelling which we know existed before

the distinctive use of ea and ee had been established. Certain

double forms are discussed in 76, and to these may here be

added bidrd, boedrd, for
' beard.'

6. THE VOWEL O, OPEN AND CLOSE.

97. The vowel o in English appears as open and close, long
and short. In IthD., however, the open short o has become

unrounded, and appears as short to the long a of 'father/ while

the close short o is seldom found. It is necessary to separate

also the long close o, which appears before r with a glide. The

vowel will therefore be considered under (A) open long o (o),

(B) close short o (d), (C) close long 6, (D) close long o before

r (da).

A. Long Open o (o).

98. The vowel o is not so common in IthD. as in LdE., where

it appears regularly before r. In IthD. o before r is open or

close o: the former as with a before r, appearing without the

glide ; the latter always found as bd. IthD. o springs from :

I. 1) WG. a, WS. a (ce), ea by breaking, ME. a. In open syllables:

wotr < waiter,
'
water

'

; smo!if< small,
'
smallish

'

; olaz, olrz < edlne weg, Ch.,

nlway,
'always.' In closed syllables: smol < smcel, 'small'; hoi, sb.,<

*gehalian, KL,
' haul

'

; hoi, sb., < heal,
' hall

'

; ol < eall,
'
all

'

; fol <feallan,

' fall ' ; gol < gealla,
'
gall

'

; wol < weal,
'
wall

'

; stol < steal,
'
stall

'

; soli <

sealt, 'salt'; holt < healt, 'halt7; bold <*bcellod, ME. balled, 'bald'; bok

< 6a/ca,
' balk '

; worn < wearnian,
'
warn

'

; sworm < swearm,
'
swarm

'

; worm

< wearm,
' warm.'

2) WG. a, WS. a, ea + g, ME. a + w(au). In open syllables: dro
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< dragan,
' draw

'

; no < gnagan,
' gnaw.' In closed syllables : don < dagian,

ME. dagnien,
'dawn.'

3) WG. a, WS. d, ia by contraction, ME. d +w (au). In open syllables :

ro < hriaw,
'
raw

'

; ]>o < Jxzwan, *J>ayu>,
' thaw

'

; &/a < clia < clawu,
'
claw

'

;

stro < striata < *strawa, KL,
' straw.'

4) WG. a, WS. ea by u-umlaut+/ ME. a + w (au). In closed syllable :

Aa& < heafoc,
' hawk. '

5) WG. a, WS. o before nasal, ME. p. In closed syllables: /an <long;

ran < wrong, late OE. Chron. 1124 ; >ran < J?rany,
'

throng
'

; torjz < tanye,
' tongs

'

; J>an < \>wang,
'

thong
'

; son < sany,
'

song
'

; strarj < Strang,
'
strong.

'

6) WG. a, WS. d< a + n, ME. $ (p) . In closed syllables soft < sofite

< *sanft,
'
soft

'

; 6rat < 6rdAte < *branhte,
'

brought
'

; \>ot < J>dAte < *i>anhte,
' thought.

'

7) WG. o, WS. o, ME. p. In open syllables : forard <Cfore + weard,
' for

ward.'

In closed syllables: born < 6oren, pp., 'born'; korn<corn; Aarn<

horn ; \>orn < )wn,
' thorn

'

; storm < storm ; nor\>< nor>,
'

north
'

; Aars< Aors,
' horse

'

; stork < store,
'
stork

'

; lost<Cge-losed, ME. y/ost,
' lost

'

; frost<frost;
bro\> < 6ro#,

' broth
'

; mo\>< motffie,
'
moth

'

; a/tn < p/t,
'

often
'

; c/ay < dogga,
'

dog
'

; frog <_frogga,
'

frog
'

; god < yoo/ (in oaths gad).

8) WG. o, WS. o, ME. p + y (A). In closed syllables: tro}> <troh (Eng.

tra/),
' trough'

; bot < ooAte; u>rat < (ge-)worht, through 1WS. -wroht.

9) WG. e, WS. eo, by breaking, or o-umlaut, ME. p (o). In closed sylla

bles : dworf<C dweorh, ME. dwerfr dwarfe,
'dwarf'

; forti
<,feowertig,fiowertig-

(cf. KL vier),
'forty.'

10) AVG. d, WS. d, ME. p. In closed syllables : yon < gdnian,
'
yawn

'

;

yan, pp., <yan,
'gone.'

11) WG. ai, WS. a + A (uZ), ME. p+A. In closed syllables: af<aAte,
'
ought

'

; lord < hldford,
' lord '

; tot < t<Mfe, but 1WS. taAte,
' taught.'

12) WG. ai, WS. a, ME. p. In closed syllables: klo\> < cld\>, 'cloth';,

brod < brad,
' broad.'

II. Lat. u, WS. o, ME. p. In closed syllables : fork <furca, OE. fore,.
'fork.'

III. 1) Scand. a+g, ME. aw. In open syllables : lo < log, pi. made sg.,

ME. lawe,
'law'

; /a </awe, cf. Swed. /aya,
'flaw.'

2) Scand. a, ME. p. In closed syllables : kol < OE. callian,
'call'

; wont

< want, sb., wanten, vb., cf. Icl. want, vanta,
' want.'

IV. 1) OF. o, ME. p. a) In originally stressed syllables, closed : ak-ord

< acorden,
'
accord

'

; kord < corc/e,
'
cord

'

; riz-ort< resorten,
'
resort

'

; skortf

< scorchen,
' scorch'

; Aant < haunten, 'haunt
'

; so prep., kordin,
' according,'

and adv., kordinli,
'accordingly'

< acorden; paformans, cf. ME. performen,
'
performance

'

; ordr < ordre,
' order.'

b) In originally unstressed syllables,

closed : fortfan ^fortune ; bordr < bordure,
'
border

'

; kornr< cornier,
'
corner

'
;.

firids < forage (sometimes ferid%) ; mortl < morta/; mortafai < mortiflen,
'

mortify
'

; JpartZa < authoritee,
' authorities.'

2) OF. u < a + /, ME. a**. In originally stressed syllables, closed :

difiolt < defaut,
' default

'

; Z:ar& (with excrescent r) < cauken,
-
calk

'

; skold

< scalden, OF. escalder, later eschauder,
' scald,'

may also be placed here.
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3) OF. au, ME. au. In originally stressed syllables, closed : koz < cause ;

poz < pause ; khz < clause; sos (sees) < sauce ; frod <^fraude,
' fraud.'

V. Late Loan-words. 1) Fr. o. In open syllables : mad^-orati < majority,
'

majority
'

; orindg, < orange. In closed syllables : kord&al < cordial ; sortmant

<^asortment; hostail < hostile ; porkapain < porkepyn (?),
'porcupine.'

2) Dutch a. In closed syllables : bos < baas,
'boss.'

VI. Names. 1) With written a. In open syllables : bnand-ogi < Onon

daga. In closed syllables : o/6anZ < Albany.

2) Withwritten o. In open syllables : grotn< Groton. In closed syllables :

d&ord&i <; Georgia; morgin < Morgan.

99. IthD. long open o (o) springs from two sources :

1) ME. diphthong au, either from OE. a + back guttural

(sometimes w vocalized), or from OF. au.

2) ME. short open o, or a, which was rounded to open o in

early MdE., when lengthened before certain consonants or con

sonant combinations.

Examples of the first class are '

draw/
'

straw/
'

yawn/
'

hawk/
' cause.'

100. The consonants or consonant combinations before which

an earlier open o has been lengthened are, in general, those before

which long de and d have developed ; that is, /, ]>, s, the back nasal

rj, and r
-f- consonant. Examples are 'often/ 'broth/ 'frost/ 'strong/

' corn.' The vowel o also springs in a few words from ME. open

o, whether originally short or from long open o before Jit (h).

Here are to be placed
'

brought/
'

thought/
'

bought/
'

wrought/

'

ought/
'

sought/
'

taught/
' trough.' Certain words need special

explanation. In 'for
'
(when stressed for) the lengthening occurs

before r final, as does d in far, also.
' Cloth

'

(klop) is to be

explained as from ME. clo]>, with short o, the shortening being

parallel to that in 'breath/ 'feather/
'heather.'

The proper name

' Groton
'
should be grdtn, but has retained its open 6 as a place

name, for some unknown reason. In yawn, gone, we should also

expect 6, the arrested development being due perhaps to the nasal.

101. Before I final, or I -+ consonant, a had, in the 16th cen

tury, developed a glide, which was represented often by u (cf.

HES., 784). Afterwards the vowel became long by the absorp

tion of the u, and fell in with words having au from the OF., or

from OE. a + g (h). Examples are 'all/ 'small/ 'hall/ 'halt/
' salt.' Here belong also

'

balk/
'

chalk/
'

walk/
'

talk/ which lost

their I after lengthening the preceding vowel.

102. The effect of rounding by preceding w is seen especially

in those words in which, but for this influence, we should have d.
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Examples are 'warn/ 'warm/ 'swarm/ 'water/ 'dwarf 'wharf

In 'dwarf the original e first became a, and then o by the effect

of the preceding w and the following r -f /. In '
want

'

(wont)

the w keeps the vowel from appearing as de, as is shown by such

words as
'haunt'

(hont, htient), in which the & is perhaps more

common.

103. Before g, o is usual in 'dog/ 'hog/ 'frog/ 'log/ 'fog/ but

d sometimes occurs. In
'God'

(god) o is the reverential form,

but a occurs in oaths. For '

broad/ cf. 106.

B. Short Close o (b).

104. Short close o, so common in New England, is not found

in many words of IthD., except in unstressed syllables. It changes

in a few cases with long close 6, and in others passes into r>.

The nearest approach to the vowel is the 6 before r, when it is

united with a glide (bd) . Examples of d are :

I. WG. ai, WS. d, tie by umlaut, ME. . In closed syllables : bnli < &nlice,
'

only
'

; Aom (hvm) < Aam,
' home

'

; so hbmli, hbmbli (hvmli, hvmblist), hbmspan

(hvmspan),
'homely,' 'homeliest,'

'homespun'; 6df (6dt) < bdt, 'boat'; rod

(rod) < rdd,
' road.'

C. Long Close 6.

105. Long close 6 springs regularly from WS. d, 6 -f-

to, or

from ME. q, due to lengthening before Id, mb, sometimes from

other sources. It develops from :

I. 1) WG. ai, WS. d + w (A), ME. ou. In open syllables : /d <fdh,
' foe ' ;

ro (a series) < raw; \>ro <\>rdwan, 'throw'; wo < wd-wa, 'woe'; 6/d<
bldwan (as the wind) ; kro < crdwe,

'
crow

'

; snd < sndw ; so < sdwan,
'
sow

'

;

no ('know') < cndwan; 6 (' owe ') < dgan; do < ddh,
' dough.'

2) WG. ai, WS. a, ME. p\ In open syllables : nd <,nd,
'
no

'

; to < td,
' toe

'

; Ad/Z< hdlig,
' holy.'

In closed syllables : 6\> < d\>,
'
oath

'

; bo\> <

bd\>d,
' both '

; kloz < cld\>as,
'

clothes
'

; roz < d-rds,
'
rose

'

; %6z < \xl: ;

drov < draft sb., and draft pret. of drifan,
' drove 7

; grov< yra/
'
grove

'

; fon

< scan,
'
shone

'

; stdn < stdn,
'

stone
'

; bon < ian,
' bone

'

; aVdn < drdn,

'drone'; rod<.rdd, sb., and<rdd, vb.,
'road,' 'rode'

; tod<tddie,
'toad'

;

*o^ (&o0 < bdt,
'

boat ' ; rot < w'at, pret. of writan,
'
wrote

'

; sol < sawo/,
'
soul

'

; md/ < ?na/ (a spot) ; ok < c.
'
oak

'

; rop < rap,
'
rope

'

; sop< sape,
'

soap
'

; fom <fdm,
' foam '

; most < mast, superl. of more.

3) WG. d, WS. d + w, ME. ou. In open syllables : ro < rowan,
'
row

'

;
fid < flowan,

' flow
'

; yrd < growan,
'
grow

'

; bid, sb. , < blowan, to bloom ; std

< stowian,
' stow'

; bistS, cf. ME. bistowen ; glo <glowan,
' glow.'

4) WG. o, WS. o, ME. before Id, mb. 'in closed syllables : gold < gold;

mold < molde,
'
mould

'

; kom < cdm6.
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5) WG. o, WS. o (eo by palatal), ME. g, in open syllables : Svr < cfer,
'
over

'

; 6pn<_ open. In closed syllables : hoi < hoi,
'
hole '

; fol <ftola
' foal ' ;

kol < col,
'
coal

'

; nol < cnoZ,
' knoll ' ; stdZ < sto/en / tot < to/,

' toll
'

; bolt <
bolt ; kolt < co/t / sok< *socian,

'
soak

'

; yd& < yeoc,
'
yoke

'

; brdk < brocen,
pp.,

' broken '

; smdk < smocian,
'
smoke

'

; /ot <flota,
'float'

; >rdt < \>rotu,
' throat

'

; Adp < hopian, 'hope
'

; sfdw < stofa,
'

stove
'

; noz < nosw,
'

nose
'

;
Ada;< Aosu,

' hose.'

6) WG. o, WS. o + g, ME. ou. In open syllables : bo < boga, in
' rainbow.'

7) WG. u, WS. u, ME. before /o\ In closed syllables : foldr < scuZoJor,
* shoulder.'

8) WG. a, WS. ea by / + cons., ME. by /c/. In closed syllables : hold

< healdan,
' hold

'

; also, holt, sb., variant of Eng. hold ; old < eald,
-
old

'

;
id/a"

< 6ea/o',
' bold '

; told < tealde,
' told

'

; sdld < sea/o/e,
'
sold

'

; fold <

fealdan,
' fold

'

; id/a/ < ceald,
' cold.'

II. 1) Lat. a, WS. a, ME. . In closed syllables: pol<pdl, Lat. pdlus,
' pole.'

2) Lat. o, WS. o, ME. p. In closed syllables : roz< rose, Lat. rosa,
'
rose 7;

sdZ < sole,
'
sole

'

; post < post, Lat. postis.

III. 1) Scand. a, ME. . In open syllables : fro <fro, Scand. /ra,
' fro.'

In closed syllables : Ion < lone, Scand. Idn,
' loan.'

2) Scand. a + y, ME. ou. In open syllables : 16 < /ouA, Scand. Idgr,
'low.'

IV. OF. o, ME. (p). a) In originally stressed syllables, open : stori <

storie,
'

story
'

; nd6Z < noble ; closed : kloz < close, vb. ; sap-6z < supposen,

'suppose'; kids (klostr comp. with excrescent t) <c/ose; dt ('coat') <
cote ; not < note ; klok < cloke,

'
cloak

'

; rol < roZ/e,
'
roll

'

; apr-6tf<_ approchen,
'
approach

'

; dom < dome. 6) In originally unstressed syllables, open : grosr

-< grosser,
'
grocer

7

; so grosri < grossery,
'

grocery
'

; dar < odour.

V. Late Loan-words. 1) Lat. o. In open syllables: patrdlm < petr- +

oleum; loka-f'Ska < Zoco-
+ /oco- produs, sb., <^producere, 'produce'; progres,

sb., < progressus,
' progress.' In closed syllables : c/gd^ <jocus,

' joke.'

2) Fr. o, pu, d. In open syllables : Adt/< hotel ; rotin < routine ; ndtis <

notZce ; nofn < notion. In closed syllables : notsabl < notice,
'
noticeable

'

;

pavok < provoquer,
'
provoke

'

; tit-otlr < totaZ,
' tee-totaler.'

3) Ital. o. In open syllable : gand-ola < gondola.

4) Port. o. In closed syllable : koknats < cocoanuts.

VI. Names. In open syllables : keezan-dvi < Cazinovia ; dik-oti < Dakota

(Ind.); d^in-oi < Genoa; gilb-6i < Gilboa ; ai-6i < Zowa (Ind.); mohok <

Mohawk (Ind.) ; novi-sk-ofi < Nova Scotia; ovid < OyZcZ (Lat.).

106. IthD. long close <5 springs regularly from ME. long open

, or from a diphthong ow. ME. long open p springs in turn from

two sources : 1) OE. d ; 2) OE. a, or p, when lengthened in ME.

before Zd, m&, or in open syllables. Apparent exceptions are

'

ought/ 'taught/ 'thought/
'brought,'

'sought/ 'soft/ 'yawn/ 'gone/
'

cloth/
'

broad/ but all of these except the last have been noticed

in 100.
'Broad' is explained by Sweet (HES., 841) as due

to the preceding r, but this seems hardly true, since there are
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several words with preceding r in which the development is

regular, as
'

road/
'

rode/
' rope.'

107. All long d's before I, not from ME. long q, are a develop
ment of the 17th century from o + a glide formed before I in the

16th century (cf. HES., 784, 808). Parallel to this is the

development of a before I into o through a -J- glide. An excep

tion to this occurs in stdl, from the preterit stal,
'

stole/ but this

may have been influenced by the 6 of stole, participle for stolen

in IthD., or it may possibly have had d in ME. by lengthening in

a monosyllable.
'

Old/
'

cold/ are not exceptions, since the a had

been lengthened in ME. before Id. Many long d's are to be

accounted for by the lengthening which took place in open syl

lables in ME. This accounts for 'close/ adj., 'dose/ 'rose/ 'nose/
'

hose/
'

close/ vb.,
'

suppose/ 'over/ 'stove/ 'cove/ 'open/ 'hope/

'soak/ 'yoke/ 'smoke/ and many others. It would not account

for
'post'

< ME. post,
'gross'

< gros,
'hole'

< hoi, unless we

suppose these also had q in ME., by lengthening as monosyl

lables, or from the inflected forms. Such lengthening did occur

in some words even in OE. (cf. Sie., 122).

108. The spelling with oa established itself about the time

that the long o, written oo, became u in sound, so that oa, as ea,

denoted a more open sound (cf. HES., 831).

D. The Close 6 before r (dd).

109. Before r close d appears with a glide, retaining always,

however, its close quality. This is oa in LdE., a sound never

heard in IthD. (cf. HES., p. 280 et seq.). The sound springs

from:

I. 1) WG. ai, WS. d, ME. : bar < dr,
'
oar

'

; soar < sdr,
'
sore

'

; gbar

(of a dress) < gdra ; boar (an animal) < 6ar ; bar < dr,
'
ore

'

; mbar< mdra,
'more'

; hoars < has, ME. Aprse,
'hoarse.'

2) WG. d, WS. d, ME. : swbar < swor, pret.,
'
swore

'

; floor <flor,
' floor.'

3) WG. o, WS. o, ME. : biftbar< beforan,
' before

'

; fbar\> <for)>,
'
forth

'

;

hoard < Aoro",
' hoard

'

; board < bord,
' board

'

; mbarn < murnan, cf . OHG.

mornen, 'mourn'; snbar <*snorian ; ME. snorin (KL schnarchen), 'snore';
boar < borian,

'

bore '

; also the pp. swbar < sworen,
'
sworn

'

; tdar < toren,
' torn.'

4) WG. e, WS. eo by r + cons., or u-umlaut, ME. : sbard < sweord,
'
sword

'

; ftbar <feower, fiower (KL vier),
' four.'

5) WG. u, WS. u, ME. : dbar,
'door'

< duru(?)
II. OF. o, ME. stbar < store ; ristbar < restoren,

'
restore

'

; soar < soren,
'
soar

'

; pbark < pork ; fbars <force ; kbar < core.
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110. The sound (da) represents in many cases an original

short vowel lengthened in ME. in open syllables or before

r + voiced consonant, as 'hoard/
'board.'

This lengthening is

proved by the spellings with oo, oa, o + e final in these words.

In the case of those from OE. 6 we should expect ii as in poor,

but ' swore/ pret., may have been influenced by sworen the parti

ciple ; and the spelling 'floor/
'

door/ would indicate a u sound,

actually heard in the 17th century, according to Ellis, EEP., I,
p. 101.

7. THE VOWEL u.

111. Historically at least the vowels v, u, u, are to be placed

together, and u representing, the older u, sometimes o, and u

being a development from 6 of an older time. From these, also,

must be separated the long u (u) before r, although the instances

of it are few. The vowel is short and open, unrounded, while

u and H are close rounded vowels standing in the relation of short

and long.

A. The Vowel r>.

112. The vowel is derived regularly from WG. u, OF. u, ii,

but as one of the commonest sounds it has also many other

sources, as follows :

I. 1) WG. u, WS. u (o, eo by a palatal), ME. u. In open syllables:

kvnin < cunnan,
'

cunning
'

; flora </urA,
' furrow

'

; \>ma < >urA,
' thorough.'

In closed syllables : svn < sunu,
'
son

'

; svn < sunne,
' sun'

; rvn, pp.,< urnen,

with r-metathesis,
'
run

'

; spvn< spunnen, pp. ,
'
spun

'

; wvn< ge-wunnen, pp.,

'won'; 6Zy -on < begunnen, pp., 'begun'; wvndr <^wundor, 'wonder'; \mndr

<)>unor, 'thunder'; svrjk < suncen, pp., 'sunk'; frvyk < scruncen, pp.,

'
shrunk

'

; drmtfc < druncen, pp.,
' drunk '

; Acnyr< hungor,
' hunger ' ; sen<

sungen, pp.,
'

sung
'

; sprorj < sprungen, pp.,
'

sprung
'

; ton < tunge, 'tongue
'

;

yrj < geong,
'

young
'

; svm < sum,
'
some

'

; swvm < swummen, pp.,
'
swum

7

;

dvm < dumb ; tvmbl< tumbian,ME., tumben, tumblen, 'tumble
'

; phk <pluccian,

'
pluck

'

; klvk< cloccian,
'
cluck

7

; tSvs< \ms,
' thus

'

; nvt< Anutu,
'
nut

'

;

gvt < gut ; fvvl< sceofl,
'
shovel.

'

2) WG. u, WS. u<u + n, ME. u. In open syllable: svtSzrn< su]>erne,

for *sun\>,
'southern.' In closed syllables: s<ws for *uns,

'us'

; dvst<

dust for *dunst,
' dust.'

3) WG. u, WS. y by umlaut, ME. ii (y, e). In closed syllables : 6rosZ<

brystl, 'bristle'; fast <fyrst, with loss of r, 'first'; fvt (fet) < scyttan,

' shut.'

4) WG. o, WS. o, u,ME. u (o) . In open syllable : AzmZ < Aoney,
'

honey
'

;

vvn, vvm, win < ofen,
' oven.' In closed syllables : bvk < bucca,

' buck
'

; Ivv

< lufian and luftu, sb.,
' love

'

; ab-vv < abufan,
' above.'

5) WG. a, WS. a (p), ME. a (g). In open syllable : rvtSr <hra\>or,
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'rather.'

In closed syllables: am-vr) < ongemong,
'among,'

so mvqkst,

'(a)mongst.'

6) WG. a, WS. 6<a + n, ME. o. In open syllable : vtfr < otSer,
' other.'

7) WG. e, WS. eo by r + cons., ME. e, u, o. In closed syllables, with

loss of r : bvst < berstan,
'burst'

; wv\> < weorjse,
'worth.'

8) WG. u, WS. u, ME. u. In open syllables: hvzi <Mswift
'hussy.'

In closed syllables : rvst < mist (KL but Sie. rust) ; /w < scufan,
'shove'

;

\>vm<\>uma, 'thumb'; svk<.sucan (sugan), 'suck'; rvf<ruh, 'rough';

bvt < butan be + utan),
' but

'

; vp < up,
'

up
'

; s/mor < s/toa,
' slumber.'

9) WG. 6, WS. d, ME. d (o). In open syllables : rvdr < rd\>or,
'
rudder

'

;

brvSr < ordftor,
'

brother ' ; mvtSr < mdcZor,
' mother.' In closed syllables :

mvst<moste, 'must'; glvv<.gldf, 'glove'; an-vf<genoh, 'enough'; t/<

tdA,
' tough

'

; dvn < gedon,
' done

'

; flvd < fldd,
' flood

'

; bind < blod,

' blood.'

10) WG. ai, WS. a, ME. d. In closed syllables: wvn<dn, 'one'; nnn

<ndn,
'none'

; wvns(t) <dness,
'once'

; AmZZ, A?no/Z (with excrescent o),

(hbm) < Aam (' home ') + -ly ; hvmspan also
' homespun

'

; An/ < hdl,
' whole.'

11) WG. d (Germ. e + nasal), WS. d, ME. p. In closed syllables: mon\>

< nzdnalS,
'
month

'

; mvndi < monandeeg,
' Monday.'

II. 1) Lat. u, WS. u, ME. u. In open syllable : bvtr <butyrum,0~E.butret

butere,
'butter.'

2) Lat. u, WS. u, ME. u. In closed syllable : plvm < prunum, OE. plume,

' plum.'

III. Scand. u, ME. u. In open syllable : bvsl < bustelen,
' bustle.' In

closed syllables: vgli<ugglig, ME. uy/Z,
'ugly.'

IV. 1) OF. u (o, ou, Beh. pp. 104, 109), ME. u, o, ou. a) In originally

stressed syllables, open : svfr < suffre,
'
suffer

'

; tZ6Z < duble,
' double ' ;

tr6Z < trublen,
' trouble

'

; kvpl < kuplen,
' couple.' Closed : trvs < trussen,

'truss'; tr/< touchen, 'touch'; spvndg < spounge,
'sponge.'

6) In origi

nally unstressed syllables, open : kvrid& < corage,
'
courage

'

; fvrid&in <

forage,
'

foraging '; fvrn < forein, 'foreign'; kvri, vb., < curryen, 'curry';

glvtn < glulun, 'glutton'; bvtn <boton, 'button7; 6trZ < butelerie, 'buttery';

kvlr < colour ; mvni< moneie,
'

money
'

; soman < somouns,
' summon.' Closed :

nvmbr < number, nombre ; kvmpni< companie,
'

company
'

; kwmfort < confort,

'
comfort

7

; konstabl < cunestable,
'
constable

'

; knntri < coiitre,
'
country

'

;

fcandgr< congeouren,
'
conjure

'

; 6tZr < buteler,
' butler

7

; d&vglr < jogelour,
4 juggler.'

2) OF. u, ME. u. a) In originally stressed syllables, closed : d&vdg, <

juggen (also c/jea's),
' judge ' ; d^,vs(t) <.just (also rfges, e?5/s). b) In originally

unstressed syllables, open : dvtftis< duchesse,
' duchess.

'
Closed : dsod&mant

< gugement,
' judgment

'

; dgvstis < justice ; mvltaplai< multiplien,
'

multiply
'

;

Am6Z < humble,
' humble.'

3) OF. oZ, ME. u. In originally stressed syllables, closed: mvsti <

moyste,
'musty.'

V. Late Loan-words. 1) Fr. o, ou. In open syllables : bvkl < bode,
4 buckle.' In closed syllables : bvtmants < a&oufZr + merit,

'
abutments '; Znds

< allonger, 'lunge'; Ivmbr < Lombard, Skeat (?) 'lumber'; gvlf< golfe,
'
gulf

'

; rap-vblakn < republique,
'
republican.

'
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2) Lat. u. In closed syllables: agk-vltfal < agricultura, 'agricultural';
mvskalr <musculus (*muscularis),

'muscular.'

3) Span. u. In open syllables : bvfala < bufalo,
'buffalo.'

VI. Names. With written o. In closed syllables : dam vn < Dumond,
Fr. ; mang-vmri < Montgomery.

113. Under OF. and ME. the vowel u (o, ou) is given as by
Behrens (pp. 104, 109) for a vowel appearing under several forms
but with like quality, and best represented by u. From this is to

be clearly separated the o, which in ME., as well as in OF., never

appears as u, ou, and has become in ModE. 6 or o in most cases.

114. The vowel v dates from the 17th century, when short u

began to be so pronounced. In the 16th century short close o,

especially before nasals, fell in with short u in sound, and this

explains the from o. It is to be noticed, also, that some WG.

o's have been u from the earliest times, as shown by OE. lufu,
abufan (Sie. 55). Anomalous are those v's from a and e. Of

the first, however,
'
rather

'

(rridr) may have been influenced by
'

other/ which is like '

mother/
'

brother/ from WS. 6. The n in

'

among
'
is the going over from open o befdre a nasal. Original

e becomes v only by the dropping of r, which had, as in 'first
'

(fast), made the preceding vowel a guttural. This is proved,

also, by the number of u's before r, which are now e (cf. 85).

115. The shortening from 6 or u began in the 17th century

(cf. Ellis, EER, I, pp. 157-9), where it is found in 'blood/

'flood/ as well as in Fr. words with ou. To these, no doubt,

others have been added. The examples are here placed with

relation to the following consonant: 'whole/ 'up/ 'but/ 'suck/
'

rough/
'

tough/
'

enough/
'

us/
'

rust/
'

dust/
'

must/
'

brother/

'mother/ 'other/
'

southern/ 'huzzy/
'
husband/

'

rudder/ 'flood/

'blood/ 'shove/ 'glove/ 'thumb/ 'slumber/ 'done/ 'one/ 'once/

'none/ 'won/ 'month/ 'Monday/ 'plum/ sometimes 'homely/

and
' homespun.' From these and the other examples it will be

seen that v occurs especially before nasals.

116. The interchange of e with v occurs in a few words, as

'

shut/ 'just/ 'judge/ but the examples are too few for determin

ing the reason of the change. It may be said, however, that fet

for ' shut
'
occurs as early as ME. times and inElizabethanEnglish.

B. The Vowel Short u.

117. Short u is not a common sound in English, but it occurs

somewhat oftener in IthD. than in LdE. It springs from :
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I. 1) WG. d, WS. 6, ME. d. In closed syllables : huf<hof, 'hoof ; ruf

< hrof (also rvf),
'
roof

'

; AuA; < Adc,
' hook

'

; luk < Zdc/an,
' look ' ; fuk <

scoc,
'
shook

'

; 6ui < 6dc,
' book

'

; bruk < broc,
' brook

7

; sut < sot ; /uf </oY,

' foot
'

; ruf < wrotan (to '
root

'

) ; Aud < hod,
' hood

'

; gud < ydo/,
'

good
'

; stud

< sfdd,
' stood.'

2) WG. a + nasal, WS. d, ME. d. In closed syllables : sun < sona,
'
soon

'

;

spun < spdn,
'
spoon

'

; brum < 6rdm,
' broom

'

; Aum < Awam,
' whom.'

3) WG. u, WS. u, ME. d before a nasal (?). In closed syllable : rum <

rum,
'room.'

4) WG. u (?), WS. u, ME. u. In closed syllables: pul< pullian,
'pull.'

5) WG. u, WS. u<u + n, ME. u. In closed syllables : kud< cu\>e <

*cun(?a,
' could.'

6) WG. o, WS. o, ME. d before Zd. In closed syllables : fud < scolde,

'
should

'

; wud < wo/de,
' would.'

7) WG. o, WS. u, ME. u (u). In closed syllables: ful<full; wul<,

wulle,
'wool'

; wulf<_wulft 'wolf ; here also put < potian (?),
'put.'

8) WG. i, WS. Z, ME. w after w. In closed syllable : wud< wudu, *widu,
'wood.'

9) WG. i, WS. i, ME. u (o) after w. In open syllable : wuman < wifman,

' woman.'

II. Lat. o,WS. d, ME. d. In closed syllable : kuk < coc < coquus,
' cook.'

III. 1) Scand. d, ME. d. In closed syllables : kruk < crdc, Icl. krokr,
'
crook

'

; tuk < toe, Icl. <dA;,
' took

7

; ruf < rote, Icl. rot for wrdf (or is this

OE. ?),
'root.'

2) Scand. u, ME. u. In closed syllables : 6uZ < bule, Icl. buli (or is this

Eng. *bulla? cf. Murray),
'bull.'

IV. 1) OF. ii, u (o), ME. u, ou. In open syllables : fugr<sugre,
'

sugar';

hupin < houpen in '
whooping-cough.

2) OF oZ (uZ), ME. u. In open syllable: ou/7 < buschel, OF. boissel,
'bushel.'

118. Short u occurs usually in closed syllables and from early

long 6, which first became H, as shown by the spellings oo, ou,

and was then shortened. Sometimes, however, the vowel springs

from ME. u, especially after labials and before I, as in 'pull/

'full/ 'bull/ 'put/ 'bushel/ while it occurs after w in 'wood/
'

wool/
'

wolf
'

woman/ though not before n. In '

wood/
'

wool/

the vowel may have been long in ME., and certainly was in

early MdE. Short u from older long H, 6, seems never to occur

before the fricatives, and it is especially frequent before k, t, d,

n, or m. In '
room

'
both the spelling and the puns of Shake-

peare lead us to assume that OE. A had become 6 before the

nasal, perhaps in ME. times, as this is the only exception to the

natural development of OE. H.
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C. The Vowel u.

119. Long closed u (u) descends regularly from WS. 6 from

whatever source, and from such Eomance sounds as became 6 in

ME.
.
It springs from :

I. 1) WG. 6, WS. d, ME. d. In open syllables : tu < to,
' to

'

; du< don,
'do,'

In closed syllables: sfu/<sfd/, 'stool'; kul<,col, 'cool'; fu/<fd/,

'tool'; pul<pol, 'pool'; rust<hrost, 'roost'; but<bot, ('to
boot'

in a

wager) ; 6/um< bloma,
'
bloom

'

; glum < gloma,
'

gloom
'

; dum < dom,
' doom '

;

lum< ge-loma,
' loom '

; brud < 6rdd,
'

brood '

; fud <.fod,
' food.'

2) WG. d, WS. eo by palatal, ME. d. In open syllable : fu < sceoA,
' shoe.'

3) WG. a + nasal, WS. d, ME. d. In closed syllable : mun < mona,
'moon.'

4) WG. a + nasal, WS. d, ME. d. In closed syllables : tu\> < to\>,
' tooth 7;

smu8 < smotH,
'
smooth

'

; gus < yds,
' goose.'

5) WG. d, WS. d, ME. d. In open syllables : Au < Awa,
'
who

'

; tu < twd,
' two.' In closed syllables : uz (wuz, earlier) < wdse,

'
ooze

'

; swup < swdpan,
'

swoop
'

; hum < hwdm,
'
whom

'

; swun < a-swdnian, perhaps,
' swoon.'

6) WG. a, WS. p + mb, ME. d. In closed syllable : wum < wom6.

7) WG. eu, WS. eo, ME. d. In closed syllables : fut < sciotan,
' shoot.'

8) WG. eu, WS. eo, Ze by umlaut + w, ME. eu. In open syllables : tru <

triowe, 'true'; nu < niwe (niewe), 'new'; bru < briowan, 'brew'; tfu<C

ciowan,
' chew.' In closed syllables : tru\>< triow\>,

' truth.'

9) WG. au, WS. ea + A or w, ME. eu. In open syllables : flu <fliah,
' flew

'

; du < diaw,
' dew.'

10) WG. Z, WS. Z + y, w, ME. Zu. In open syllables : stuard < sti(g)ioeard,
' steward.' In closed syllables : tuzdi < Tiwesdceg,

'Tuesday.'

11) WG. u + A, WS. u, ME. uA. In open syllables : \>ru < \>urh, ]>ruh,
' through.'

II. Lat. o, WS. 6, ME. 6. In closed syllables ; skill< schola, OE. scd/,
'
school

'

; pruy < probare, OE. proflan,
'
prove

'

; nun < nona, OE. ndn,
' noon.'

III. 1) Scand. v., ME. d. In closed syllables : bu\> < odjse, cf. Icl. bud",
'booth.'

IV. 1) OF. o, ME. d. In closed syllables : ful </o/,
'fool.'

2) OF. o (oe, ue, Beh., pp. 104, 152), ME. d. In closed syllables : muv <

moven,
'move'

apr-uv < approven ,

'approve'

; rapr-uv <.reproven,
'reprove.'

3) OF. U, ME. u (u) . In open syllables : kyuris < curious. In closed

syllables : krul < crue/ ; paz-um < presumen,
'
presume

'

; riid < rude ; duk <

due (?),
'duke,'

cf. Beh.; d$us <jus,
'juice.'

4) OF. ui, ME. u, ui (ii). In closed syllables: sut<sute, 'suit7; frut

<fruyt,
' fruit.'

5) OF. eu, ME. iu, eu. In closed syllables : rul <riwle,
'rule'

; dguz<

jewes,
' Jews.'

6) OF. eau, < eZZ + cons., ME. eu. In open syllables: byuti < bealte,

beaute,
'beauty.'

V. Late Loan-words. 1) Lat. u. In open syllables : kupr < Low Lat.

cuparius,
'cooper.' In closed syllables: intad -us < introducere, 'introduce';
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pad-us <iproducere, 'produce'; rad-us <^reducere, 'reduce'; slut < salutare,

'
salute

'

; krud < crudus,
' crude.'

2) Fr. u (ou). In open syllables: sumcek < sumac ; rakr-utin<C.recruter,

'recruiting'; krupr < croupiere,
'crupper.' In closed syllables: prim, sb.,<

prune ; brut < brut,
' brute

'

; flut < flute.

3) Span. o. In open syllable : kan-u < canoa,
'canoe.'

4) Indian u (?) In closed syllables : pop-us <.pappoose.

VI. Names with written u. In open syllables : kyugi < Cayuga, Ind. ;
kyuti < Cayuta, Ind. ; huganats < Huguenots ; d^ulas < Julius ; d^ulai < JuZy /

rulof<^Buloff; yutiki<Utica. In closed syllables : orwn< Bruyn; byulz<Buds.

120. Besides the regular development of & from ME. d, the

vowel springs usually from ME. ew, iw, from whatever source, by
absorption of the preceding vowel. Long H occurs especially in

open syllables and before those consonants that have lengthened

short vowels in MdE., that is, before \, s (not /), and 1. The

principal cases in which it occurs before other consonants are the

following: 'bloom/ 'doom/ 'whom/ 'gloom/ 'loom/ 'womb/ 'pre

sume/ 'moon/ 'noon/ 'prove/ 'move/ 'approve/ 'reprove/ 'boot/

'shoot/ 'suit/ 'fruit/ 'brood/ 'rude/ 'swoop/
'duke.'

121. Especially worthy of note is the u from OE. d always

after w. This is a regular development, and it is probable that the

long d after w became close instead of open 6 in ME. times, since

we have these words sometimes spelled with d. Examples are :

'

who/
'

whom/
'

two/
'

ooze/ formerly
'

wooze/
'

swoop/
'

swoon/ if

from OE. aswanian, as seems probable. Apparent exceptions are

'so/ 'woe/ but the first clearly develops from ME. sd (sq), which

had wholly lost its w, and
'
woe

'
was in OE. 'wta/

'

wdwa/ from

the last of which forms our word would be a natural development

(cf. 105).
'Swoon'

is usually referred to ME. swownen, but

this should give swaun or swdn by regular development, the first

of which does occur with excrescent d in 'swound.'
For the

rounding influence of w, cf. also 63, 102.

122. Long u (u) occurs with y (yu) when initial, sometimes
after a consonant, as in byiiti, kyuris, Byulz, for

'

beauty/
'

curious/
'Buels.'

This is clearly distinguished from iu, which occurs in a

few words (cf. 133).

123. The examples of H, before r (ud) are so few that they

may be placed here in a note. They are noticeable only because

of the appearance of the glide. Examples are: 'poor/
'endure'

< OF. poure, endurer, ME. poure, enduren;
'tour'

< Fr. tour;

besides, words in -er after it show the same (ud), due to shorten

ing, as
'

brewer/
'

sewer/ (brudr, sudr) .
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8. THE DIPHTHONG ai.

124. The diphthong ai comes from OE. i, , from a front

vowel + front g (h), or from ME. I < older i + Id, nd, mb.

Before r it appears with a glide aid, though the examples are

not numerous. It springs from :

I. 1) WG. i, WS. i, ME. Z. In closed syllables : AwaZZ< AwZZe '
while

'

;

ais < is,
' ice

'

; waiz < wis,
'
wise

'

; laif<. lift
' life

'

; waif< wift
'
wife

'

;

naif< cnift
' knife '

; al-aiv < onlife,
'
alive

'

; laik< gelic,
' like

'

; daik< die,
' dike

7

; straik< strican,
'
strike

'

; raip < ripe,
'
ripe

'

; raid < ridan,
'
ride

'

;

saZd < sidan,
'
side

'

; slaid < slidan,
'
slide

'

; waZd < wZd,
'
wide

'

; faZd<

tid,
'
tide

'

; raZf < writan,
'
write

'

; AwaZt< AwZt,
'
white

'

; bait < bitan,
' bite

'

;

fain < scinan,
'
shine

'

; raim < rim,
'
rhyme

7

; taim < fZma,
' time.'

2) WG. Z, WS. i<i + n, ME. Z. In closed syllables : faiv <fift
' five.'

3) WG. i, WS. i + g (A), ME. ZA. In open syllables : ai < ic,
' I ' ; fraidi

<^Frigedeeg,
'Friday.'

In closed syllables: tail < tigole, 'tile'; stail <

stigele,
' stile'

; naZn < nigen, 'nine
'

; al-ait < alihtan,
'alight.'

4) WG. Z, WS. Z + Zd, nd, mb, ME. Z. In closed syllables : waild < w/Zde,

'
wild

'

; maild < milde,
'
mild

'

; tfaild < cZZd,
'
child

'

; bikaind < behindan,
' behind

'

; waind<windan,
'
wind

'

; faind < findan,
' find '

; graind < grindan,

'
grind

'

; baind < bindan,
' bind '

; blaind< blindan,
'

blind '

; Maim< climban,

' climb.'

5) WG. e, WS. Z by palatal-umlaut, ME. Z + A (y). In closed syllables :

raZf < rZAt,
'
right

'

; naZf< cnZAf
,

' knight ' ; here also brait < beorht, *breoht,

bryht,
' bright

'

; /aZt </eoAfan, ME. /Afen,
' fight.'

6) WG. e, WS. Z by lengthening, ME. i. In open syllables : 6aZ < bi, bi,
'by.' In closed syllable : saitS < sifte, *sigtSe,

' scythe.'

7) WG. u, WS. y by umlaut, ME. i. In open syllables : drai < dryye,
'dry.' In closed syllables: bail<byl (Eng.

'boil,'

'bile'); mais<mys,

'
mice

'

; haiv < Ay/,
' hive

'

; praid < pryta,
'
pride

7

; braid< 6ryd,
'

bride
'

;

AaZd < hydan, 'hide
'

; haid, sb., < Ayd,
' hide.'

8) WG. au, WS. ea + A (g), ME. e + A (later ZA). In open syllables:

ai< iage,
'
eye

'

; AaZ < AeaA,
' high ' ; lai< Hag,

' lye.' In closed syllables :

haitlp (hai\>) < hiatiftu,
' height.'

9) WG. eu, WS. eo, ME. e + A (later ZA). In open syllables : flai, vb., <

fliogan,
'

fly
'

; ./Zat, sb., <flioge,
'

fly
'

; /a < sceoA,
' shy.' In closed sylla

bles: ZaZf, sb. and adj., <ZeoAt, 'light'; ZaZf, adj.,</eoAf,
'fight,'

cf. Sie.,

84, n. 4.

10) WG. a, WS. ia (cf. Sie., 57, 2), d.), ME. e + A (later ZA). In open

syllable : nai< neaA,
'
nigh.

'

11) WG. a, WS. i by palatal-umlaut, ME. Z + h(i). In closed syllables :

mait < mZAf, 'might
7

; nait < nZAf,
' night.'

12) WG. u, WS. y by umlaut, ME. i + g(i). In open syllable: 6aZ<

byegan,
' buy.'

13) WG. u, WS. y by umlaut + nd, ME. Z. In closed syllable : kaind <

ge-cynde,
'kind.'

II. Lat. Z, WS. Z, ME. Z. In closed syllables : mail < miZ, Lat. milia,
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'mile'; pail<.pilum, OE. pil,
'pile'

; pain<pinus, OE. pin, 'pine'; wain

< vinum, OE. win,
'
wine

'

; kraist < Christus, OE. crist,
' Christ

'

; paip < Low

Lat. pipa, OE. pZpe,
' pipe.'

III. 1) Scand. i, ME. Z. In closed syllables : \>raiv < \>riven,
' thrive.'

2) Scand. y, ME. Z. In open syllables : skai < skie, ON. s&y,
' sky.'

3) Scand. ee, ME. e + A. In open syllables : slai < sleh, ON. sZ<%r,
'

sly
'

;

slait < sZeAfe, ON. slceg\> (?),
' sleight.'

IV. 1) OF. Z, ME. Z. a) In originally stressed syllables, open: krai<,

cry ; spai < spien,
' spy.' Closed : 6raZ6 < bribe ; advais < avys,

'
advice

'

;

prais < prZs, 'price'; spais <. spice ; nais<nice; d%ais(t) <giste, 'joist';

fain <fine; kwait <.quyte,
'quite.'

6) In originally unstressed syllables,

open : laibri < librairie,
' library.'

2) OF. oi, ME oi (17th century oi, ai). a) In originally stressed sylla

bles, closed : paint < point ; ap -aint < apointen,
'
appoint

'

; d&ain < joyne,

'join'; d^aint < joint ; lain<^loyne (of beef); bail <. boylen, 'boil'; aistr <

oystre,
'
oyster.

'

6) In originally unstressed syllables, open : d&ainr <

joinour,
' joiner

'

; paZzn < poisoun,
' poison.' Closed : aintmant < oynement,

' ointment.'

3) OF. o + Z, oZ, ME. oi (17th century oZ, ai). In originally stressed syl

lables, closed : ail < olie, oyle,
'
oil

'

; spail < spoylen,
'
spoil

'

; sail< soy/e,
'soil.'

In originally unstressed syllable, open: ailat< os/Z/ef
,

'eyelet.'

V. Late Loan-words. 1) Lat. Z. In open syllables : dairi< diarium,
'

diary
'

; sailant < silentem,
' silent.' In closed syllables : parvaid < providere,

'
provide

'

; yun-ait < unitus,
' unite.'

2) Fr. Z. In open syllables : saZafZ < societ (also sas -aZatZ) ,
'

society
'

;

vailat <; violette ; pair'it< pirate. In closed syllables : pail < pile.

3) Fr. oZ. In open syllables : impl-aimant < ^employment.

4) Du. Z. In closed syllables: splais(t) < splissen,
'splice.'

5) Du. y. In closed syllables : haist < hyssen,
' hoist.'

VI. Names. In open syllables : baii < Bahia ; haia < OAZo karl'aini<

Carolina ; pemb'aini< Pembina; daraitr < Z>e Ruyter ; elm-airi < Elmira (also

celmairi); aizik < Isaac. In closed syllables: kant-ain <Cantine; laid^,<^
Elijah.

125. The diphthong ai before r should be represented by aia,

but it does not occur in many words. Typical examples are as

follows :

1) WG. Z, WS. i, ME. Z : aiarn < iren,
' iron '

; waiar < wir,
' wire.'

2) WG. u, WS. y by umlaut, ME. i : faior <fyr,
' fire'

; hai9r < Ayr, sb.,
hyrian, vb.,

' hire.'

3) WG. eu, WS. y by umlaut, ME. i : maiar < myra (in 'pis-mire').

4) OF. i, ME. Z: das-aiar< desiren,
'desire.'

5) OF. Ze, ME. e: enfaiar < enter, 'entire'; skwaiar (skwcear) < squiere

(1ME. Z?),
'squire.'

Other examples occur, especially by the addition of -er as in
'

crier/
'

dyer/
'

higher/
'

buyer/ etc.
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126. Three sources have been pointed out for MdE. ai, and

these account in the main for ai of IthD. In LdE. this diph

thong is di, which, according to Ellis (EEP., I, p. 227, long i),
has prevailed since the 17th century. In IthD. the sound is

nearer a -f i than ai would indicate, and perhaps furnishes

another evidence of the preservation of an older speech.

127. From the examples it appears that ai springs regularly
from ME. i (1) -+- h (g), while ME. e (oe) + h has given , except

in 'either/
'neither'

(cf. 82, 94). MdE. ai < i (I) + h (g)
indicates the final lengthening of the i in both, cases, whether ih

remained long, or the % was first shortened before h, or h -f cons.,
as in the case of 6h (cf. 100). Examples of i + h are :

'

1/ 'by/

'Friday/ 'tile/ 'stile/ 'mine/ 'light/ 'right/ 'knight/ 'bright/

'flight/
'

might/
' night.' In '

eye/
'

high/
'

bye/ 'fly/ sb., vb.,
'

shy/
'light'

(easy), 'nigh/ 'sly/ the earliest ME. forms show ih (eh?),
the regular development, but later forms show ih, from which the

modern forms have come.

128. The most characteristic ai of IthD. is that which, in

common speech, is oi in many words. Examples are :
' boil

'
(a

sore), 'joint/ 'point/ 'appoint/ 'join/ 'joiner/
'joint,' 'loin,'

'sir

loin/ 'boil/ vb., 'oyster/ 'poison/ 'oil/ 'spoil/ 'employment/
'hoist.'

It is well known that oi, ai, were variants in the 17th century,

and ai lived into the 18th century at least.

9. THE DIPHTHONG an.

129. The diphthong au springs regularly from ME. it from

whatever source, as well as from a back vowel + guttural h (g),

or w. Its sources are :

I. 1) WG. u, WS. u, ME. u. In open syllables : 6rau < bru,
' brow '

;

\auzand < \>usend,
' thousand.

' In closed syllables : aul < ule,
'
owl

'

; faul<

ful,
' fowl ' ; Aaus < Aus,

' house
'

; maus < mus,
'
mouse

'

; faun < tun,
' town

'

;

daun < of-dun,
' down

'

; braun < brun,
' brown

'

; auf < ut,
'
out

'

; ab-aut<

onbutan (also baut), 'about'; spraut < sprufan, KL, 'sprout'; wiS-aut (itS-aut,

tSaut) < ioi\>utan,
'
without

'

; praud < prut,
'
proud

'

; laud < Mud,
' loud '

;

fraud < scrud,
'
shroud

'

; kraud < crudan,
' crowd.'

2) WG. u, WS. u + g, ME. u. In open syllables: bau < bugan,
'bow.'

In closed syllables : draut < drugatS,
' drought.'

3) WG. u, WS. u, ME. u. In open syllables : nau <nii<nu by length

ening in OE.,
'now.'

4) WG. u, WS. ii<u + n, ME. u. In closed syllables : sau)> < su)>,

'
south

'

; mau)>< mu\>,
' mouth.'
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5) WG. 6, WS. ii,, ME. u. In open syllables : kau < cu,
'
cow

'

; Aau <

Au,
' how.

'

6) WG. 6, WS. 6 + A, ME. o + w, ou. In open syllable : plau < p/dA,

4 plough.'

7) WG. u, WS. u + nd, ME. u. In closed syllables : haund < Aund,

'hound'; saund < gesund,
'sound,'

adj. ; waund <^wund, sb., and wundian,

vb.,
'
wound

'

; graund < grund,
'
ground

'

; faund <Cfunden, pp.,
' found

'

;

baund < bunden, pp.,
' bound.'

II. 1) Lat. u, WS. w + A, ME. u. In closed syllable : traut < tructa, OE.

fruAf, Pog., 179,
'trout.'

2) Lat. o + nasal, WS. u, ME. w before nd, nt. In closed syllables :

paund < pondo, OE. pund,
'
pound

'

; maunt < mont, OE. munt,
' mount.'

III. 1) OF. u, o, ME. u, ou. In open syllables : vau < vow, avowen ; al-au

< alowen,
' allow.'

2) OF. m, ME. u, ou. a) In originally stressed syllables, closed : saund <

soun,
' sound,'

sb. ; saund< sounen,
' sound,'

vb. ; k9nfaund<C conftounden,
'
con

found '

; raund < ronde,
'
round

'

; 9haunt < acounten,
'
account

'

; kraun <

crowne,
'
crown

'

; dauf< doufe,
' doubt ' ; raut < rufe,

'
rout.

'

b) In origi

nally unstressed syllables, closed : kaunti < counte,
'

county
'

; ftaundr <
'

founder.

IV. Names. In open syllables : kaudri < Cowdry. In closed syllables :

mag-aun < McGowan.

130. The diphthong au before r occurs with a glide aud.

Examples are :

1) WG. u, WS. u, ME. m: auar<Cure, 'our'; sauar <sitr,
'
sour ';/auar

< scur,
'
shower

'

; bauar < bur,
' bower.'

2) OF. u, ME. u: auar <houre,
'hour'

; fiawar <.flur,
'flower'

; tau9r <

tour,
'tower.'

131. The quality of the diphthong au has been described in

5, 9). Since the 17th century it has had a pronunciation rep
resented by Ellis as aw (EEP., I, p. 230), separating at that time
from the written ou (ow), which is now d, as in 'know/

'grow'

(cf. 105). In 'room'
no change to au has occurred (cf. 118).

10. THE DIPHTHONG 01.

132. The diphthong oi occurs only in loan-words, mainly from
the Eomance languages. In many of these, as has been pointed
out ( 128), it interchanges commonly with ai, so that it is not

a common diphthong. It springs from :

I. OF. oi, ME. oi. In originally stressed syllables, open: d^oi <joie,
' joy'

; distroi < destroyen,
' destroy.'

Closed : tfois < choys,
'
choice

'

; vois

< vois,
'
voice

'

; moist < moyste ; noiz< noyse,
'
noise

'

; void < voyde.
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11. THE DIPHTHONG in.

133. This diphthong is rarer in IthD. than oi, h or yu occur

ring in place of it in the majority of words. It occurs from :

I. WG. au, WS. ia, ME. e + w. In open syllables : fiu <fiawe,
' few.'

II. OF. ii, ME. u. a) In originally stressed syllables, closed: ab-iuz<
abusen,

'
abuse

'

; exshiuz (skiuz) < excusen,
'
excuse

'

; dc-iuz< acusen,
'
accuse

'

;
fium </um (?),

' fume '; mZuf< muet,
'

mute '; before r in piur <pur,
'
pure

'

;
kiur < cure.

HI. Late Loan-words. 1) Lat. u. In closed syllables: kiut<acutus;
skiur< securus,

' secure.'

2) Fr. ii. In closed syllables : kiub< cube ; miul < m^e.

134. Perhaps no rule for iu can be stated with exactness for

so few examples, but it seems to occur after labials, m, and the

palatal k, especially when it is not followed by I.

12. VARIATIONS IN QUANTITY.

A. Hiatus and Contraction.

135. Hiatus occurs occasionally by loss of h, or w, and is fol

lowed by contraction. Examples are : a) by loss of h, skderi <

Schoharie; b) by loss of w, dZul < jewel; mokd-61 < McDowel;
stdl < Stowell; mdg-aun < McGowan.

136. Contraction, without hiatus, by loss of consonant, occurs
in:

1) w<u+a: krul< cruel; byulz < Buels ; brun < Bruyn. In unstressed

syllables : influns < influence ; and a< u + a in vertfas < virtuous.

2) cea <[ e + a : )><ar < Thayer ; scear < Sayre.

3) aZ<aZ+a: baimbi<^by-an(d)-by ; laibl< ZZaoZe .

4) In unstressed syllables, a) from Z + Z : 6erZn < burying ; emptinz<

emptyings (yeast) ; hvmlist< homeliest ; weVpist< wealthiest ; 6) from Z + a :

yunit-irin ^Unitarian ; kraifirin< criterion ; kiuris< curious ; kvrin< currying.

B. Lengthening and Shortening.

137. Under the various vowels have been discussed the gen

eral laws of lengthening in IthD., and they are therefore not

repeated here. A few examples of special peculiarity may be

mentioned. In closed syllables: &g, 'egg'; lig; Mz<edge;

pttZdr, 'pleasure'; meZor, 'measure'; sik ('sick'), sometimes;
wlzndr < Wisner. In open syllables : Ukl < tackle ; t&rif< tariff;

p&rants < parents; tlpid < tepid; ovid < Ovid; butfr < butcher.

Some of these, perhaps, as thrift tlpid, are to be explained as
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book words, and it can only be said that these have been classed

in speech with those words having long vowels in open syllables.

138. More numerous are the examples of shortening, as might

be expected from the greater number of vowels shortened since

ME. times. Examples are :

1) ee < a with loss of r : peetrid^,
'
partridge

'

; keetridg,,
' cartridge.'

2) e < f, e : nebr,
'
neighbor

'

; nebrhud,
'
neighborhood

'

; nekid,
'
naked

'

;

me6Z < may-be ; deri <; dairy ; meri < Mary ; plegi < plaguey ; fell <[ shaly.

3) Z < ME. e (g) : driri, wiri < dreary, weary ; simz < seems ; pahipsi <

Poughkeepsie.

4) o<d: dn/Z, 'only'; Aom/Z, 'homely'; hbmspan, 'homespun'; bb\>,

'both'; bbt, 'boat'; rod, 'road'; horn, 'home'; but cf. 124, and the

following :

5) <d: Anm, 'home'; hvmlist, 'homeliest'; hvmspan, 'homespun';
A/ < whole.

6) u < u (oo) : fud,
' food '

; sut,
'
soot

'

; huft
' hoof

'

; ruf,
'
roof

'

; sun,

'soon'; spun, 'spoon'; brum,
'broom'

; kupr,
'cooper.'

In many of these cases there are similar shortenings since ME.

which belong to all dialects. Compare with 2)
'

every/
'

empty/

'weapon/ 'any'; with 3) 'riddle/ 'strip/ 'drip/ 'breeches';
with 6) 'hook/ 'look/ 'book/ 'foot/ 'good/

'room.'

C. MoNOPHTHONGING AND DlPHTHONGING.

139. Diphthongs become monophthongs by the absorption of

one element, usually the latter. This occurs in IthD., especially
before r :

1) d< ai -. drif< Irish ; tdrd < tired ; dm < iron ; harm < Hiram.

2) d<au; dr< our; sdr < sour; fldrin < flouring, adj.,
'

flouring mill
'

;
SO hurya < how-are-you.

3) ce < ai : skwcear < squire ; ceri< Ira.

Similar monophthonging of ai (ei) to ce, aid, has occurred

since ME. times regularly in cases where the a was followed by
a g which was vocalized to i: fceor < fair < fceger. Compare,
also, 76.

140. The first element in the case of the earlier diphthong iu

has been absorbed, or in some cases has become the semi-vowel y.

The absorption of the i has left the long u in such cases as nu <

new, or knew; di\ < dew; stuard < steward; tiizdi < Tuesday (cf.,
also, 120).

141. Diphthongization sometimes occurs, as in faidr < fair

(cattle show) ; kicairi < quarry.
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13. THE VOWELS IN UNSTRESSED SYLLABLES.

A. Primary and Secondary Stress.

142. Secondary stress is much less forcible in IthD. than in

the speech of educated people in America. The latter give a

levelled stress to all words, so that the secondary is almost as

strong as the primary accent. This may be exemplified by a

comparison of the pronunciation of educated people in America

and in England. Compare English Glcedstdn, Icebrdtri, 'labora

tory/ trcevlij], 'travelling/ with American Glaidstbn, Imbntbri,
trcevdlin). The following words are from Sweet's Primer of

Spoken English : solitri,
'

solitary
'

; librdli,
'

liberally
'

; grmdzdli
'

gradually
'

; wandriq,
'

wandering
'

; mmnfli,
'

manfully
'

;
won-

ddfli,
'wonderfully.'

With these compare Sheldon's pronuncia

tion, as given in Dialect I^otes, Part II, pp. 37-41. Examples

are : vnk-vmfdtdbl,
'
uncomfortable

'

; aivr-idz (three syllables),

'average'; blmkbdri, 'blackberry'; dis-onrdhl (five syllables),

'dishonorable'; Izili, 'easily'; nesr-i (three syllables), 'nursery';

soliteri, 'solitary'; wnnddfl-i (four syllables),
'wonderfully.'

In

this respect IthD. more nearly corresponds with English speech,

as the great number of cases of syncope will show (cf. 147).

143. The commonest vowels of unstressed syllables in IthD.

are i, a, e only before r, in general i representing front vowels and

a back vowels. Before nasals a appears regularly in '-ment/ '-ent/
'

-ence/
' Under secondary stress the long vowels may be

preserved in quality, though never so completely as in the speech

of educated persons. The short i occurs regularly in the endings

'

-ed/
'

-es/
'

-est/
'

-et/
'

-ege/
'

-age/
'

-ate/
'

-ness/
'

-less/ as well as

for final a, or ia. Examples of the latter are numerous, but may

be illustrated by the following :

1) i <C.a final : man-'ervi,
' Minerva

'

; apri < opera ; cefriki,
' Africa

'

; kalri,

'cholera'; klceri, 'Clara7; sindreli, 'Cinderella'; keenadi,
'Canada,'

etc.

2) Z < ia final: pensl-veni, 'Pennsylvania'; kcelaforni, 'California';

mal'iri < malaria ; viktori < Victoria; verd&-ini < Virginia, etc.

B. Apocope.

144. Examples of words in final i < ia may be regarded as

apocope (see above). It occurs also in aid-% (aidl) < idea;

daidr-% < diarrhoea; fdn-ozr^ < Chenango ; dzerdm-ai < Jeremiah;

taidg < Tioga; vmbar-el < umbrella; laidz < Elijah.
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C. Aph^iresis.

145. Aphgeresis is very
common in IthD. It occurs in the

cutting off of :

1) a: beendand, 'abandoned'; bilati, 'ability'; 6auf, 'about'; bvtmants,

'abutments'; keedami, 'academy'; kamad-ifan, 'accommodation'; kordin,

kordinli,
'

according(ly)
'

; kaunt< account ; kros < across ; dceptid,
'
adapted

'

;

grid< agreed ; /arj,
'

along
'

; merakn,
' American

'

; piard< appeared ; point <

appoint; printis, 'apprentice'; sortmant, 'assortment'; stanift 'astonish';

tenrit < at-any-rate ; tcetft,
'
attached

'

; tcek < attack ; tendz < attends ; tenftn

< attention; wi<^away; kiut<C acute.

2) e : Ze&fZd,
'
elected

'

; lekfn,
'
election

'

; lektrik,
'
electric

'

; laid?,<Elijah ;

nvft
' enough'

; piskap-ilin,
'Episcopalian'

; steeblift,
'
established

'

; vcepr-ifn,

4 evaporation.'

3) de : pend < depend ; skripfn,
' description

'

; stilr< distiller.

4) Other examples are : koz < because ; telad&nt < intelligent ; titrz, titiz <

potatoes; haia<.Ohio; wigb<. Owego; \>orati, 'authority'; septin < excepting.

D. ECTHLIPSIS.

146. For ecthlipsis of single consonants, see under the several

consonants, especially w, y, 153-6. Ecthlipsis of a syllable is

also not uncommon, as the following examples show : mftnun,

'
afternoon

'

; oegk vltfl,
'
agricultural

'

; bntndt,
' butternut

'

; fivdri

< chivirari; kazMtid,
'
calculated

'

; kaiqg effdnl,
'
congregational

'

;

kdns iddbl,
'
considerable

'

; dindZds,
' dangerous

'

;
/

&vdbl,
' favor

able'; gvvndr, 'governor'; maindf-osMrdr, 'manufacturer'; mizdbl,

'
miserable

'

; ncetfdlaiz,
'
naturalize

'

; ncetfli,
'

naturally
'

;
pform-

dns,
'
performance

'

; pdrt ikli,
'

particularly
'

; prozksin,
'
practis

ing': supntend, 'superintend'; tilsn < Tillotson ; taldbli, 'tolerably.

It will be seen that in the majority of cases the dropped syllable

contains a liquid, usually r.

E. Syncope.

147. Owing to the strength of the primary stress syncope is

very common. The examples may be grouped as follows, as they
show syncope :

1) In the syllable preceding the principal accent : ozblifanis(t),
'
abolition

ist'

; bliv,
'believe'

; karl-aini,
'Carolina'

; kyugi< Cayuga; kyuti< Cayuta ;

sindr-eli,
' Cinderella

'

; klekt,
'
collect

'

; kampfifn,
'
competition

'

; krekt,
'
cor

rect
7

; drektr,
' director ' ; drektri,

'

directory
'

; plis < police ; slutid,
'

saluted
'

;

skiur< secure ; slekt,
'
select

'

; saiati < society ; spoz,
'
suppose

'

; spraiz,
'
sur

prise.
'
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2) In syllables following the principal accent : cebslut,
'

absolute
'

; cekrit,
4
accurate

'

; cemptit,
'
amputate

'

; en\>in,
'

anything
'

; art-ilri,
'

artillery
'

;

bikri,
'

bakery
'

; bad < barrel ; bauri,
'

Bowery
'

; bvflo < buffalo ; bed < Bur-

rill ; bert< Burritt ; bvtri,
'

buttery
'

; kcebnit,
'
cabinet

'

; kcensras < cancerous ;

kceptlis(t),
'capitalist'

; kcearlain,
'Caroline'

; kaMik, 'Catholic'; sitzn, 'citi

zen
'

; koknats,
'
cocoanuts

'

; kerntsi < currency ; desprit,
' desperate '

; dai-cemtr,
' diameter ' ; dairi,

'

diary
'

; drektri,
'

directory
'

; disfilri,
'

distillery
'

; derm

< Durham ; elgant,
'
elegant

'

; feektri,
'

factory
'

; fteemli,
'

family
'

; fedralis(t),
'
federalist ' ; fainli,

'

finally
7

; falwarz,
' followers

'

; d^enrl,
'
general

'

; gregri,
4

Gregory
7

; grosri,
'

grocery
'

; hikri,
'

hickory
'

; histri,
'

history
'

; intrist,
' interest

'

; dgu/r,
' jeweller ' ; leefbl,

' laughable
7

; laibri,
'

library
'

; litlr,
' littler

'

; livri,
'

livery
'

; mceklini,
'

McElhinney
'

; maftinri,
'

machinery
'

;

mod&orti,
'

majority
'

; mainaftcektrin,
'

manufacturing
'

; merland,
'Maryland '

;

memri, 'memory'; mekskan, 'Mexican'; milrait,
' Millerite

'

; mang-vmri,
'

Montgomery
'

; narwin < narrowing ; nai-cegri,
' Niagara ' ; notsabl,

'
notice

able
7

; ak-ifnli,
'

occasionally
'

; ofsarz,
'
officers

'

; apzit,
'
opposite

7

; por-edsis,
'
paralysis

'

; pcestrit,
'
pastorate

'

; pitrolm,
'
petroleum

'

; paltiks,
'
politics

7

;

paplr,
'
popular

'

; paztiv,
'
positive

'

; patri,
'

pottery
'

; prezdant,
'
president

'

;

privlidz,,
'
privilege

'

; prabli,
'

probably
'

; prapti,
'

property
7

; rilaiz,
'
realize

'

;

rili,
'

really
'

; ridgmant < regiment ; reglr,
'
regular

'

; rid-ikhs,
'
ridiculous

'

;

sevrl,
'
several

'

; sZrjy/r,
'
singular

'

; slivri,
'

slavery
'

; slipri,
'

slippery
'

;
spir-

tfalis(t),
'spiritualist'

; skwerl,
'squirrel'

; svlfri,
'sulphury'

; fosnrZ,
'

tannery
'

;

telgreeft
' telegraph

'

; tit-oiler,
' teetotaler

'

; terbl,
' terrible

'

; terblist,
' terri-

blest ' ; tiiqkrin, 'tinkering'; \>iri< theorie, 'theory'; vailat, 'violet'; vail-in,
4
violin

'

; vizbl,
'
visible

'

; viztin,
'
visiting.

'

3) In syllables separated by one from the principal accent: brvftmlo,

'brother-in-law'; sematri, 'cemetry'; k9ns-idrbl (a syncopated), 'consider

able'; difrns, 'difference'; difrnt, 'different7; greed^ali,
'

gradually '; flgrn

< figuring ; meekrl,
'
mackerel '; prinsapli,

'

principally '; pahibatri, 'prohibi

tory
'

; temprns,
' temperance

'

; wvndrfii,
' wonderfully.'

4) In syllables where syncope leaves vocalic /, n, m, r. Vocalic n : bentn,
' Benton

'

; karpntrin,
'

carpentering
7

; karpntr,
'
carpenter

'

; sertnli,
'
cer

tainly
'

; kalnz,
' Collins

'

; katn,
'
cotton

'

; kertn,
'
curtain

'

; denfn,
' Denton

'

;

distiln,
'

distilling
'

; kiln < killing ; lukn < looking ; martngilz,
'
martingales

'

;

mitnz,
'meetings'

; mZfn,
'mitten'

; pudn,
'pudding'

; pvnkn < pumpkin ; rizn,

'
raisin

'

; ratn,
'
rotten

7

; sefn,
'

setting
'

; frln,
'

shilling
7

; fivn,
' shaving.'

Vocalic/: tfae.nl,
'channel'

; navlti,
'novelty'

; tvnl,
'tunnel'

; vesl,
'vessel'

;

leejbl, 'laughable'; skwerl, 'squirrel'; fer6/, 'terrible'; vizbl,
'visible.'

Vocalic r: d^enrl,
'general'

; d$ulr,
'jeweller'

; paplr, 'popular'; reglr, 'regu

lar
'

; sevrl,
'
several

'

; sZrjy/r,
' singular.' Vocalic m : fcentm,

'
phantom

'

;

tcentm, 'tandem'; 6afm, 'bottom'; batmin,
'bottoming.'
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14. FURTHER NOTES ON THE VOWELS.

A. Nasalized Vowels.

148. Nasalized vowels occur but seldom, and have been noticed

as constant only in a few cases. In asking for the repetition of a

remark not understood, 1wc, or h&0 is used. The word
'something'

becomes successively svm\nn, svnlpin, with assimilation of m to n,

and then svc]>in, very commonly.

B. SVARABHAKTI.

149. The influence of the liquids I, r, is very decided in IthD.,
as shown by the changes taking place in the preceding vowels, as

well as in the introduction of glides. The introduction of a full

vowel under the influence of I or r occurs occasionally. Examples

are : eldm for 'elm/ vmbdrel for umbrel, shortened from
'umbrella.'

C. Change op Accent.

150. The recessive tendency of the Germanic accent shows

itself in IthD. in carrying over some words accented on the last

syllable, or last but one, in ordinary English. These words are

constant in showing the accent on the first syllable : hdtel,

enklain, sb., ensaid, sb., baitu from 'hotel/ 'incline/ 'inside/
'

bateau/ a small boat. The following words have the accent

on the first syllable in most cases, though sometimes they are

accented, as in educated speech: aidt, intens, celmairi, pdlis, for

'idea/ 'intense/
' Elm-

air
a'

(Elmira),
'police.'

V. THE CONSONANTS.

1. GENERAL.

151. The general relations of the consonants is sufficiently
indicated by the following table from Sweet (PrPh., HES.). Any
peculiarities will be indicated in the special discussion of each

consonant.
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Consonant System or Ithaca Dialect.

-
Throat. Back. Eront. Point.

Point-

Teeth.

Blade and

Blade-

point.

Lip.

in

en

W

W
O
M

o

>

open h \> s,/ f

side

stopt k t P

nasal

R
H
O

o

open y r * z, 5 V, w

side 1

stopt g d b

nasal rj n m

Besides these should be mentioned the double consonants tft

dZ, ks, gz, and hw.

152. In the discusion the consonants will be considered in the

following order :

1) The Sonorous Consonants, including the semi-vowels w and

y, the liquids I and r, the nasals m, n, n.

2) The Non-sonorous Consonants, including the labials p, b, f

and v, the dentals t, d, ]>, &, s and z, the gutturals and palatals h,

k, g, ft and 3, the double consonants hw, tft dZ, ks, and gz.

2. THE SEMI -VOWELS W, y.

w.

153. Initial w corresponds to Germ, and OE. w, as in the word

'wound'; to Scandinavians, as
'
window '< vind-auga ; to Latin

v, as in
'wall'

< vallum, OE. wall;
'wine'

< vinum, OE.

does not occur in original Romance words, except for

combination kw (qu). w occurs also in the consonant

tions hw, kw, skw, tw, dw, yw, sw, being wholly lost in

combinations wl, wr. Examples of existing consonant
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tions are: hwaidr, 'where'; kwik, 'quick'; skwaidr, 'squire';

twaist,
' twice

'

; dwel,
' dwell

'

; ]>wort,
' thwart

'

; swim. Initial

gw is heard in rapid speech where w develops from o before a

vowel. Examples are : gwaut, gwin, gwwp, gwon, from
'
go

'

+

'

out/
'

in/
'

up/
' on.' Initial w is sometimes dropped, as in Iks

for 'weeks/
'ifi' for 'with/ 'id

-in'

for
'within.'

154. Medial w occurs in 1) stressed syllables, as biwaedr,

tdw-drdz < beware, towards; 2) compounds where the vowel after

it receives secondary stress, as skidiod < skid-way; 3) consonant

combinations, as rdkwaidr, intwain < require, intwine. Medial w

is lost in unstressed syllables, before the unstressed vowels a, i.

Before a: ofoz < always; bcekdrdz, 'backwards
'

; mftrdrdz, 'after

wards
'

; fordrd, 'forward
'

; sdskdh-mni <
'Susquehanna'

; wuddrd

< Woodward; yvrpnz < young ones; %kdn-akfl < equinoctial;
fr%-

kdntli < frequently. Before i: bastik < Bostwick; Iceiqgidz < lan

guage; noritf< Norwich ; natist-cendin < notwithstanding. Medial

to is developed in ndrwin < narroiving ; falwdrz < follower,
' fol

lowers
'

; dZendweri, febdweri < January, February.

y-

155. Initial y is equivalent to the Germ, and OE. semi-vowel

j, written g in OE., as in
'

yard/
' yellow.' It has been developed

initially also before H in words from the OE. or Latin, as in yuz

< use, yinnydn < union, yiltiki < TJtica. By this development

before a vowel, or by reason of contraction, it appears in the

consonant combinations by, ky, as in byulz < Buels, byuti < beauty,
kyugi < Cayuga, kyuti < Cayuta, kyuris < curious; in myceZmi >

miasma it has developed from the vowel i.

156. Medial y occurs in biyend (also bvend),
' beyond

'

;

kdnt-inydd,
'
continued

'

; mcenydl < manuel,
'
manual

'

; while it

is developed before a in gailydns < gallons. But medial y, like

medial w, suffers ecthlipsis in many cases, as shown by the fol

lowing : kdrn-ilds < Cornelius; dcenol < Daniel; &gu (3gdr) <

ague; figdrd < figured; dzlnss < genius; dZenuain < genuine;

dZuhs < Julius; loil < loyal; papdlr, 'popular'; papdV&fn, 'pop

ulation'; regdlr (reglr), 'regular'; repdt-efn, 'reputation'; roilti

< royalty; siqgdlr,
'singular'

; spekdl-efn < speculation.
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3. THE LIQUIDS 1, T.

I.

157. The consonant I occurs in all positions and in words from

all sources. It is a stable sound, though it appears as vocalic I in

many words (cf. 147, 4, for examples). I occurs in the combi

nations pi, bl, kl, gl (dl) , fi, si. It is heard as dl for gl in '
glass

'

occasionally, and it appears as excrescent in tfimbli, tfimli < chim

ney. Besides this it is found replacing r in moltr < mortar.

r.

158. Ithaca dialect r is the cerebral r, made with a recurved

tip of the tongue placed nearly against the hard palate. It is

found in words from all sources, and occurs frequently in all

positions, the final r never becoming the vowel glide a as in LdE.

r occurs in the consonant combinations pr, br, fr, tr, dr, ]>r, kr,

gr, fr, as in 'proud/ 'brow/ 'friend/ 'trout/ 'drown/ 'throat/

'crowd/ 'grow/
'shroud.'

Sometimes dZr, sr, occur by syncope,

of a vowel before r, as in dZrdrd < Girard, sraund < surround.

Vocalic r also occurs not infrequently, as shown by 147, 4.

Initial r is occasionally lost, as in ait < right.

159. Medial r often shows metathesis, as in denddrz < An-

drus; bavagdrfi, 'biography'; tfilddrn, ^children'; Jwnddrd, 'hun

dred'; mozkdrl, 'mackerel'; pdip'cedrd,
'prepared'

; perti <pretty;

pdrd-us, 'produce'; pdrPekfn, 'protection'; pdrvaidn, 'provid

ing'; pdrviZnz, 'provisions'; tcevrdn, 'tavern'; ipdrn,
'apron.'

It should be said that in many of these cases the sound is often

simply vocalic r.

160. Ecthlipsis of r occurs regularly in certain stressed syl

lables, more commonly in unstressed ones.

1) In stressed syllables: d&st, daisnt <*darst,
'dare,'

'dare not'; fvst

(fvst-rit) < first ('first-rate'); peed < parcel ; hos < horse ; mos < Morse ;

pvsi < pursy ; kvs < curse ; wv)>< worth; hcef< harsh; keetrid^ < cartridge ;

peetrids < partridge ; sometimes svkamstcens, pvfek(t)li < circumstance, per

fectly.

2) In unstressed syllables: 'cedvatais, 'advertise'; aftanun, 'afternoon';

kvlad < colored ; entaprai^, 'enterprise'; infim-ifn, 'information'; intad-us

'introduce'; titaz, titiz< potatoes ; prapati< property ; pas-istant, save < sur

vey ; yestadi, 'yesterday'; yas-elft 'yourself; vam-ant, 'Vermont'; d&nal<

general; paz-um,
'
presume '; paz-eftn,

'
possession '; pakibatri, 'prohibitory';

pap-

el, 'propel'; pafekfn, 'protection'; pav-i^n,
'
provision '; pavok, 'pro

voke
'

; repaz-entid,
'
represented

'

; sekat-eri,
'
secretary

'

; >Z< fAree.
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It should be noted that these are representative examples

actually heard, though ecthlipsis does not always occur, since r

is preserved even in unstressed syllables as a rule.

161. Excrescent r is not infrequent. Examples of it in stressed

syllables are : dartr < daughter, mardr < Mather, marstr < master,

kork < calk, orbdrn < Auburn, ortr < ought + to. In unstressed

syllables it occurs as medial in fdrm-ilyer,
'

familiar/ pdrt-itrz <

potatoes, hwindrd < whinnied, ohrz < always; as final in felr <

fellow, fair < fallow, fair < follow, hair < halloo and hollow, narar

< narrow, nigr < negro, fcelr < shallow, todr < tallow, tdb-wkr <

tobacco, ivalr < tvallow, windr < window, yailr < yellow, ortr <

owo;7iZ + Zo, kaindr < yfcmd + q/i

4. THE NASALS 222, 22, rj.

m.

162. The labial nasal m occurs in all positions and in words

from all sources. It occurs in the consonant combination sm,

besides vocalic m, for which see 147, 4. The consonant assimi

lates to n in svnyin < something, and in this case the n finally
nasalizes the vowel (cf. 148).

Eor m by assimilation of n, see under n. With few exceptions

the consonant is stable.

n.

163. The dental nasal n occurs also in all positions and in the

combination sn, as well as from all sources. In general n is stable,

but it is assimilated to m in baimbai < by-an(d)-by, tvm < even,

vvm < oven, graimd < gran(d)ma. Before m, n is lost in gvvdmdnt

< government, n results regularly from rj of the ending -ing (cf.

164). n is sometimes excrescent, as in hizn, hern, thcedm, for
'

his/
'

hers/
'

theirs/ and in '
nndr

'
for '

other
'
in '

some way
o'

nother/
'

something or
nother.'

Eor vocalic n, see 147, 4.

rj-

164. The consonant n, written ih present English ng or n

before k, is strictly a Germanic sound, but it occurs in words

early introduced, as cerj&r, 'anchor/ or by assimilation in words

of later borrowing, as kaygris < congress. It can occur only as

medial or final, while in the formative ending -ing it has regu

larly become n. Examples are very numerous, as bildin,
' build-
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ing'; hwipin, 'whipping'; kablin, 'cobbling'; draivin, 'driving';
Acenm, 'hanging/ etc. This is further reduced to Vocalic n'in

many cases, as kiln < killing, lukn < looking, pdrvaidn < provid

ing, r&zn < raising, etc. Sometimes, though less commonly, final

rj is reduced to n, when not a part of the -ing suffix. Examples
are': en\in, 'anything'; na\in, 'nothing'; pudn, 'pudding';
filn,

'

shilling
'

; and occasionally a proper name, as kufin <
Cushing.

5. THE LABIALS p, b, f, V.

165. The labials are preserved with few changes in IthD.

They may occur in all positions, but initial p is rare in Germanic

words ; and initial v is not original in English, being developed

from / in a few words, and occurring in many from Bomance

sources. 6 is excrescent after m in a few words, as tfimbli,

trwmbl, hbmbli, hvmblist < chimney, trammel, homely, homeliest.

It is unvoiced to p in plump < plumb, sinsipo < Sincebaugh, a
Dutch name. / has become v in kcevskin (' calf-skin '), perhaps
in imitation of the plural, while v has become / in tmn-fait <

tanvat, dvf-ttt < dove-tail, and b in ribit < rivet.

6. THE DENTALS t, d, b, 3, S, Z.

t, d.

166. The dentals t, d, occur in all positions and in words from-

all sources. They are for the most part stable, but certain pecu

liarities have been noticed.

1) t is lost, when final, after s: d&ais <. joist ; cebl-ifnis, 'abolitionist';

am -anks,
'
amongst

'

; gris< grist ; bceptis,
'

Baptist
'

; bis < oeasf ; bitw -iks (from

earlier betwixt) ; fedralis,
'federalist'

yes < guest; d&vs, d&is <just ; me\>adis,
'

Methodist
'

; pris < priest ; spirtfalis,
'
spiritualist

'

; lees < last. After/ k, p :

g\f< gift bef'< theft ; distrik, 'district'; ekwidak < aqueduct ; rekilek < rec

ollect ; trcek < tract ; ftek <.ftact ; kep < &epf ; rep < rept for reaped. In yreaf

(yref) it is lost sometimes, especially before a consonant : gri-big for y?-eaf big.

This t is not replaced in the plural, and is occasionally dropped before s

within a word, as preeksin for practising ; so eeks < acts, but eekt usually in the

singular.

2) tis excrescent in : okrost < across ; klostr < closer ; wvnst < once ; twaist

< tivice; ot-cekt and ot-cektid,
' attacked'

; wift, present,
' wish'

; seftr < safer ;

tehgr-eeftin < telegraphing ; tenant < tenon ; tvSr < other ; in oftn it has probably

always remained in common speech. It is very common between n and s

final, as Aents, 'hence'; hioents, 'whence'; sents < since ; wvnts, 'once';
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kwantsi < currency ; uniting with / also in the double consonant if (cf.

176).

3) f becomes d regularly in pdrdnr < partner.

4) t is also common in words pronounced with tf by educated people,

when the f is older, and probably in these words originally. Examples are

netr < nature ; eektl < actual ; kritrz < creatures, applied to cattle especially ;.

led&isletr < legislature.

For t < d, see under d.

167. The dental d, like t, is sometimes lost, sometimes excres

cent, and sometimes undergoes changes.

1) d is lost when final or in compounds after n : been(d),
' band '; bih-ain(d),

'behind'; grozn(d), 'grand'; grcenma&r, 'grandmother'; greensan, 'grand

son'

; Acen(d),
'hand'

; heensam,
'handsome'

; lcen(d),leenlord,
'land,'

'land

lord'; seen(d), 'sand'; seen-bbard, 'sandboard'; saun(d), 'sound'; stcen(d),
'stand'

; ]>ausan(d),
'thousand'

; kortlan<^ Cortland < Du. Cortlandt ; heeman

< Hammond,; bcenfil < Banfield ; especially before z : frenz, tenz, eranz, paunz,.

haunz <friends, attends, errands, pounds, hounds ; after n and before / in hcenl,,

keenl, kinlin < handle, candle, kindling. After Z in gol(d), 61(d), mol board,.

'
mould board

'

; skeefiin < scaffolding.

2) d becomes f, especially after /, n, as in holt < hold ; sekant < second ;

tcentm < tandem ; also in hogzit < hogshead.

3) d is excrescent in draund, draundid << drown, drowned ; fold, foldid<

foal, foaled; after / in maild <^mile, as
"
a ma-ild from here"

; in staild (as

"a certain staild house ") < style; so also in ftrimd <.frame, as "a/remd
house,"

where it is by analogy of part. adj.

4) d appears regularly inferdr <further.

5) d unites with following Z to form ds in Indian < Indian.

h v-

168. The dentals ]>, "d, occur only in words of Germanic origin,
never from Latin or Bomance sources. The former occurs most

commonly in initial and final position, sometimes as medial. It

is lost especially before s, z, as in lev/ks < lengths, mvns < months,

saiz < scythes, kldz < clothes, 6z < oaths, pdez < paths, bdez < baths;
perhaps is dropped in sevn d < seventh day. A ]> occurs by anal

ogy for t in haity < height, a form which existed in the 17th and

18th century English also ; and in trop < ME. trog, troug, MdE.

trough.

169. Initial & is found only in words which do not usually
bear sentence stress, as

'

then/
'

the/
'

that/
'

these/
'

this/
'

those/

'them/ 'their/ 'there/ 'though/
'thus.'

Medial
3"

is commonest

between vowels, as in 'father/
'feather.'

Einal
3"

is not common,
but occurs in 'with/ 'smooth/

'soothe,'
and eertain verbs 'bathe/

'

breathe/
'
clothe

'

; sometimes before the voiced plural sign z,
77
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where it, however, usually disappears. In all other cases, how

ever, it is stable, ferdr < further, in which d replaces it, being an
old word.

s, z.

170. The consonant fricative s occurs in all positions and in

words from all sources. The sound z, on the other hand, is purely
a late English development from s. It occurs initially in a few

loan-words, of which 'zero/ 'zest/ 'zinc/ 'zigzag/ 'zeal/ are in

common use. It occurs medially between vowels especially, and

finally often. Especially to be noticed is z final in words which

do not bear sentence stress : 'as/ 'has/ 'is/ 'was/ 'these/
'those'

;

but s is preserved in '

this/
'

us/ and after n in
'

hence/
' since.'

7. THE GUTTURALS AND PALATALS h, k, g, f, 5.

h, k, g.

171. The guttural h is an aspirate, occurring only initially and

medially, more commonly the former. It belongs primarily to

Germanic words, but has been introduced in many from Bomance

sources, in which it was written but not pronounced. There is

no such fluctuation in the use of h as among the common people

in England a fluctuation which Sweet says began at the close

of the 18th century (cf. HES., 888), though some evidence of

it exists in very early MSS. Initial h is mute only in 'heir/
'

hour/
'

honor/
' honest

'

; but it is lost in certain words when not

bearing sentence stress, as 'he/ 'him/ 'have/
'had.'

Medial h is

lost before vowels in btaiv < beehive, bexpm < Bingham, bii]mtn

< Binghamton, nebrdd < neighborhood, derm < Durham, forid <

forehead, hogzit < hogshead, mazklini < McElhinney, skazri (skd'osri)
< Schoharie. It is excrescent in ' handiron

'

< andiron by folk-

etymology.

172. The gutturals k, g, occur in all positions and in words

from all sources. They are stable consonants, few peculiarities

being noticed in IthD. A g is heard as d in spaidlais < spy glass,

but this is not common. A ft is lost occasionally, as in berles <

burlesque, kdes < casks.

f, 3-

173. The palato-dentals / 3 (from sy, zy), are late English

developments, dating from the 17th and 18th centuries. The

sound 3 does not occur initially, and seldom finally ; medially it
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is found between vowels in 'measure/ 'pleasure/ 'azure/ 'seizure/
'fusion.'

174. The sound /is a regular development of OE. palatal scy

as in '

shoe/
'

shaft/
'

shadow/
' dish.' It probably springs from

Scand. final sk in '

harsh/ possibly in other words, and develops

from OF. sounds represented by ci, ce, si (se), ti, in such words

as 'fashion/ 'ocean/ 'version/ 'faction/ etc. The consonant is

stable in IthD., but after n a t is often introduced, giving the

double cons, tf (cf. 176).

8. THE DOUBLE CONSONANTS hw, tft ?5, ks, gz.

hw.

175. The guttural aspirate hw is purely Germanic and occurs

only as initial or medial. In England this sound has been

reduced to w, the change beginning toward the close of the

18th century (cf. HES., 918). In IthD. the sound is regularly

preserved, though w for hw is occasionally heard as an individual

peculiarity. In unstressed syllables hw is sometimes reduced to

w, sometimes lost, as is h. Examples are : nddrz < nowherest

svmdrz < somewheres, eniwdrz < anyivheres. Occasionally hw is

heard for w at the beginning of a word, as hwU < wait.

tf dZ.

176. The dental-palatal tf, dZ, from t, or d + y are late devel

opments, but are now very common. The change is similar to

the change ois + y into / (cf. HES., 915r 927), and began in

the earliest MdE. Distinct from these later developments are

the tf, dl, from OE. palatal c, OE. ch (Beh., pp. 177, 178), and
OE. / g (pronounced dZ). The sounds occur in all positions and

are in the main stable. The former, usually represented by ch,
springs from :

1) OE. palatal c :
'
cAose

'

< ceas ;
' chaff'

< ceaf;
' Chapman ' < ciapman

' 6encA '

< bene, through Hence ;
' feacA'

< t&cean.

2) OF. ch :
'chase,' 'chapter,' 'chance.'

In LdE. (HES., 930), the groups ntft Itfi are reduced to nft

If, by loss of t, but this is not true of IthD. On the other hand,
in the combination nf a t is often introduced, making ntf as in

sentfdri < century, sentftdr < censure, mentfdn < mention. In some

0
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words, instead of the tf that we should expect, we find t (cf.

166, 4).

177. dZ springs initially and medially from :

1) OF. or Lat. j (g) :
'jail,' 'journey,' 'join,' 'joke,'

'juice';

finally from :

1) OE. eg :
'edge,' 'hedge.'

2) OF. or Lat. g -.
'age,' 'cage,' 'gage.'

It is found occasionally, also, from late d + y, as in indZdn <
Indian. Occasionally it is unvoiced, as in hatf-patf < hodge-podge.
In LdE. (HES., 930) ndZ becomes nZ, as in singe, but in IthD.

ndz, as well as Idz, is stable.

ks, qz.

178. The double consonant ks, and its voiced companion gz,
show no peculiarities in IthD. Neither occurs in any other than

medial or final position, ks being more common as final, and
medial in voiceless company, as extri < extra. The gz occurs

finally only in plurals of words ending in g, as igz, Ugz < eggs,

legs. Medially it occurs between vowels when the accent follows

it, as in '
exist

'

(igzist),
'

exact/
'

examine/
'

exempt/
'

example/
' exaggerate.'

VI. CONCLUSION.

179. It remains to point out, if possible, the relations of IthD.

to the natural development of English in the mother country.

This is not easy, since dialect work in England has been confined

to present dialects with little or no regard to their historical

relations, while the history of English sounds has considered

only the standard speech. But we may safely assume that IthD.

is the outgrowth of the speech of English immigrants coming to

this country in the 17th century, except so far as it has been

influenced by the conditions affecting American English since

that time. The influences affecting American English are these :

1) later immigration from the mother country ;

2) schools and schoolmasters ;

3) a more constant and wide-spread intercourse within Amer

ica itself, than has been true among the common people in the

mother country.

80
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All these influences, whatever be their individual importance,
have tended to prevent the formation of such decided differences

in dialect as exist between the north and south, the eastern or

southwestern parts of England ; in other words, they have tended

to keep the local dialects nearer the standard language than is

common to the dialects of England or Germany.

To settle the question of the original English dialect, or dia

lects, fromwhich IthD. has sprung, it is necessary to know exactly

either the English dialects of the 17th and 18th centuries, or the

part or parts of England from which the first immigrants came.

The first seems impossible, since English dialects have not been

treated historically ; the second is almost equally hopeless, since

in the cases of all individuals there has been a second migration,

usually from New England. But the present resemblance of

American English to standard English, and especially to that of

the last century, appears to indicate that an English dialect with

close resemblance to standard English is the predecessor of IthD.

This has some confirmation in the judgment of Ellis, as shown

by the following quotations, in which he is speaking of the

" Eastern Division " of English dialects :
" In the American

Colonies, afterwards the United States, a distinctly East Anglian
character was introduced " (English Dialects : Their Sounds and

Homes, p. 57).
" In the eastern United States New York and

Massachusetts there is a tinge of Norfolk " (EEP., V, p. 236).

These statements are by no means conclusive, but from them and

from other facts already mentioned it seems probable that we

are to look for the English predecessor of IthD. in the " Eastern
Division,"

as Ellis calls it, or that part of the older Midland of

which Ellis says :
" The general character is a closer resemblance

to received speech than can be found in any other
division"

(English Dialects: Their Sounds and Homes, p. 48).
180. If, therefore, we may assume that IthD. has developed

from an English dialect closely resembling standard English, we

may gain some idea of historical relations by a comparison of

IthD. and LdE. with the English of preceding centuries. This

may be done by means of the following tables, based on Ellis

(EEP., p. 28-240), and Sweet (HES., p. 202-272). The table of

LdE. is based on Sweet (HES., PrPh.), and the Primer of Spoken
English.
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The Long Vowels.

Middle English.

a acre

e (close) feel

% (open) Aeat

e (close, open before r), fear

% (open before r) . . AaZr

l while

i (before r) .... iron

6 (closed) cool

q (open) stone

q (open before r) . . floor

u house

ai (ei) say

an draw

ou snow

eu dew

16th 17th 18th
19th Cent.

Cent. Cent. Cent.

IthD. LdE.

a as
e"

e ei

M (), I l l ij
e e i I ij
er er ir iar ia (r)

V ser aer sear ea (r)
ei ai ai ai ai (ai)
eir air air aiar aia (r)

o, u u u u uw

^ j^ ^ ^

Q, o o o ow

Qr or or 6ar oa (r)
Qu au au au au

ai sei,
e"

8 e ei

au 0 0 0 0

ou 6 6 6 ow

eu iu, yu, u iu, yu, u iu, yu, u iu, yu, u

The Short Vowels.

a Aat

a + f, >, s, rj, n + cons., laugh

a before r + cons. . . Aarm

e (open) set

e (before r) . . . . earfA

i sit

Q. body

Q + f, J>, s, n, r + cons., long
u sun

a

a

ar

e

er

i

Q.

9,

u

83

S3

ar

e

er

i

Q(a)1

<2

33

se

e(a?)r

e

er

i

Q(a)1

"8

93

33

ar

e

er

i

a

o

13

as

a (ee)

a(r)

e

ea (r)
i

<2

o, o

"B

It will be seen from this table that the vowels of the IthD.

show not only a marked '"difference from LdE., but a marked

similarity to standard English of the 18th, and in some respects

of the 17th, century. The differences between IthD. and LdE.

have been given at length in 5, and need not be restated. But

that IthD. corresponds in the main to standard English of the

18th century is proved by the following facts :

1 For this a cf. Kluge, PGr., p.
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1) The long vowels <?, i, 6, u, have not become diphthongal, as

in LdE.

2) Short and long oe, ce, have been preserved, even before the

voiceless fricatives /, ]>, s, where LdE. has d.

3) The semi-vowel r and the double consonant hw are always

preserved, while in LdE. r remains only before a vowel, and hw

has lost its first element.

181. In addition to these are three features of the IthD. vowel

system, which, compared with standard English, are even older

than the 18th century, so far as the researches of Ellis and others

indicate. They are :

1) The unrounding of older short open q to a (cf. table, and

5, 5).

2) The preservation of the variant ai for oi in such words as

'point/
'joint'

(cf. 124).

3) The d before r + cons., sometimes before r final, as in

'harm/
'far.'

The first of these was first noted in the last years of the 16th

century, according to Kluge in PGr., p. 883, 102. The second

is assigned by Ellis and Sweet to the 17th century (cf. EEP., I,
p. 229, HES., 854), but it lingered into the 18th century (cf.

EEP., I, p. 135).

182. The last peculiarity, a before r + cons., requires special

mention. IthD. d < ME. a appears only before r + cons., or

occasionally before r final. This d before r + cons, is found in

the 17th century, and Ellis thinks it may have remained into

the 18th century (cf. EEP., I, p. 72). Either supposition would

account for IthD., since the latter contains both 17th and 18th

century peculiarities ; and we must suppose it possible for the d

to have remained before r, even if it did not in LdE. Moreover,
if the d had become ce in the 18th century, it would have ranged

itself with the ce's before the voiceless fricatives /, h, s, and would

probably have remained ce, as they have done in IthD.

When it is stated that IthD., in comparison with the

standard language, represents an 18th century English, it is not

to be implied that some of the peculiarities of IthD. may not be

found at present in one or more English dialects. Thus the ai

for oi, the flat ce. and the non-diphthongal long vowels , 7, 6, u,
are still found in the Eastern Division in England, while the

cerebral, or reverted, r, so characteristic of IthD., has been lost.

The latter is found, on the other hand, in southern or southwest-

83
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ern England; but as the loss of r in standard English and in

' Eastern
'
occurred in this century, according to Ellis and Sweet,

cerebral r may be more naturally accounted for as a survival in

IthD. than as the influence of another English dialect.

183. The question remains,
"

Why should IthD. preserve an

older English than that of the mother country ?
"

To this the

answer of Ellis may be inferred from the following extract :

" The results of emigration . . . are curious and important. By
emigration is here specially meant the separation of a consider

able body of the inhabitants of a country from the main mass,

without incorporating itself with another nation. Thus the Eng
lish in America have not mixed with the natives, and the Norse

in Iceland had no natives to mix with. In this case there is a

kind of arrest of development, the language of the emigrants

remains for a long time in the stage at which it was when

emigration took place, and alters more slowly than the mother

tongue, and in a different direction. Practically the speech of

the American English is archaic with respect to that of the

British English ; and while the Icelandic scarcely differs from

the old Norse, the latter has, since the colonization of Iceland,

split up into two distinct literary tongues, the Danish and Swe

dish. Nay, even the Irish English exhibits in many points the

peculiarities of the pronunciation of the 17th century
"

(EEP., I,

p. 19, 20). Without accepting all that is here said, the numerous

instances in which isolation, as by emigration, and an arrested

development in speech occur side by side seem to indicate a

causal connection between the two. At least, in the absence of

any other assignable cause, it may
be stated with assurance, that

the older forms of speech in IthD. are due to conditions attend

ing isolation from the mother country by emigration.

184. Erom these considerations the following conclusions are

drawn :

1. The dialect of Ithaca represents, in comparison with stand

ard English, a dialect of the 18th century, with certain peculiari

ties usually attributed to
the 17th century.

2. This arrested development is due to emigration and sepa

ration from the mother country.

3. The predecessor of IthD. is probably the English of the

Eastern Division in England, as given by Ellis.
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