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Prelcce

All through the score of years that Mrs, W. D. ZHuslng
served as Lansing town historian, Mrs. Isabeilz Parish wo lod
closely with her in collecting and recording locai hi S‘,O’”y‘
Their research in the twenty-nine cemeteries in thz tow:
outstanding.

Since failing health has compelled Mrs. Iaring io discon-
tinue the activity, it was a natural choice when Airs. Davish
was named to carry one the work which sie is thorcughly
familiar. A native of the town, her interest in its beommn;,.:
and development has been lifelong

Material for the pamphlet came fiom her collection, <o it

may be said that the booklet was a long time in preparation,
However, the actual work began last fall with the ilioueht of
adding another modest volume to the DeWitt liistorical Sovi-
ety’s current series.

As one reads “It ITappened in Lansing” he will be atrusk by
the number of narratives that are eriginals dating back a
hundred years ard more when some of the first picneers weie
still living; others are the work of their descendants.

We have been happy to work with Mrs. Pavishi in muking
selections from her collection available to the publie. Ve
await her manuscripts for subsequent pamplilets.

The Town of Lansing is more fortunate than most of i
towns of the county: from the first, it has had several perzon
sufficiently interested to preserve its history. Amcno those
whose grandfathers were pioneers are Stephen Baker, Maiy
L. Townley, Adrian Wood, Evelyn Field and Alice Buistol; a
later genevaiion includes Estella T. Youngs, Nellie Minturs,
Susan H. Haring, and Mrs. Parish herself.

WILLIAM HEIDT, J%., Caraior
DeWitt Historical Museum

Ithaca, N. Y., Feb, 15, 1964,
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THE LANSING FAMILY
IN TOWN OF LANSING

On Tuesday evening, February 16, 1953, Dr. Er] Bates, Cor-
nell University authority on Indian affairs, addressed the
Peruville, East Lansing and South Lansing Granges in the
South Lansing Grange Ilall. 1le gav. a history of the Town
of Lansing, saying it was named after John Lansing, secre-
tary to General Schuyler and state controller in chavge of
granting tracts of land to Revolutionary War seldicrs as a
reward for their services. To gel a grant of land all former
service men had to go to him in Troy where a house still
stands that was his home,.

John Lansing once came to this area and vwaz impressed by
the water power of Salmon Creek Falls. Lator, he told his
son-in-law Silas Ludlow of it. The latter with his brotiior
Ienry and his son Thomas came here and established a mill
at Ludlowville.

Sitas Ludlow had a grandson whose name was Lord and a
daughter IHannah wlhio married a Montague, and in 1825 ticy
lived in East Lansing. She in time wont back to live in the
Lansing ancestral home in that part of Troy called Lansing-
burgh.

Being of a practical bent, she abhorred washing a white
shirt when only the collar was soiled. So she ripped the collar
off. This led to the industry in that area of making separate
collars. In a shirt factory in Troy today is a plaque honoring
Hannah as the inventor of the detachable collar.
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To bring the story down to date, the Lansing family moved
to Watertown. In the early 1900’s Robert Lansing, a descend-
ant, was prominent in organizing the League of Nations.
Later his grand-nephew, John Foster Dulles, carried on his
ancestor’s efforts toward world peace as United States secre-
tary of state.

This town lies on the east side of Cayuga Lake in the north
part of Tompkins County. The first town meeting of the Town
of Milton was held at the home of Jonathan Woodward af
Teetertown (now Lansingville) April 1, 1794.

One of the military townships of Cayuga County was named
Milton and was erected January 27, 1789. On February 20,
1802, Locke was set off from Milton. On April 16, 1808, its
name was changed to Genoa, from thie south part of which the
Town of Lansing was sel off April 7, 1817, under the law that
created Tompkins County.

t is believed this name honored John Lansing, a distin-
guished lawyer, Supreme Court judge and State Chancellor in
1817. It is said that the first settlement in the town was made
by Moses and Nicholas DePew, who located at the mouth of
Salmon Creek in 1790-1791.

Ludlowville was named after the Ludiows—Silas, Henry
and his son Thomas, who in 1791 located on Salmon Creek,
one mile from the Iake, for the purpose of harnessing the
water power of the fails. They beught military Lot 76 of
600 acres for $60.

A% this falis in 1795, the Ludiows built the first gristmill
in the town. The settlement became known as Ludlow’s Milis,
then Ludlow towa or Ludlow village, and finally Ludlowville.

Andrew Myers, his wife and two children settled in 1792 at
Myers Point. After the opening of the Irie Canal in 1825 it

was a busy shipping point and regular port of call during the
steamboat era. The north side of the mouth of the cr eek was
early known as Mill Point, as several water-powered mills
were built there. In 1822, Nicholas Slocum was granted 2
lcense to open a ferry boat service for kost passengers to Wil-
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low Creek, Crowbar Point and Taughannock across the lake.

At one time known as Koplin’s Landing, Jehiel and Jona-
than Norton operated a warehouse at this place, a half mile
south of Myers. It was a shipping port for grain and after-
ward a station on the railroad. It is occupied by the Cayuga
Rock Salt Company now.

First Koplin’s Point, then called Shergurs after Joseph
Shergur who had orchards and a boatyard, then Collins after
Sherman Coliirs, is where the Portland cement plant was
built in 1931. It ceased operation in 1947. Now Beam’s grain
storage occupies this building. '

Faulty Land Titles Cause Heartbreaks

Something of the heartlbr eaks faulty titles caiced eariy gof-
tlers on bounty lands is suggested by Lh.s Lansioy in
In 1791, Robert Alexander brought his family and ?i."--.::_'.'v:,.:,
on Lot 68 where he buill a cabin and cleared g, Some vom

L

later his title was determined by court action to he fiu iy «

‘he was ¢jected. e then moved to Newfield.

Tracing the record of Lot 63, it was established that ii had
been drawn by a soldier who was later killed. A dat ghter was

LRI &

er'x to his widow shortly after his death ané the wmother
died soon after. The daughier grew up and marricd s Chap-
man in Troy, New York. A search through her father’s nan

led them to investigate the claim. After Alexsnder’s ej g

the Chapmans exchanged the land which becarne krovwa os
the Allen farm, now Charles Howell’s.
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A 1797 JOURNEY
TO PHILADELPHIA

By MARY L. TOWNLEY

Well, my dears, since your educalion has been so woefully
neglected, quite likely you are entirely ignorant of the fact
that your great-grandmother was born and brought up in the
city of Philadelphia. There, too, she passed the first ten years
of her murried life, during a great part of which time grand-
father was serving with the Army of the Revolution. She
used often to see General Washington, and once when she was
riding alone on horseback along a country road she chanced
to meet him also on horseback. She Ioved to tell how he lifted
his hat and made her a polite bow as though she had been the
grandest lady in the land.

At the close of the war grandfather, like almost everybody_’
else, found himself poor enough, and as there was little busi-
ness of any kind in the country, the only thing he could do
was to take his family and hunt up his six hundred acres of
bounty land away off in the wilds of Central New Y crk.' A
man who had been at Valley Forge and Yorktown was not
likely to hesitate long at difficulties; so with all th_e worldly
possessions puacked in one wagon, he bravely plunged into the
wilderness to hew out a home for his dear ones. When after
nearly a n.onth of toilsome travel, they reached this very spot
and were glad enocugh to find themselves at their journey’s
end, although there was not a sign of a roof to shelter t!}em.
They very soon, however, put up a log cabin and cheerfully
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set about the work of subduing the dense forest with which
all of our beautiful fields were then covered.

The stories of the toil and hardship they endured would
make a good-sized volume. But I often heard grandmother zsay
that even in her times of greatest discouragement, if she
could only sit looking out upon the lake for a quiet half hour
at sunset, she always received new strength and courage. She
had a keen sense for nature’s beauties and was an earnest
Christian as well, and to her this lovely sheet of water always
seemed an expression of the good Father’s tenderness.

They had been settled in their new home about six years
when John, second eldest son, and about thirteen, was one day
working with his father in a new clearing. In some way a
large log rolled upon him, crushing his body fearfully. He was
laid up for a long time, and there was an ugly wound in his
right leg which, in spite of all they could do, utterly refused
to heal. The doctor finally declared that the leg must he
amputated, but to that John would not consent, saving he
would rather die than go limping through life on one leg,
Then, said grandmother, came her first fit of homesickness,
She was certain that could she only get her bor {o their ol
family physician in Philadelphia his life might be saved. But
how to accomplish it was Lie question,

The father could not go, for on his strong arms alone de.
volved the task of keeping the wolf from the door, and foy 1ha
mother to leave for weeks her fomily of seven children, ‘e
eldest only fifteen and the youngest not quite iwo vears,
seemed cqually impossible. Ilowever, there was no alternsi;
and at last it was decided that she musf go. .

It was late in the fall when the ace:dent occurrad, and in
the following May they set out on horseback o make the vepy
tedious journey. For most of the distance they had to tz‘:;x‘él
over horrible corduroy roads ; and there was one long piece of
of woods, forty miles in extent, where they must certainly

2?7

have lost their way had it not been for tha “blazed trees.
] . . . . .
They were twelve days in going the distance which ¥ou ean
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now accomplish in as many hours. In these times we hardly
need to go to the “Arabian Nights” for marvelous tales.

Well, when the doctor examined the wound, he said that
there was no help for it, the leg must be taken off. But John
still refused to submit to the operation, and the poor mother
was well-nigh distracted. At last the good doctor said: “If
you’ll leave him here, I'll do the best I can for him.” So, com-
mitting him to the care of kind friends, she started with a
heavy heart to return to her distant home, leading the horse
which John had ridden. The country was but thinly settled
yet during a day’s ride, she would pass several cabins, and
slways find a place where she received shelter for the night.
But the forty miles through the woods must be made between
sunrise and sunset. Although she was a brave woman, it was
with inward quaking that she entered the lonecly forest, for
the herse she was leading was a valuable one, and robberies
weare not infrequent in that region.

Aftler riding for several hours she was suddenly startled by
the sound of hoofs, and looking around she saw, as she sup-
posed, a horseman in rapid pursuit. Whipping up her own
horse, there was for a few minutes quite an exciting race, but
the man soon overtook her. Then she was greatly relieved to
find him an acquaintance who lived only a few miles from her
own home, and who was her companion for the remainder of
the journey.

John soon recovered under the skillful treatment he re-
ceived, but remained in Philadelphia three or four years. Dur-
ing this time he enjoyed benefits of goocd schools and many
other advantages which he could not have had in his back-
woods home. So, as is often the case, what at first seemed a
great misfortune proved in the end to be a real blessing.

changed his for it. Baker went east for his family but

THE PIONEER YEARS
IN LANSINGVILLE

By NELLIE MINTURN (1932)

In 1788-1789 Samuel Baker and his brother-in-law Sclomon
Hyatt, both of Westchester County, New York, passcd
through this wilderness region, then in the Town of Filton.
Cayuga County. Like so many hundreds afiey the Revoluticn,
they were on their way te Canada in search of new lands upon
which they might settle. |
| But something attracted Baker and he decided to setile here,

t?x bu_\n:g 21‘ Johm Adams for a shilling (1214 cents) an
acre Lot No, 51 of the DelVitt Military Survey. Adams had
]purchased this lot of 600 acres from William Wheeler, a Revo-

1 . Ty 1Oy wr - “ ] 3 § '
;tmnaw War solfher_’ w h'o had lf.‘CClVGd it as bountiy land for

Im military service in the Continental Army. His disch:irpe

) ) PSS

d.ated 1733 and signed by George Washington, established
title to the land.

In the spring of 1792, Raker hired a man from the eastern

. ] » - - I3 - e :
part of the State to assist him in clearing some land. When
the two began felling trees, Benajah Strong, a zettler on Sal.
mon Creelk . L ¢l ing : AN i e
He ﬂ? o,.,il_llsth'imd .sqtrfzds of chopping wad came to mvestigute.
ot 401. ﬂl mtf;'s.t ve the work of a newcomer and found
o near the spring two men were clearing an arca for a
01 ouse where the Murray dwelling later stesd on the hiy

Ny - - * ¢ ¢

n aqjoining lot appealed to Baker, and that fall he ex-

Lielb

1
he arriv ; . nu. when
ed at Lunnenburg on the Hudson he learned “liat his
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title to the new lot was worthless. He then located at Lun-
nenburg, opened a blacksmith shop, worked a year and saved
sufficient money so that he could purchase 100 acres off his
first lot. Jealous Yates of Albany had purchased it in the
meantime. Baker returned promptly and began work on a new
house.

His party came up the Mchawk River, Oneida Lake, Seneca
Lake and Cayuga Lake, and landed at Himrod’s Point. Ebe-
nezer IIaskins had made a settlement where Lake Ridge is’
now, and Baker hired him with his oxen to move the Baker
family and goods to its new house in the wilderness. But be-
fore this trip could be made, it was necessary for Baker to
chop a way through the forest to the location of his log cabin.
Afterwards, he built a blacksmith shop near the site of the
present one. .

A year or two later, Jealous Yates came with a friend to sze
the country as he still owned about 500 acres. They started
out from Baker’s one day, carrying guns and horns, expect-
ing to return soom, but night came and they were still out.
Finally Baker took his gun and horn and went out looking
for them, blowing the horn as he went. After some time he
found them, tired and hungry; they had become lost in the
forest.

About this time, Baker purchased the remainder of the
Military Lot that he had first selected, and in time he came
to own 1,200 acres, or two military lots. For many years he
was a magisirate, and a preacher; in later years, he hecame
{he first suporvisor of Milton, the southern part of which town
became Lansing upon formation of Tompkins County in 1817.
Ile built the first canal boat that ran on Cayuga Lake.

Ile was the fSather of nine children. Two of his great-grand-
children, Jay and Roscoe Baler, are known here.

Capt. Benajah Strong was an officer in the Revolution who,

with his son Salmon, purchased 2,000 acres of forest-covered -

land aiong Salmon Creek the year before Baker settled he_re.
It was the site of the later home of Slocums. The Captain died

8

at the age of 96 years, and was buried in the family cemetery
on the homestead of his youngest soa Simeon, where Simeon’-s
daughter Mrs. J. W. Pratt lived in later years.

Tilman Bower and his son Houteeter came in 1795 from
Pennsylvania and settled where Charles Drake lived for many
years. John, another son, came in 1797 and settled near thze
Bower Seltlement north of Lansingville. A German Lutheran
Church was established there in 1802 on the site of the
scho.olhouse long known as the German District, and the
services were conducted in.the German language for a number
of years in the early days of the town. John Bower sold the
lot to the church to be used for church, school and cemectery
purposes. The church record dating back to 1803 is written
vartly in German; it is in the possession of Orrin Drake.

Daniel and Albert White scttled ahout a half mile west of
Lansingville in 1795 or thereabouts, They were brothiers of the
Rev. Alvord White, who was a cireuit rider in 1794, Gf course
there were ’no roads then, only Indian trails; blazed {rees \’-'::1'{;
the snle. guides through forests so dense that one might walk
all](luyﬂjn—summer without ever coming into smﬂi;:‘ni::
hite wers oo o o o 224 (e Rev. Alvord
Wil ) ocneea Cireuit, and they formed
;;he Tirst Methodist Ipiscopal Society here. In the fal of 1796,
O;?l:j}lli:lt/\‘l‘e'l\:r;(}tc:l11?1(1103:1;, vi;:ng]i]y’ who lived southeast of heré

vas Iz : : e Allen farm, heard a stranee
Cry one night. It seemed to come {rom a disiance, and fn;;
the adjacent forest between them and Cayuga Lal;'o’ My Me‘\'“
ander decided it was a call for help and halloed m re )-1'; ’:
rep'eated calls, the lost traveler was cuided to {he ;L\I(:!":;M;'z*
cabin when, to their surprise, they found the lost 1*‘110
th(? Rev. Mr. Owen with whom they had been sc U‘Il;'lt 3 ‘:9
??hlladeiphia. This was his first rcu;ld on his cixf;'gfuﬂrdu; m
ing the Indian path in the darkness, he had t"l':en-' 2 ‘- . Oy
which led him to find a friend, T o
c ;Iglomas and Nelson Hamilton, David Moore and Jonathan
olourn settled at what was known at White's Settlement,






west of Lansingville. They were members of the first Method-
ist Society. A log church was built about 1797 on a lot adjoin-
ing the Hamilton farm. Burned in 1801 or 1802, a frame
church took its place—the first frame church in the confer-
ence. This church was used until 1833, when a brick edifice
was built at Lansingville and dedicated by Josiah Keyes, pre-
siding elder.

This brick church burned February 26, 1863, and the fol-
lowing year a frame church was dedicated just one year
from the time the brick church burned. During the inferval,
the Rev. Mr. Thackaberry held meetings .in the schoolhouse.

In raising money for the new building, numerous subserip-
tions were obtained. Joel Baker gave $700; S. D. Baker, $500,
and his wife, $50. From others canie large amounts. The first
minister of the new church was the Rev. Iiram Gee, who
thought the minister could be paid from renial of the pews.
This plan was tried bhut at the end of the year, John Bower,
Jr., paid in $6.16 which he had obtained by renting pews. It
was all the money the minister received that year.

With an accordion, Milo Murray led the choir for a number
of years. It consisted of John Bower, Jr., Ilannah and Ann
Bower, William Tucker, Ilivam and Jane Warner and Wealthy
Bower. Still later, John Smith, Charles Mintlurn and Mary
Brong joined the group.

Among those who attended church here during this time
were the families of John Storms, Alec Wyant, Allen Fletch-

¢+, John Bower, Jr., Amos Bower, Benjamin Wager, J. W.
svoit, Jessie Bower, Charles Drake, Matilda Bloom, Edwin

. 7
A )

.
axry

with, Lewis Murray, Kirk White, ITorace Secord, John Davis,
Jerry Barnes, the Slocum family, Reuben Smith, Leroy Swart-
wood, Abel Fletcher, James Ilammond, John Sellen, John
Dates, Aaron Palmer, Chittenden Lamber, Gcorge Warner,
Starr Smith, William Hyatt, Daniel Baker, Merwin Bower,
Danie! Dickerson, Dana Fox. William and Wesiey Hamilton,
Isaac Smith, Anson Bradley, Dr. Barber, and Albert
Baker, Thic church buraad in 1938,

10
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. A secontd Presbyterian Society called the Second Chureh in
Milton was organized in 1805. Its formation was owing part-
ly to a disagreement in the First Church of the town respect-
ing a site for a house of worship, and the preference on the
part of a number for the Presbyterian mode of government,.
This church was locally known as the “Teetertown Church,”
and it stood on ground now owned by the Lansingville Ceme-
tery Association.

Jabez Chadwick, who organized this church, was succeeded
by the Rev. John Bascomb in 1818. He remained until his
death in 1828, when he was buried at the rear of the church.
The Rev. Mr. Chadwick returned and remained until 1831
when his changed views caused a division in the church body.
Then the Rev. Alexander Cowan served zs a supply for a time,
but soon most of the members joined the Congregationai
Church at Five Corners, organized by tue Rev. Mr. Chadwick.

The “Teetertown Chureh” was a frane structure 0 by 70
Teet. It had spires and galleries, and was one of the Jargest
;m(l hest hn'lshed churches in the county, but it was fially
tzl}f&;x:;;'i;l;]:\l’;(ll 81;(«)10}1’1::‘.\.101.\'13.‘ h? 1853,lth.rough thq instrumen-
bly, & gt (e s \w',. 1'(.1.1.‘1 mem ber of th.e State Assem-

1y, a legisl: act was passed Lo give the title to the Lan-
singville Cemetery Association. The building was sold t» S. &,
gzo,%((i)o.f(zn%ggr?%ﬂt:;s(ltgs(3ixngt'he originu}l f:ost had lieen
structure into an ir;s‘titu<tiono(§f lnlz;rninfr be}:');’l':t?t tOHtl‘-Ffl :C_'};G
but the attempt failed. ) ” S s e

In 1807, Conz}rd Teeter builc the first tavern here. When in
1{330, a postoffice was established, the name of the commu-
nity VYaE changed from Teetertown to Tansingville,

} In 1850, 2 Masonic Lodge held its meetings in the Pratt
10Use,
In the ’60’s and "70’s, Lansingville was a thrivipe rural

té

com i i ¢ i SLrl i
‘ munity with several small indusiries, among which was a

(t)zw;nery on the Flelcher place. Tn tho huilding that is now
St o e . ‘ . )
rlando White’s garage there was a hyt shop, on the upper

el
b ok






floor of which John McCarty had a tailoring establishment.
Almon Tucker and David Reynolds operated a shoe shop in
the northern part of the village. Other enterprises included a
wagon shop, a blacksmith shop, two stores, a hotel, a school,
and a physician was located here.

Judges Fail Woman in Debate

The N.N.P. Lyceum, a society of two years’ standing and
one that has given more literary entertainment to the good
poople of Lansing than all others combined, still flourishes.
rhery Monday evening finds us at work upon some ques-
tion that is both instructive and entertaining, said a news
rauort of 1869.

The Lyceum presented January 6, 1869, a debate on the
resolution, “That the right of suffrage should be extended to
women.” _

After an interesting debate listened to by an appreciative
audience, the judges decided that “woman now occupied her
.proper sphere.”

This decision brought a fiery criticism from Mary A. Wager
of New York City, who described herself as “being a Tomp-
kins County child.” She was born on Algerine Road in the
Town of Lansing, and had become a newspaper writer.

Said she: “It is a pity that that humble village could not be
scooped up out of the hollow in which it grovels and be set
upon a hill where the sunlight of progress and common sense
could ‘vitalize it.

T haven't talked with an intelligent, large-brained man in
six months, so old-fogyish, so narrow-rinded, so dead o every
sense of right, justice, progress or simnle Christianity, as to
think that women should not have sufirage or that the ballot
was going to ‘take her out of her sphere’ or to man-ize her.”

Concluded she: “Now, you must pardon so much ‘woman
talk,” in this letter. It is all owing to that Ludlowville deci-’
sion, which arouses me to a sense of the pre-Adamite state of“
opinion in my native town.”
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ROGUE'S HARBOR INM
HAD GOVERNOR'S SUITF

By ESTELLE T. YOUNGS (1952)

Among the many stagecoach taverns erected in the early
days, Rogue’s Harbor IHotel at South Lansing stands as z
Iandmark of two centuvies. It has a history dating back to
1830, the yvear it was started.

Abram Minier came from Northumberland County, Fenna,,
into the Lake Country in 1787. A deced shows he bDouyrint 660
acres from Captain Van Renssalder of Albany in 1702 and
took possession the next year.

Among his children was Gen. Daniel Minier who between

AV R G

1830 and 1812 built the Central Ixchange Ilotel, as he named

ricla
1t, at a cost of $10,000. Ile engnged the services of Lenwicl
Kelsey of Dryden as master builder, and as his helper an an-

prentice carpenter named Nelson Morgan of Lansing., The

T

g
hotel was built of brick hauled Ly oxen from King Ferryv; e
first brick building in the Town of Lansing, its walis are {if-
teen inches thick.

The building is in colonial style, having had wocden pilinvs
and metal balconies along the front. it had three stories be-
sides the attic and the square cupola from which a wonderfi
iew of lake and hills could be encompassed.

Inside was the famous spiral staircase of cherry woed lai
in panels. The first floor contained a grill and living gunria
with a great hall extending through the building, - d
work laid in design. On the second floor were sleening . voms,

-
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and the third contained the famous ballroom whose floor has
springs between it and the ceiling of the second story. Above
this was the attic lighted by two oval windows of leaded glass,
and here were two large tanks built of planks and lined with
zinc. One was for drinking water pumped from a well by a
windmill, the other for rainwater collected from the roof.

When finished, the building had the name Central Exchange
Iiotel in large letters across the front. Seven years after its
completion, its owner died in 1849. Ile was a general in the
War of 1812. Possessed of a fine voice, General Minier was
a leader of the Asbury Church choir.

The next family to occupy the hotel was that of Samuel Mal-
lory. Ile conducted the hostlelry for some score of years, and
was followed by — Ketchum. During his proprietorship
a man who imbibed too freely threw a hottle against the wall
and shouted, “Whet shall we name it?” An onlooker below an-
swered, “Rogue’s Harbor,” so it has been popularly called ever
since. There once was considerable horse racing and gambling
ahout {he place, and counterfeit money with dies for producing
it were found hidden in the walls.

From 1838, when William II. Seward became governor of
New York State, there was a room reserved for him at the
hotel as he traveled back and forth to his home in Auburn by
stagecoach from Albany or Washington. IHe was U.S. senator
in 1849 and Secretary of State in Lincoln’s administrations.

During the Civil War the militia drilled on the grass in the
rear of the hotel. This was during the ownership of Harry
Miller, who purchased the property in 1860. Ilis wife, “Aunt
Jane,” was a famous cook of that day.

Finding the pillars and the balconies were not safe, they
were removed and a wide porch built across the front. Miller
had a number of elm trees brought from neighboring fields
and planted in front to scrcen the driveway and on the lawn in
the rear. He then named the place Elm Grove Hotel and he
and his son William managed the place for many years.

Then in 1902 the property was sold to Col. John Mcintyre
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and his wife, “Aunt Sally.” Under their management it be-
came a very prominent place of entertainment for Cornell
students and prominent couples from Ithaca. On one occasion
Pr'esi(.ient Jacob Gould Schurman of Cornell sent word he was
brmgmg 500 guests for dinner, but when the party arrived
all was'in readiness: the group was seated on the lawn under
the elm trees. The Colonel died in 1924, having remocved in
1917 to Freeville.

From 1917 until 1931, the hotel was unoccupied, then it wa
sold to L. L. Blancher and wife. They operated it as a liotel
and Mrs. Blancher conducted a business in antiques. Affer a
quarter century of ownership, the Blanchers sold the property
:tO .Maurice Worsell, who did an extensive repair job. Now i.t
Is in a condition that promises many more years of exisience.

Dancing Bear Frightened Children
By ALICE A. DRISTOL

Nothing whatever had so frightencd us as did tha comine~
f)ne evening just before nightfall of a short, dark uehﬂi:;ac:f;;
g man and a spiritless, untidy weman. The man \,'.':x:-: ki Toine
f targe black bear on a chain and canrying a sharp, tivo. *
fork. They came into the yard and with a few loud ‘i""!""“l;:"‘
exclamations brought the whole family to the norch.‘ B

The woman dropped exhausted to the grouxad.' The man he-
gan a sing-song-jargon and the bear, responding fo =« prea ‘m'.'

.

the fork n his hind | i, lo]
ork, stood up on his hind feet and danced, lolling his hie,

red tongue and rolling his head from side to side. The vomsa.
g ' . : ’ i Lo E SS9 PSR
with effort arose and passed the man’s hat. My father mut in o

P

piece of money and told the man to wo away, that the chil-
dren were frightened. o

They yvent and the next day a man told us that they hao
campgd In a strip of woods a mile beyond us, and that ;;Hw*
the night the bear broke loose and devoured the ‘-x.folmz;:;k;
was believed that the man was responsible for thie 's-;.;
never could be proved. ) v E

~
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FROM LOG SCHOOLHOUSE
TO CENTRALIZED DISTRICT

In 1813, Richard Townley, school commissioner, divided the
tewn into twenty-two districts (one more, Sage, was added
later), sold the public school lots, and gave deeds for them.

The first schoolhouse, a log building, was put up across the
road from Jonah Tooker’s house in Fiddler’s Green, with

-Zenas Tichenor becoming the first teacher. A log scnoolhouse
was built in Ludlowville also, where the first teachers men-
tioned are Manley Tooker in 1820 and John G. llenry of
Havana in 1827, Ile was one of the twelve members of Ben
Joy’s Lansing Temperance Society, which was formed Decem-
ber 31, 1827, at a meeting in the schoolhouse.

When the early one-room frame schoolliouse was erected,
the log cabin was used as a barn by Benjamin Joy, who lived
near hy. A startling incident some years later substantiates
the claim that this log building was a station of the Under-
ground Railroad. The incident has long been related in this
manner: one night when Jov returned late from a lecture, his
driver put up the team without a light, and plunged a fork
into the haymow. Instantly there was a frightful yell, and a
colored man jumped out. In the morning he was gone as
silently and mysteriously as he had arrived, leaving small
doubt about why he had come.

Grant Halsey taught Ludlowville school four years in the
dual role of instructor and disciplinarian with a registration
that often totaled sixty and counted all ages in the group.
During his years here, 1892-1895, a larger building of four

16

rooms was built, and the smaller building was moved down
out of the way and set up on blocks. Miss Flora Sincerbeaux
was hired for the primary children, a curtain was stretched
across the room to divide it and provide another classroom
on the other side. In February 1895, the students were moved
into the larger building and Miss Frances Lyon was hired to
teach vocal music. The school was now known as the Ludiow-
ville Union Free School, No. 9.

Clifford Edwards came in 1896 as principal. HHe was much
loved by all the pupils, and remained for six years.

In 1903, Mrs. Anna Ford Bower was hired for the first three
grades and Miss Isabelle H. Wood for the fourth, fifth and
sixth grades. There were two teachers for the Sever:th and
eighth grades and high school.

In 1909, it was voted to add twe large clussrooms on the
north and Miss Wood and her students held their classes in
hall over the store,

In 1910, Mrs. Delilah Ruekman came to leach the seventh
and (z.i;rhth grades. In 1919, J. Paul Muson came as principal
.l‘emaming for three years. Thus the expansions were mad'f
Zidtl;(tzaxflgnﬂwrs of pupils necessitated enlargements of room

Aftel' a prolonged and heated controversy, in 1928 it was
decided to erect a large school building on ihc main road It
.Was on January 3, 1931, that teachers and students xx}é;‘e'i
into the new quarters, with Lawrence Clark as 1)1‘inci£>:.1i, \

Al.} ever-increasing student body and a bLroadenine of the
curriculum generated pressures upon the distriet U;t wer;
not iong to be contained. To meet this change on Juh.'“] 1046
the 1?:1trons of the school voted to change the setilp :to“th ’
LzmSI.ng Central School so as to enable ne;'u'lv all the distri t‘f
to unite in one system. Between 1948 and 1557 undér }:’1‘?11(1"'b
pal Clark Carnal, a separate shop building wa’s erécted '1:1(;
an addition was built along the Ludlowville Road. T

In the fall of 1958, the elementary school was built near by,

o

and the first six grades moved In, with Mrs., Martha Nelson
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as principal. Also, an auditorium and three high-school rooms
were added to the high school.

So, bit by bit, to meet educational demands, the school has
grown from a primitive log cabin to two large, modern build-
ings. Now, in the spring of 1964 there are 75 teachers, whole
or part-time, as instructors of a student body of 1,156. Ray-
mond C. Buckley has presided over the staff as district prin-
cipal since September 1961.

‘Steady’ Job Lasted Carrier 42 Years

Through thick and thin, winter cold and summer heat,
Everett V. Nobles for 42 years carried rural mail out of the
Ludlowville office until December 1, 1955, when he retired.
He had seen his route grow from 20 miles in 1913 to 68 miles
at refirement. .

In 1953, when additions were made to his route, he covered
more miles than any other carrier in the State. Ile has esti-
mated that he traveled a total of some 650,000 miles. Eigthy-
some families were served on his original route; when he re-
tired he was leaving mail in 350 roadside boxes and his truck
was often jammmed with paccel post. Volume of mail is con-
stantly increasing to the Miliken power plant, the centralizad
chool, and the new homs buildings in all parts of the town.

Carrier Nobles was just 20 years old when he started his
postal services. Charles- D. ITowell, postmaster at the time,
asked him how long he would stay on the job. Nobles says, “I
ioid him I wanted a steady job, and that is what it has
> Ile nas worked under three postmasters and five

o

heen)
postmistresses.

e started his rounds with a horse; in fact, he kept two,
driviny them on alternate days. In 1914, he bought his first
car but in winter had te fall back ox the horses.

Wher. he terminated his service, he was still delivering mail
to three éouples whora he served on his first route. They
are Mr. and Mrs. George Stout, Mr. and Mrs, Ray E. Smith,
and Mr. and Mrs. Orrin Drake, all of the Lansingville area.
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Torchlight Parades Silly to Some

By ALICE A. BRISTOL

. But nothing to the childish mind quite equalled the torch-
. 11ght procession at election time a century ago. First came the
drummer bO}./'S wearing fancy homemade pPaper caps and. vig-
;i;ously beatmg their drums, in time or out didw’t matter.
Next strutted two men carrying a billowing banner on which
X@e the- enlarged pictures of the presidential candidate and

IS running mate of the party represented by the perform-
ance.

Then foll@ved a line of old men and young bearing alofi
transparencies of various sizes that bore legends concerning

. s . |+ " . i . . ’- i : é
party and its candidates. All participants in the parade alter-
Dﬂ.tt‘l} jhoutwl and sang silly, unkinl and usually unirue
quips, There -was one ahout someone “going up Salt Iiver”-
another concerned “Tippecanoe and Tyler, Too”: one whr‘rc:
someone “‘rides a white horse” and someone visc “rites n

23 bl . ' N o y )
mu}e. But who was taking the briny trip or who were {he
. B L A 8§ -4

Tacing riders, cannot now he recalled.

Hf)wever, the glamor of it all was not alone the lights, the
music and ihe marching. A dim sense of the ridiculous .in’ the
p}llese;lce of those dignified and awesome menmbers of 1}e
lc éuclles :'md the community tramping so pemnousiy ﬂior-«;
an tmoutmg these silly fragments of petty origin, stiry ci
emotions long held in checl by a sense of pro 0101 oxtiment
in pabtie per deportment

Trailing behind the men and getting as nenr as they dai
were the youne b il imi e symapered
; e & boys of the vitllage, mitating the swagoer: he

) A . S -
ore them and catching and repeating as much as thev i
of the shouting. U in an oung st
o g P and down, in and out and 'round about

18y went until the last torch had gone smelly 2 d flick
out. Then they for ontion pokered
¥ Tormed ranks and stood at attention bef
man on a large drygoods box set up on the vill 20 square. sos
X = village squar i
listened- to a political harrangue, = e and






GERMAN SCHOOL DISTRICT
HAD LUTHERAN CHURCH

By NELLIE TUCKER MINTURN

The bell which had hung in the belfry of the German Dis-
trict schoolhouse in Lansing for more than 70 years, was taken
down in 1950, after having been sold at auction; the building
also was sold. This aclion reawakened interest in the school
distriet one mile north of Lansingyville, and many asked why it
was called the German district. The answer lies a long way
haek insofar as local history extends.

Deilman Bauer, Jr., was born 1744 near Hesse, Germany, and
came to America about 1760, locating in Northampton County,
Pennsylivania. He came in 1794 to a part of Milton, Cayuga
Couaty, that became Lausing in Tompkins County when the
laticr was organized in 1817. With him came his wife Eve and
caughters Catharine, Elizabeth and Susanna. All of their chil-
dren were born in Pennsylvania.

Tilman Bower, as he came to be called, settled one-quarter
mile south of where the schoolhouse now stands. Two of his
sons, John and Ilonteter, settled near; later, eight or more
farms were occuried by them and their descendants. The set-
tlement naturally was known as the Bower Settlement and is
‘'shown thus on early county maps. Two other sons, Samuel
and George, located near North Lansing, the latter being
buried at East Lansing.

In 1803, a German Lutheran church was established, the
site for it and the adjacent cemetery was purchased from John
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Bower. Services in this log church were conducted jin German
for many years as several other Gerrman families had settled
near. John Houtz, the first pastor, taught school in this build-
ing, back of which was the cemetery. The synod embraced
churches in Seneca Falls, Waterloo and Geneva.

The church later leased part of the land to the school dis-
trict and it became public school distriet No. 3. The last Luth-

- eran service was held in 1842 with John Izenlord as pasior,

The log building was moved in 1842 and a schoolhouse buils
which also was used for church services. The district is now
a part of the Lansing Central school and the building has
been remodelled into a dweliing.

The church records, all in German, have been lost but many
interesting items are found recorded in the minutes of the
district clerk’s book, started in 1832, Regular meetings were
held once a year in October, but often special meetines were
called each month, sometimes as ofien as each week, Dto vote
ontsome new or forgotten items or perhaps to repeal a former
vote.

Fusilier Parades Furnished July 4 Fur

. During simpler eras, Ludlowville had fusilier parades en the

Oil' t%lwof July. There was an carly photograph of some of the
participants on horseback, all attired in fancy costumes. Dr
W. Hl Lockerly was dressed as a woman with a bundle in hey
arms <o represent a baby. Among some of the old soldiers wio

-took part were Daniel Thayer and John Emery with fife -and

drum, and others that made plenty of fun.






BISHOP ASBURY PREACHED
IN NEW RED MEETING HOUSE

By EVELYN FIELD

I do not believe in deiving into the past, yet it is interest-
ing occasionly to lock back and see the changes that have
come about with the passing years. During the year 1797 a
Methodist class war formed at Asbury. The members were
Reuben Brown and wife, James Egbert and wife, Walter
Eghert and wife, Abram Minier and wife, William Gibbs and
w:fe, Reuben Brown was chosen leader. He lived one mile east
of +, :st Dryden and often walked the six miles to meet his
cluss i the log chapel that had been built at the east end of
what is now the Asbury Cemetery and used for school pur-
poses on weckdays.

The first preacher was Annsing Owen, who ‘is buried in
Pleazant Grove Cemetery; a monument has been erected over
his grave by the Wyoming Conference. He was a circuit rider
who served a number of churches by making his way on
horseback through the pathless forests.

In 1811, the famous red meeting house was built on the
same site. Shortly after its completion Bishop Asbury passed
through this region and preached in it so it was named Axe
bury Church in his honor. When I was a child I used te #¢
wooden benches in the yard which I was told were sad ol
when the church burned in 1844.

During the 33 years which had elapsed since the fmx::.!m:‘
of this church, many changes had taken place—-)‘“ﬂ'“ boad
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been laid out, farms had good buildings and the dead had been
buried about the old red church in the English fushion, but
when the new church was decided on, a new site was bought
a few rods west.

A grove of hickory trees was growing on this site; the
stumps of those cut down to make way for the church can
still be seen beneath the building. The outside of the church
is much the same as it was when built, except the windows
which had many panes of glass and green shutters. There
were two front doors, one on the men’s side and one on the
women’s. The church was built by members and friends,
among others Ogden Drake and Elisha Field. Indced, every-
body had a hand in it for people went to church in those days,
saints and sinners alike. Gere Minier as chorister trained a
large choir to furnish music at the dedication. My mother,
then a girl of sixteen, was a member of this chcir.

The pulpit was originally between the front doors, and the
whole interior was one large room with two small rooms at
the sides of the porch for wood storage. The pulpit is still the
same and paneled like the pews. It rested on two columns
which we use now as stands. It had a red velvel cushion on

. whirly rested the Bible and hymn hook. It stood on a raised
¢ dais reached by two steps on each side. The altar had about

it the same railing as there now. In the altar was a drop-
leaf cherry table flanked by two flag-hotlomed chairs painted
black with gilt figures.

The broad aisles led from the front doors to the back part
of the church where the singers’ seats were on a raised plat-
from which was divided into three sections and reached the
width of the church. The walls and ceiling were -¥hite or a
bright gray.

The building was heated by two box stoves whose pipes
reached the entire length of the building and across the north
end where they entered a large drum directly over the center.

About 1866 or 67, we L2d a minister named Warner. He was
a revivalist and a widespread revival was the result. Many
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new members joined the church and the question of chunyirg
the interior came up. He showed how rediculous it wias tu 1 1t
the minister between two hot stoves while his congregation
shivered under the long pipes. The older people did not ay-
prove of a change but the younger ones won out, the pulpit
was located in the north end and the singers’ seats in the
south. The pews were close to the wall and on the men’s side
on the east the white wall was ornamented by many grease
spots because of the hair oil they used. Some thirty years
later two rooms were taken off each side of the door.

Some of- the older members were George and Gabriel Drake
and their wives, Wesley Gibbs and wife, John T. Collins and
wife, Timothy Collins and wife, Phoebe Tichenor, Susanna
ienonor, Susan Egbert, Katherine Boyce, Alanson Trield and

7. Qusan Ann Ives. Later my father and mother, Sydney
Ao ison and wife, Jonathan Norton and wife, George Morgan
a1l wife, Newton Brown and wife.

ne character I remember was Lambert Bishop who always
wore a tall beaver hat, a swallow-tail coat and a black satin
stoek wound tightly around a high, white collar. Ile bitterly
opposed the first change and said he would never come to
church if it were made. Ile stayed home one Sunday, then
came back and shook hands all around and said, “Brethren, I
made up my mind to come to church if the devil stood in the
door.” Tlis favorite hymn was “O happy are they.”

Anolher character was Louisa Collins. She was very devout
and prayed so fervently in class meetings I used to Wonde!’
the roof stayed on. She dressed. very plainly, wore a bonnet, of
coal-scuttle type which he brother Smith dubbed the. SKY-
scraper. When teased about the embroidery on thfe wrist “E
her gloves she laboriously picked it out with a pin, A mw'
brother had a singsong voice and always ended his testintony
with “I hepe to see the inside of bright glory.”
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At least two pastors of the church lie buried in the ceme-
tery. The Rev. Sylvester Minier and the Rev. John £imberlin.
At his own request, the latter was buried where stood the
pulpit he had preached from so often.

The building was the largest in that section and was used
during the Civil War for war meetings. Francis M. Finch, the
poet, once addressed an enthusiastic meeting there. The
women made a large flag which was raised on the green in
front of the church.

Many interesting stories have come dewn to us from that
period. During one oceasion when the pastor, the Rev. Reuben
Fox, prayed for the poor, oppressed slaves, the chorister, an

. ardent Democrat, got up and left the room. A large delega-
: tion from the Varna church, not liking their pastor’s sympa-~
thy with the South, joined the Asbury congregation where a
more militant pastor was in charge. They returned to their
own church after the war ended.

Early Settler Famed for Pithy Sayings

Daniel Marsh, an early settier in the Town of Lansing, was
t ¥uown for his pithy remarks. Among his famous sayings are:
[ s o .
. “Times are so bad a man can’t get an honest living by steal-
ing.”
During a drouth he remarked, “If there was any prospect
of an other flood I would get into my well, for it is always
dry.”
On being barefoot in March, he explained, “It is a poor bis-
band who has not worn out his shoes by this time of yeur.”

TOMPKINS COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY
312 NORTH CAYUGA STREET 25
ITHACA, NEW YORK 14850






EVELYN FIELD DEVOTED LIFE
TO RURAL SCHOOLROOM

A beloved member of the Scuth Lansing community was
Evelyn Field (1853-1945).

The daughter of Samuel Field and Catherine Tichenor,
she lived all her long life in the house at 215 Peruville Road,
east of South Lansing, where John Armstrong now resides.
For many years, she taught Lansing school No. 14 just east
of her house. We have been unable to find out how long her
tenure was or whether she taught any other school.

Mrs. Bertram Buck, who lived as a next-door neighbor, says
Miss Field taught her mother, Mrs. Perry VanOstrand, her-
celf and Mrs. Buck’s eldest son. This span of instruction
covers many years. ITer pupils are quick to af{ivm their mem-
ories of the precepts she taugh them along with reading,
writing and arithmetic.

After Miss Field’s parents died, her brother George lived
with her. She was a devoted member of the Asbury Church.
.and wrote many articles recounting events she remembered
from Civil War times. Other articles recorded still earlier
happenings as told her by her parents and relatives.

Among the Civil War stories is the one concerning a fing
that was hand-made by women of the church. Every day dur-
ing the war, this emblem was flown A
church lawn. Ancther article titled “Recollections of t!u: Asxe
bury Church” yecounted her childhood impressions of nt;wuf:
ing church services, and cf the older persons she 4w there,
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Mental Picture of Mother Spinning
By ALICE A. BRISTOL

There is a wonderful picture in the mind of the writer of
a pleasant room, a few flowering plants in the window, a big,
bright fireplace. At one side, close against the wall and well
out of the way, a little girl is sitting in a little chair, elbow on
knee and chin in hand, watching with fascinnted eyes her
mother at the spinning wheel. The mother is dressed in home-
spun linen, fresh and spotless. Her soft, dark hair is parted
in the middle.above large, gray eyes and combed smoothly
down over the ears; it is fastercd in a small, neat knot at the
nape of the neck where tiny strands escape to curi and dance.

On the floor and the table, the latter pushed back against
the wall to give space for the spinning, have been sceured
beautifully white with rushes and sand. The big wheel is
placed for freedom of step and arm for good light on the
spindle; a chair stands near the head of the wheel, containing
long, soft blue rolls of wool about as large around as a woin-
an’s little finger. The smaller the roll, the finer was the thread
spun from it.

Now, the mother takes one of these rolls and surprisingly

. attaches the filamentary material to the bit of thread always

left on the spindle for a beginning. Ilolding the voll lightly be-
tween the thumb and forefinger of her left hand, she places
the forefinger of her right hand against a spoke of the wheel;
then, with a graceful bend ¢f her body and a sweep of her
right arnn, she starts the wheel revolving. In order to keep her
steadying finger in place, she steps forward as the circle of the
wheel widens and back as it -is completed.

Never once does her careful eye leave the spindle point
where the thread must show fine and even, and this depends
upon the dexterity of her left hand in supporting and direct-
ing the long, filmy roll, and steadiness of the revolving wheel.

Now she begins: right hand to wheel, bend, press finger on

; spoke to start it revolving; three steps forward while making
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a half-circle with the right arm, and the left hand stewdi]s
carries the twisting thread as it is spun. Now thrce m.r;‘i;
backward while completing the circle with the right arm, wnd
the left hand dexterously guides the finished thread as it i<
spooled ‘on the spindle, then it goes back to the spindie point
with a slight bend of the shoulders. Repeat...and repeat..,
and repeat, a continuous round of curving, out-thrown in.
drawn arm, of bending body, of tapping feet, of buzzing spin-
dle and humming wheel. To witness it was to be enchanted.

To such musical notes and household tasks my mother un-
consciously took her gymnastics and practiced her dancing
steps. Thus she acquired grace-and poise, stimulated circula-
tion and experienced the satisfaction of a well-done task all in
the one process. What a combination! My mother continued
to card and spin her wool, to make hard and soft soap—a reg-
ular spring affair like housecleaning—and to keep immacu-
lately white her kitchen floor and table.

‘Spiked’ Drink Warmed Weather

A family named Chittenden at one time lived in part of Dan-
sl Clark’s house at Ludlowville. Chittenden had a spcke fac-
tory which supplied spokes for wagons made in Cortland. Sev-
eral sleighloads of spokes would travel together, one of which
was driven by his son. They stopped at Elm Tree Inn at
MecLean to get warm and have a drink. The Chittenden’s were
strong temperance people, and their son would order a soft
drink. The other men made it up to play a trick on him and
have something stronger added to his refreshment. They had
not gone far on the highway when he stopped his horses and
took off his coat, saying it was remarkable how the weather
had moderated.

LUDLOWYVILLE EARLY CENTER
OF COMMERCIAL ACTIVITY

From DeWITT HISTORICAL BULLETIN

Very early in the settlement of Tompkins County, Ludlow-

. ville became an important center. This development was large-
1] . . - .
i ly owing to the enterprise of Maj. Thomas Ludlow, a Revolu-

tionary War veteran. A native of Long Island, he located on

1 bounty lands at what is now Ludlowville.

Born in 1762, he was 26 years old when he became a Tomp-
kins County pioneer. Ilis wife was Julia Cooper, a sister of
Judge William Cooper of Cooperstown who was the father of
: James Fenimore Cooper. The Coopers snd the Ludlows ex-
. changed visits by riding horseback betvicen the twe dlaces.

’ Major Ludlow brought his family into the Lake Country by
- way of Athens, Pennsylvania, from which point the party left
on February 20, 1792. The immigrants reached the settle-
ment at the head of Cayvuga Lake (Ithaca) on February 23
and departed on March 16. It would appear that Major Lud-
low spent the interval between his arrival at and departure
from the settlement in looking ever the surrounding country-
side, for the party went directly to the Ludlowville location.

In his diary the Major says, “we proceeded up the lake on
the ice. After about eight miles we came to Salmon Creek,
which flows into the lake. Here we decided to land and, upon
reaching the shore, passed up the ravine a short way until we
came to some falls which would give water power for the
mill.” Waterpower was important to the pioneers so that they
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micht establish sawmills to produce -lumber for ecrection of
buildings, and gristmills where grain was ground to produce
flour and meal. Usually the sawmills were constructed first
so that the timber from land-clearing could be converted into
building material.

Then as more land was cleared, at a rate of two acres a
year, there became available more land for growing wheat
and corn in quantities to warrant erection of ‘mills for process-
ine these and other grains such as rye, barley and buckwheat
in‘t’o foodstuffs for both the farmers and their livestock, and
oristmills were buiit to do the grinding.

” The first dwellings of the pioneers were lean-tos hastily con-
structed of trees and pine boughs and were little more than
windbreaks, but log cabins were soon erected. The area from
which the trees were cut to ercct the cabins was burned over
and planted to corn, potatoes, wheat and garden crops .from
seeds brought with the party from its former home.. It will be
noticed that the Ludlows arrived at Salmon Creek just before
spring so to have time to erect a cabin and clear ground for
spring-planting time. .
"“vhen the Major's family came to the Salmon Cregk s1t¢’e,
25 found a Clark family on Indian ITill, a second at IImEn'od S
1 1t and a third on Salmon Creek. The area was then in the
Town of Genoa, Cayuga County, and did not become the Town
of Lansing, Tompkins County, until the latter county was
organized in 1817. | . '

In 1795, Major Ludlow built the first, a lo'g, g}*lstr.rxlll 0_:3
Salmon Creck but later there were four. To this mill pl,onefft;
from as far distant as Dryden, Danby and Homer carllf"‘
orain on horseback to be ground. The same year he blllli
; tavern to accommodate the increasing number of 1:1'11\%‘l “"-“
‘who were coming in to inspect the land throughout tlle,“1:-:.,
"area. In fact, so many located in the county that b.\d l;=:n
‘there was a population of nearly 21,000 whe}‘e there t!“t‘hi% o
less than 100 in 1720. Ludlowville felt.the impact (1)3 1__! i
flux to such a dégree that a postoffice was establishe
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1806 with Abijah Miller as postmaster. On March 10, 1815,
he was succeeded by John Ludlow.

Major Ludlow died March 15, 1838, aged 72 years. His wife
Julia died May 21, 1849, aged 81. They are buried in the Lud-
lowville Cemetery. They were the parents of eight children.

One son Stephen married Ann Starr; they moved to Michi-
gan and bought a farm in 1837. Fifty-two per cent of the
Michigan pioneers came from New York State, a goodly num-
ber from the Town of Lansing as indicated by such place
names in that state as Lansing and Ludlow.

Major Ludlow was active in affairs of Ludlowville and Lan-
sing. He was president of the first temperance sociely in
1828, one of the first trustees of the Presbyterian Church or-
ganized at Ludlowville in 1817, and a presiding clder at his
death.

Another leading family in the development of Ludlowville
was that of Calvin Burr who opened a store there in 1812, and
his brother James came the next year. Oliver Phelps came in
1811; and in 1820 superintended the building at Ithaca of the
first steamboat on Cayuga Lake, the Enterprise. Afterward
he built locks on both the Erie and Welland canals and be-
came a wealthy grain grower and dealer in Canada.

A connecling link between Ludlowville of today and ihe
Revolutionary War is afforded by Mrs. J. 1L Pavish. Iler great-
great-grandfather, Col. John larper, who commanded the
American forces al Cherry Valley and Schoharie, was a mem-
ber of a group which purchased 22,000 acves of land between
the Delaware and Susquehaunna Rivers in 1768. e built the
first house in Delaware Counly in 1771, on site of Ilarpers-
ville; it was a log cabin that was buirned by the Indians in
1777. 1is daughter, Abigail, married Daniel Clark and they

came to Ludlowville in 1803 and built what is now called the
Barr cottage across from the store. One of their children, Isa-
belle, born in 1816, was Mis. Parish’s grandmother.

Posessing waterpower and lake frontage, Ludlowville early
became a manufacturing and commercial center that served
an extensive agricultural area.
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SALMON CREEK FALLS
ASSET TO EARLY VILLACE

Waterpower was most important to settlers coming into a
new section, for they came long before there was steam and
electrical power. It was because of the falls in Salmon Creek
that the Ludlows settled here and in 1798 built the first grist-
mill of logs below the falls. The building was 20 feet square,
cad to turn the wheel a wooden flume carried the water over

s
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Howgssential to development of such a settlement as Lud-
lowville is indicated by the earlier necessity to carry grain to
the lakeshore where men rowed hoats across the lake to Tre-
man’s mill. Lumber for buildings was an early necessity, so a
sawmill was shortly erected; and the dam to power it was
built just above the falls from which a raceway was dug to
carry the water to the mill. Soon afterward a spoke factory
and an oilmill were in operation, and business boomed in the
little village.

In 1825, Andrew Myers built a gristmill and sawmill on his
land near the mouth of Salmon Creek. Eventually, these mills
were burned, and family houses soon began to occupy the site
near the salt plant,

When Daniel Clark came in 1801, he established a tannery,
fulling mill and dyehouse, and a sorghum mill above the falts.
A dam just above the “Red Bridge” impounded the creck snid
a channel along the east side of the highway was dug to carsy’
water to power these little factories. Willow trees were planted
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along this channel to protect it against washouts and keep the
watler in its proper course. A few of these old trees are still
there.

Three miles upstream was a gristmill and basket factory
which James Ford bought from the FHaskins family. It had
been built in 1819 by Ambrose Ball.

There was another milldam and mill at the forks of the
creek; at Litile Hollow on the west branch was another. At
Genoa on the east branch of the main stream was stii! another
mill, which ground grain for a longer time than any other
mill in this vicinity. Likewise, each little settlement on up
Salmon Creek had its dam and mill, but all these dams were

-washed out in floods and never rebuilt as more efficient miils

came into being to serve the larger, more populous avea.
There are several large tributaries running into the main

creek. At Ludlowville, Townley or Indian Creck enters frem

the east. It has three falls and in one place it narrows te the
“deer leap.” Nearby is Hedden or Buttermilk Creek which has
one large falls. Near the present residence of Fred Brill is the
creek along whose branch is the “Indian Chimney,” a forma-
tion of rock standing vertically and resembling a chimmey.

A mile north of Ludlowviile the largest tributary entervs
the main channel -at what is known as the “gulf,” beeause
above the falls the banks narrow into a deep ravine. At this

- falls Jacob Osmun buill a mill and a nearby residence in 1870.

A busy place for years, the mill has lately been transformed
into a beautiful home where Sherman Pecr vesides. 1t is saia
there were eight sawmills from this point up to the main hich-
way, Route 34. The “Gulf” stream riscs almost on the Groton-
Locke town line.

On some old maps Salmon Creek is called Salmon River,
which it really is. With the main stream rising north in the
Town of Venice in Cayuga County and with all these tributa-
ries draining most of the Towns of Lansing and Genoa, it is
really a river—and a mighty one at the height of {he spring
runoffs,
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GRANDMA TOWNLEY'S
CHRISTMAS PARTY

By MARY L. TOWNLEY

it was Jafe in the fall of 1792 when Grandpa and Grandma
Townley, with their three little children, started from the
valley of the Susquehanna, where they had been living, to
come to their new home in the “Lake Country,” as this part
of New York State was than called. The journey would seem
a very short one these days, but then it was long and tedious
for {here were no railroads or even roads of any kind.

In many places through the woods they were obliged to cut
a way for the wagon. If took nine days to come about one
hundred miles, the mother and children generally riding in the
wagon, which was drawn by oxen, while Grandpa and his
brother Charles drove the few cattle they brought with them.
I've heard Grandma say that every morning before starting.
they would milk the cows and put the milk into the churn.
then at night they would find the butter all nicely gathered
by the jolting of the wagon over the rough trail.

Well, when they came to the head of the lake they found
only a few houses where Ithaca now stands. Here Grandma
and the small children embarked in a little boat with the
household goods, while the men drove the cattle along an In-
dian trail. The first work was to cut down some of the tall
trees, which covered the country thickly for miles on every
side, and build a little cabin to shelter them from rain and
SNOW,
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This cabin was their home for two or three years, until

4 they were able to build a larger and better one. it sivod in the
. south orchard where the old Romanite tree now stands.

At last they were settled for the winter. Uncle Charles went
back to Susquehanna, leaving them.alone in the wilderness for
the winter. But settlers were beginning to come in fast aud, as
Grandpa was a surveyor, he was away from home.a great deai
to locate claims. Sometimes he would be gone two or three days
at a time, leaving Grandma alone with the children.

The day before Christmas he went away with a man who
had bought a piece of land about ten miles off, expecting to be
home again before evening of the next day; but night came
and he had not returned. You may be sure it was not a very
merry Christmas for Grandma as she sat before the fire in
the lonely cabin, anxiously listening to every sound, and hoping
each moment to hear her husband’s footsteps. No visions of
sugar plums danced through the children’s heads as they
played aboul the floor, for Santa Claus did not find his way
into the backwoods in those days.

All at once there was a strange pawing noise at the «door,
and Grandma’s heart began to beat fast, for bears were very
plentiful in the country and she though she was going to be
Tavored with a visit from one. But in a moment: the Iatch was
raised and the door slowly opened; the first thing she saw
was a gun poking into the rooni It was {followed by an Indian,
then another and another, cach armed with gun and toma-
hawl. These uninvited Christmas guests all squatted on the
floor before the fire, and began to entertain their hostess by
telling horrible stories of the massacre of Wyoming in which
they had taken part.

They flourished their tomahawks and described the way.

' the unlucky settlers were butchered and scalped, while poor

Grandma sat listening in terror, although she tried to appear

| brave and unconcerned, for she had always heard that the
© Savages were more likely to spare those who showed no signs
. of fear. The youngest child, who was just beginning to toddle
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around, was greatly attracted by the tomahawks, and in spite
of all she could do, would break away from his mother and
going up to the Indians, would reach out his hand for the ter-
rible weapons, which she every moment expected to see
puried in his brains.

After a while her unwelcome callers inquired about the
name of the owner of the cabin. When it was told, one said:
“Townley, Townley, yes we know one Townley, but he dead
and rotien long ago, Charles Townley, he killed in Wyoming.”

Now Grandma was a woman who could always speak her
mind and, frightened as she was, couldn’t help saying:

“No, he was not killed either, for he was here only last
week.”

This seemed to make them very angry and they began
again to flourish their tomahawks and tell their dreadful
stories. At last they called for food which was given them.
When they had eaten what they wanted, they asked for a loaf
to carry away, and then took their departure. I don’t believe
that anybody was ever so glad before to have their party
“out” as was Grandma Townley that Christmas night,

Three or four years afterward, an Indian came along with
moccasins to sell. Grandpa bought a pair and, when he paid
for them, the Indian insisted on returning part of the money,
saying:

“We owe your squaw big loaf of bread, so big” (motioning
with his hands to show the size of the loaf.)

Then Grandma knew that he was one of the Christmas
guests.
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A NEW YORK VILLAGE:
ITS EARLY-CENTURY ANNALS

By MARY L. TOWNLEY

Written by Miss Mary L. Townley, this paper was read by Mrs.‘Har}'iet
Dewey Ireland at the April 26, 1904, mecting of the DeWilt Ilistorical
Society at the home of Mr, and Mrs. Francis M. Bush, 123 East Buffalo
Street, Ithaca.

Miss Townley was a daughter of John Nelson Townley, youngest son of
the pioneer Richard Townley, Sr., who came to Lansing .in 1752 from the
Wyoming Valley of Pennsylvania. This pioneer lived in the house on
what is known as the James Buck farm on Lot 77 of the Bounty
Lands awarded Archibald Cunningham, who served six and a half years
in the 2nd Regiment of the Contincntal Army. Hlis dischm"go, carrying
the Badge of Merit Citation, and the signature of “G. Wasl}mgton,” is in
the DeWitt Histovieal Museum. There is no record of Cunningham’s ever
having occupicd the lot.

In the form of a newspaper clipping, Miss Townley’s paper was pre-
sented the DeWitt Historical Society August 19, 1944, by Mrs. Williamn D,
Haring, Lansing Town Historian. The present form carries soric slight
alterations to give names of persons alluded to in the original, add new
material, and {o improve its readability by breaking extremely long para-
graphs into shorier ones. . e e

It lies snugly nestled among the hills of the beautiful lake
region of the Empire State, this little hamlet, typical of so
many others scattered throughout the older settled portions
of our country. Never exceeding in population four hundred
souls, yet a microcosm in itseif wherein have been enacted

_the tragedies and the comedies of life.

As we stand upon some hilltop of this rich farming region
and the lovely panorama spreads ouf beneath, there come vis-
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)is 1;;51 ;f;; éﬁSt'mVZ; sie a 1.)1ctu.re of the young pioneer and
s | y ing their toilsome way through pathicss
ids t?,?" homesite in the unbroken wilderness, poor énou';l‘n
:e':;;sc;\;cf;ods but rich in the dauntless courage which
We are apt to glorify the achievements of the present day
-and they are indeed marvelous—but the foundations ‘o~f
atiox.ml greatness were laid by those hardy, indomitable
iontiersmen who, step by step, conquered the wilderness
lazed thie way and made the path plain and easier for thé
wltitudes that were to follow.
‘This region was patt of the military tract granted to New
ork State soldiers who served in the Continental Army dur-
ig the Revolution. Gceasionally 1n some old farmhouse may
e 1:mmd a carefully cherished document bearing George Wash-
igton’s signature and certifying that the bearer thereof, hav-
g faithfully served the United States a certain tilr,le is
ereby discharged from the American Army. One of t]iese
f)cuments, in-the possession of a direct descendant of the sol-
lor to whom it was given, is regarded by its owner as a sort
f patent of nobility. And many a member of the D.A.R.
roudly exhibits this cerlificate of her right to belong to the
ristocracy of the land. ‘
In 1780, when the New York State Legislature looked ahead
0 the end of the Revolution, the whole expanse of Central
nd Western New York appeared a vast domain that invited
ettlement as soon as the Indian title could be extinguished.
lccordingly, legislation was enacted to provide for extinguishs
tent of the Iroquoian claims to the land and the awarding of
00-acre bounty grants to soldiers of the Continental Army
s pay for their services and to hasten the development of
he region. The area was surveyed and mapped into 28 mili-
ary townships, each containing a hundred lots, and admin-
stered by commissioners of the Land Office, an agency also
reated by this legislation. The Cunningham claim of bounty
and drew Lot 77 in the Town of Miiton, Cayuga County, of
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which the Lansing area was a part at the time of the award.

Sometimes the soldier, perhaps worn out by the hardships
endured while fighting for freedom or for other reasons,
shrank from the struggle of hewing out a new home in the
wilderness and disposed of his right for what would now
seem a paltry sum. In such a case the “discharge” would be
transferred to the purchaser as-a part of the title deed to the
land.

During the years immediately preceding and following the
Wyoming massacre J uly 3, 1773, the Indians were so ugly and
troublesome that few if any settlers had courage to penetrate
this region. But after General Snllivan, in his expedition of
1779, succeeded in offectually subduing the red men, the
Lake Country soon became the land of promise for many seck-
ing new homes, especially the velerans.

They canme from the rugged hills of New Tngland, the low-
iands of New Jersey, the German scttlements of Pennsylvania
and the Dutch from Esopus Valley of Southeastern New York.
They made their slow and toilsome journey in wagons ansl
sleds drawn by oxen, on horseback or on foot, frequently
clearing with an ax the path as they advanced. Often weeks
were required to travel a dislance that can now be accom-
plished in a few hours.

The descendants of one brave woman tell how she came
many a weary day’s journey on horseback, carrying an infant
in her arms. And across the horse’s back behind the mother
was placed a bedtick partly filled with straw at each end to
furnish a safe and comfortable place for two older children
who balanced each other on either side of the horse. The
husband, with an.ax over his shoulder and leading a cow,

trudged along on foot by her side. One may fancy the un-
bounded delight of the youngsters as they surveyed from
their perch the novel sights of the woodland pathway.

It is also a matter of tradition in another household that
the pioneer ancestors were nine days in making the journey
from Wyoming Valley, near Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, while
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being obliged to cut their way through the forests. This dis-
tance can now (1904) be made in less than six hours. Fach
night and morning the milk from two cows was put into g
churn in the wagon and, in due time, was converted into but-
ter by the jolting of the vehicle over the rough ground.

 In the days before the giants steam and electricty had risen
to claim thieir own, a good waterpower usually determined the
location of communities in the interior. Thus it was that a fine
stream (Salmon Creek) which at this point plunged over a
ledge of rocks to form a miniature Niagara, became the
reason-to-be of our little village—Ludlowville.

Two enterp:ising brothers, Silas and Ilenry Ludlow, and
Henry’s son Thomas, descendants of one of Cromwell’s Iron-
sides, came in March of 1791 to take possession of Military
Lot 76, which comprised 600 acres and for which they had
paid 860—or 10 cents an acre. This acquisition illustrates the
purchase of bounty land from one to whom it had been origi-
nally awarded.

Herve they erccted a gristmill and a sawmill which were for
several years the only ones within many miles. A blacksmith
shop and a store—the latter a forerunner of today’s great
department stores—soon enabled the farmer to make his trip
to the mill the occasion for supplying many other needs.

A wool-carding and cloth-dressing establishment soon did a
thriving business in a community where all the clothing worn
must be manufactured in the family. A tannery utilized the
bark of the hemlocks which covered the hillsides, and thus the
little hamlet became the scene of small but busy industries of-
the day. '

Some interesting reminiscences from the pen of a grand-
daughter of one of these first settlers, Mrs. Julia Joy More-
house of Galenburg, Michigan, lies before me. She writes:

“The first place of learning my mother knew of was a log
schoolhouse that was occupied before being finished. There
was no floor except across the end where the teacher sat. Th:e
children sat on the timbers where the floor was to be, their
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feet hanging down and reaching the ground. The teacher, 2
Quaker dame, was very nice and taught the children all she
knew. The girls were taught to knit and sew, and it was ex-
pected that each girl would make a sampler before her educa-
tion was finished.

“The spelling book in use was illustrated with coarse wood-
cuts—the rude boy in the apple tree, the country maid and
her milk pail were among them. The English reader and the
Columbian orator were the reading books, and were made up
mostly of exiracts from English classics and from speeches
of great men. The Bible was the textbook in the schools, and
teachers and pupils read from it.

“The schoolhouse was built in the woods: squirrels would
come and play with the children, the birds {ly in and out, and
sometimes a snake would he seen on the logs, though such an
object lesson was not desired. I think the children were very
well taught for, what they knew, they knew. They weire ex-
pected to obey their parents and teachers and were taught to
‘make their manners’ to any strangers they might meet on the
highway when going to and from school. To do this, the boys
stood on one side of the road and made their bows; the girls
on the other side curtsied.” ' -

One of the amusements of those times was spinning bees:
the young men fwrnished the wool yarn or linen thread and
the girls spun them, after which they had their fun eracking
native nuts or roasting apples and chestnuts. Paring bees
when apples were peeled and sliced for dryving, corn husking
bees, spelling schools and singing schools were other divertise-
ments that helped pass the time of these oldtime youths.
When a girl married, she had her outfit of homespuu.

The grand days of the year were the militia training days
when everybody was out to see the parade and eat ginger
cake. It was not an uncommon sight to see men, women and
children each with a card of ginger cake in hand, eating it on
the street as they walked. The cake was a special one, called
“training cake.”






The young people used to sing at their evening parties.
Pianos and organs were not known then so they used a tuning
fork te give the pitch for secular as well as church music.
Who can say those young people were not as happy as if they
had played progressive pedro or euchre all night?

The bell was rung at 9 o’clock every night—the curfew bell.
I have heard by grandmother say: “The 9 o’clock bell has

rung and the boys are not in yet.” But they soon were in and -

the houschold fire was covered for the night. Matches were not
known so, if the fire went out, one of the boys was sent to a
neighbor’s to borrow some live coals. It was a common experi-
ence to hear the minister say, “meeting will begin at early
candlelight.” Tallow candles were the only means of illumina-
tion; their wicks were trimmed with snuffers.

One of my recollections is that of seceing chimney sweeps.
The large fireplaces would become fouled and, at least once a
yvear, had to be cleaned. Usually two or more boys went
through the village crying, “Sweep-ho! Sweep-ho!” The pot-
hooks aad the crane were removed from the fireplace and the
boys climbed up the inside, sweeping with brooms, brushes
and scrapers, zll the while singing “Sweep-ho!”

The wages of a dressmaker or sewing woman were 25 cents
a day; a girl was paid 75 cents a week for doing housework.

Not more than two or three persons in the village took &
newspaper and that a weekly. It was a common thing for &
group of men to sit around one who could read to them the
news; they thus learned all that was going on in the country.
I have heard my mother tell how her father wept when the
news came of the death of Washington.

My great-grandmother, Hannah Cooper, was a sister of
James Fenimore Cooper’s father. The Coopers came on horse-
back to visit my grandfather, bringing the little boy “Fenny.”
Ha.was in frocks and, of course, showed no signs of Lecoming
zne -of the most celebrated authors of our country-—James
il“-a.z‘sinxo'x"e'.(;"coper. Mrs. Cooper wore a dark blue riding habit
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and a black beaver hat with long plumes. My grandfather
looked like pictures I have seen of Cooper.

When the Erie Canal was first falked of, my grandfather
said, “What folly! It can never be done,” or “I shall never
see it!” But he did see it and took more than one trip on it
to Buffalo. When my father talked of going to Buffalo to live,
grandfather said, “It is very wrong for Ira to go to that new
country to be scalped by the Indians.” My father had a con-
tract for finishing the west end of the canal.

The cask in which was brought the water from the Atlantic
to mingle with the waters of Lake Erie on the occasion of the
celebration held at the opening of the canal for navigation in
1825, was given to my father. It was a work of art and highly
decorated with a group of Indians in paint and feathers on one
side, and a section of the canal with boat and horses on the
other.

I am sure ignorance was bliss in those times. They did not
know they were full of germs and microbes, and they had
never heard of their vermiform appendix, of the multitud of
health foods, or of Christian Science. They were Christians
without the science!

I used to visit my uncle who lived on a farm of the Rev.
Theodore Cuyler’s grandfather. Theodore and his widowed
mother lived there. I somectimes ran away, and one day I
climbed the fence but fell off. I cried loudly and Theodore
picked me up and took me to the house where his mother com-
forted me with bread and bulter spread generously with
sugar.

First in the list of books in my grandfather’s library was
the Bible. Scott’s Commentary held the second Pace, and he
always read all the notes and comments at family worship. It
must have been very tedious to those who listened, especially
to the children, but those were not hurrying times; no steam
or electri¢ cars were to be taken.

Shakespeare, Pilgrim’s Progress, Josephins, Roilins’ Ancient
History, Milton’s Paradise Lost, Young’s Nights Thoughts,
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Poor Richard’s Almanac, and some of Scott’s novels completed
the list of books in the library of this pioneer family. It t'ux;
rished good, wholesome intellectual food for the household and
the neighborhood.

Perhaps it was the strenuous lives led by these early sct-
tlers which inclined them to embrace the stern doctrines of
John Calvin. A Presbyterian Church was organized in 1817
with eighteen members. The little society flourished, many
additions being made to its numbers each communion season.
Meetings were held in the schoolhouse until the erection of a
church edifice in 1825. The salary of the first paslor was
$600 a year. .

Meantime, a few followers of John Wesley had settled in
the town and soon proved a disturbing element, for naturally
there could be little harmony hetween them, the essential arti-
cles of whose creed were the Doctrine of Election and the final
Perserverance of the Saints, and the Dbelievers in human free-
dom and the conscquent possibility of fall from Grace. How-
ever, the new sect shared with the Presbylerians the privi-
lege of holding meetings in the schoolhouse.

It is said that on one occasion good old Deacon J., who made
the closing prayer, lengthened his petition to two mortal
hours, deeming that he was most effectually serving the Lord
in d2laying as long as possible the teaching of the dangerous,
heretical doctrines held by the Methodists.

Naturally, opposition and abuse, instead of blighting, only
stimulated growth of the devoted little band. When it had in-
creased in numbers so as to be able to build a church, it was
found impossible to obtain a plot of ground in the little valley
wherein the village was situated. The group was obliged to
place its house of worship on a pinnacle of one of the sur-
rounding hills, to which the faithful made its toilsome way
each Sunday for a half century.

When, at last, a wealthy member of the church bhecame
the owner of a lot within the village, he presented it to the
society, the meeting house was moved from its elevated posi-
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tion to one almost directly in front of the Presbyterian
Church, which stood a little back from the main street of the
town. And now, for many years, these two rival branches of
Zion have dwelt in comparative peace and harmony, provok-
ing each other to good works. "

The early records of the Presbyterian Church, which are
still extant, show that in order to maintain a good and regu-
lar standing among the brethren one must waik warily and
circumspectly. They also furnish a significant comment upon
the changes of sentinent within the last century as to many
of the essential requisites to true Christian living.

The first case of discipline rccorded was that of a brother
who was cited to appear before the Sessions, charged with
neglecting public worship and communion for eighteen
months, a neglect of family prayer for twelve, and a general
levity and lightness of conduct disgraceful te a professing
Christian. This delinquent brother, after having repeatedly
failed to heed the summons, was excommunicated for ccniu-
macy. A similar fate befell another who failed to manifest
due repentance after being labored with for having fool-
ishly remarked that ‘the devil would fly away with half
of ihe Presbyterians in the place and maybe himself with
them.”

Three brothers were cited before the Session to answer &
the charge of a breach of the Fourth Commandment while
performing a recent journey to the West by traveling on the
Lord’s Day. After being faithfully labored with, one brother
became duly penitent and, having made public con{ession of
his sin, was restored to full communion. As the others could
not be brought to see the enormity of their fransgression,
they were suspended.

Another brother, while living within a few rods of his own
church, went a distance of three or four miles fo attend a
Methodist meeting in profanation of the Lord’s Day, and in
violation of his covenant engagement to attend steadily and
devoutely upon the institutions and ordinances of Christ as
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administered in his own church. This brother, not proving
penitent, was excommunicated.

Some time during.1828 the question came before the Ses-
sion, “Is it expedient for a member of Christ’s Church to re-
tail spirits by the small measure in a grocery?”

Iaving duly considered the matter, the Session resolved
that it is inexpedient, and whereas brother P.W. is in the
habit of selling spirits by the small quantity in his grocery
store, and whereas the practice in the opinion of the Session
is productive of much injury to many of his customers and of
riotous conduct in and about his store, therefore resolved that
a committee be appointed to visit him and present the views
of the Session and to advise him to discontinue the practice.

The committee reported that they made known the views
and wishes of the Session to brother P.W. but did rot ascer-
tain whether he would quit or not. Whereupon, the said com-
mitlec visited him again to ascertain distinctly whether he
considers it right to sell spirits according to his practice, and
whether he means to persist in it or not.

The brother appointed to visit him reported he did not sig-
nify to him distinctly whether or not he would discontinue
the business of selling spirits in his grocery store, where-
upon brother >.W. was invited to come before the Session
that a free conversation might be had between him and them.
After conferring with the brother for some time he gave the
Session to understand that he was not perfectly clear in his
¢wn mind as to the correctness of his business of retailing
but did not say that he would relinquish it. He said
that he did not know how he could gain a subsistence if he
should change his business. '

As there is no record of any further proceedings in the
case, and the brother who was really a very worthy man, died
at a venerable age a member of the church in good and regu-
lar standing, it is presumed that he finally discontinued the
practice of retailing spirits.

There was, indecd, at this time pressing nced that the
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church and community should be aroused to a sense of the
rapidly growing evil of intemperance. When whisky was 2
common beverage in every house, it is not strange that drunk-
enness was deplorably frequent. There was no market nearer
than Albany, about 150 miles distant, for the abundant crops
of corn where after days spent in its toilsome transportation
by wagon the farmer received only fifty cents a bushel for
the grain. This return would scarcely pay the cost of getting
it to market, but 60 pounds of corn converted into whisky wa
reduced to two-thirds in bulk and weight and doubled in its
value. Therefore, distilleries for manufacturing the raw mate-
rial soon became common and did a thriving business.

No social gathering was considered complete without a gen-
erous supply of spirits in which all frecly indulged. It was ex-
pected that every farmer would furnish his horvest hands
with a liberal allowance of whisky, and no house or barn ra‘s-
ing could be successfully accomplished without the aid of
spirits. The more intelligent and thoughtful members of the
community began to realize the fact that it was after =1l poor
economy to thus transform their crops of corn into crops of
drunkards.

On New Year’s Eve, 1827, twelve good men—the apostolic
number—assembled for the purpose of forming a Temperance
Society, pledging themselves to total abstinence from all intox-
icating liquors. This society was one of the very first formed
in the State and soon begun to exert.a beneficent influence
throughout all the surrounding region. The good aécompiishcd
was largely owing to the strenuous efforis of a voung busi-
nessman of the village—Benjamin Jov—who entered heart
and soul into the work of temperance reform.

'Throughout long winter evenings for many years he made
his way through blinding snowstorms and formidabie drifts to
.talk temperance in every schoolhiouse and church in neighhor-
mfo; towns. There was, of course, fierce opposition o the doe-
trine of tee-total-ism which he preached, and many were the
threats against the indomitable reformer, but teing a natural
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orator, gifted with a keen, ready wit and an inimitable sfory.
teller, he always succeeded in keeping his audience in good
humor even while freely applying the lash. Ilis meetings were
.seldomly disturbed by the disorderly elements in a commu-
‘nity.

. Upcn a certain occasion, when one of his hearers asked,
“What’ll we do with all our coarse grain if we do not make it

into whisky ?”’ Joy instantly remarked, “Ifeed it to the drunk- _

ards’ families.”

As the years passed, his fame as a speaker spread through-
oaf rhe surrounding country, and when it was known that
“Uncie Ben” was to address a meeting there was sure to be a
crowded house. The rig that he usually drove was something
like Dr. Ilolmes’ “Wonderful One-ITorse Shay,” and he himself
was by no means dandified in appearance. At one time he was
returning from a trip between the lakes and.had driven onto
the ferry boat on which he was to cross to the eastern shore
of Cayuga Lake. While waiting for the ferryman who had gone
home to dinner, a spruce-looking man, driving a fine horse and
carriage, came down to the boat and called out, “Come on here
and help me,” which Uncle Ben proceeded to do.

The stranger then impatiently demanded, “Why don’t you
get your craft started?”

“I am only waiting for my man,” was the meek reply.

“Well,” said the gentléman, “f am in a hurry. I have some
business to do and then am going to Lansingville tonight to a
temperance meeting. I have heard a great deal about Ben Joy
and I thought 1 would stay over and hear him talk, Have you
heard him?”

“Yes,” replied Uncle Ben, “and I don’t think much of him.”

The stranger was much astonished when the speaker of the
evening proved to be his companion on the ferryboat.

Uncle Ben never grew weary of the work and throughout a
long life continued to wage valiant warfare against the evils
of intemperance, :

It came to be a custom to celebrate on every New Year's

1
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Eve the anniversay of the organization of the first Temper-
ance Society, on which occasion the Presbyterian Church was
invariably filled to overflowing. Uncle Ben’s droll stories, even
though often repeated, being as sure to draw a crowded house
as Joe Jefferson’s impersonation of Rip Van Winkle. These
anniversaries are still faithfully observed after a lapse of
three-quarters of a century. (The observance was kept going
for 120 years, but after Minnie Myers’ death in 1938, they
dwindled away. She remembered Ben Joy and when a little
girl sang at anniversaries standing by his side.—Editor.)

The Town of Lansing claims the distinction-of having pro-
hibited sale of intoxicating liquors within its borders for
nearly 50 years. The Prohibition wave that swept over the
stale in 1855, seating a temperance governor in the guberna-
torial chair, also made Uncle Ben a member of the legislative
body. '

The isolated communities of those early times were especi-
ally favorable for the development of marked individuality of
character. There are still lingering traditions of the peocult-
arities of some of those piloneers.

The worthy doctor of the village, Dr. Dyar Foot, was a man
of very positive opinions which he was free to express upon
possible occasion. The village store, which was the favorile
meeting place for the Solons of the town, was the scene of
many a wordy war whereby affairs of church and state were
settled. The doctor, even at the early day, was a stanch Abo-
litionist and was bitter in his depunciations of slavery; he
never failed to arouse the ire of his opponents in argument.

Dr. TFoot was a prominent mcmber of the church and always
insisted upon strict disciplining of all who deviated ever so
shcrhtly from the straight and narrow way. It was not strange,
therefore, that he bcame extremely unpopular and, when he
left the village after a few years to try his fortune in the
Far West, his departure was celebrated by the more disorderly
element of the community by firing cannon, ringing bells and
other demonstrations of rejoicing.
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A notable personage who might have been termed the great
man of the village, was Squire Abijan Miller, a lawyer of i m-
posing piesence and culture. He possessed what in those days
vwas considered a fine library. The old-fashioned mansion—
iie Dickinson home—which he built is still standing. It was at

fre time surrounded by spacious grounds laid out with broad
{lower-bordered walks. In an arbor in the garden one lovely
summer morning was found the lifeless body of the owner of
the beauliful home. A pistol shot through the heart, with the
weapon lying close by, plainly showed it to be a case of suicide.
Melancholy induced by long-continued ill health was supposed
to have been the cause of the deed. This tragedy naturally
cast over the community a gloom which was not soon dispelled.

A frequent guest at the Miller mansion was a favorite niece,
a daughter of Judge Elijah Miller of Auburn, who became the
wife of William II. Seward, then a law student in her father’s
officc. During her visits Mr. Seward also sometimes found his
way to the little hamlet. An account of a sad event connected
with one of these visits was recently related to me by a daugh-
ter. of one who was for many years a valued domestic in
Squire Ailler’s family.

While it is not known that any scricus impediments inter-
rupted the tranquil course of true love in this case, yet it
would not he strange if Mr. Seward, then a young man and
unknown law student, should have felt some slight trepidation
in approaching so prominent a citizen as Judge Miller to pro-
pose an alliance with his family. However that may have
been, it was agreed between the lovers that during the visit
of the young lady to her uncle, the future statesman should
exercise his diplomatic gifts in endeavoring to secure the
paternal constent to his suit. If successful, he was to drive
to Ludiowviile and accompany his lady love on her return
home.

Having pleaded his cause so skillfully as to receive a favor-
able verdict from the Judge, it is to be presumed that the
yeung man lost no time in conveying the joyful tidings over
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. the 30 miles intervening between Auburn and Ludlowville, 1t
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was a day before telephones, you know!

1t was during this ride that occurred the sad accident which
may well have cast a dark shadow over the happiness of the
young couple. As the carriage approached within a mile of the
village, one of a little group of children playing in the rcad-
way was reported to have been trampled beneath the horses’

i+ hooves. However, a later account says the boy lost control of

his sled and it ran between the path of the two horses. He
was not killed, as a political story claimed when Seward was 2
candidate for governor.

A visitor to the sleepy little village of the present day would
find it hard to realize that it was once the business center of
a large tract of surrounding country. During the first decade
of the 19th century, Calvin Bury, an enterprising young mer-
chant from New Lngland, established here a store in which
was long carried on a flourishing business. The stock com-

. prised dry goods, groceries, drugs, hardware and nearly every

commodity required at that time by the early settlers, in ex-
change for which was received all kinds of farm produce. At
first these products were bear grease, wild honey and bces-
wax, pelts, animal bones, tallow, wool, knit goods—all charac-
teristic of a primitive settlenent.

Drummers, as lraveling salesmen were known earlier, did
not visit Ludlowville until many decades later. Twice each
year the merchant made a. jowrney to New York City to re-
plenish his stock of goods which was bhrought on the JTudson
river Lo Catskill and then by wagons on the Catskill turn-
pike to Ithaca and from there over rough roads to the store.
By either wagon or sleigh about a ton was a load, and the
cost was about $2.50 a hundred pounds. There was a story
told of one man who loaded his wagon rather heavily and then
carried a keg of nails on his own back. The keg weighed 200
pounds! ‘

After the opening of the Erie canal in 1825, the cost of
bringing goods from New York was reduced 25 cents a hun-
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Jredweight, and soon the building of canal boats Decame a

flourishing industry along the lake. A man could frequently
build 2 boat during itne summer and pay for it from the
freights of one season. There was very little difference in the
time required between the wagon and the canal hoat as the
speed of the latter averaged two miles and hour. The packetls
or passenger boats attained the amazing speed of four miles
an hour!

TFrom tinte to time other stores were opened in the village,
but they were usually of short duration while the pionecer
establishment continued on the even tenor of its way for more
than sixty years. Its founder, after a time, retired from the
business with what was, before these days of multi-million-
aires, considered an ample fortune. There are still living two
who were partners in the firm during the last years. The ven-
erable James A. Burr of Greenwich, Conn., and the Ion. H, B.
Lord, who came to the village in 1836, a lad of 14, and contin-
ued as a resident of the place until 1866, no citizen ever more
honored and heloved.

There is situated well on the outsiirts of the village a farm-
house huilt in 1806 which enjoys the unique dislinction of
having Deen the scene of a trial for witcheraft. Good old Dea-
con B , highly respected member of the community,
must have inherited from his New England ancestors a belief
in witches for, upon the protracted illness of his daughter, he
conceived the idea that a certain Dutch woman of the neigh-
borhood, a Mrs. Prost, had hewitched her. Whereupon he de-
manded that Judge Richard Townley should issue a warrant
for the arrest of the imagined culprit. The Judge endeavored
to dissuade the Deacon until the latter, Lecoming angry,
exclaimed:

“Judge, I must need tell you that you talk like a fool.”

So the warrant was issued and the time appointed for the '

trial which was to be held in the house of Judge Townley
whose daughter, then a child, has told me that she well re-
membered the jolly crowd that assembled to enjoy the unu-
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sual entertainment, for no one but the Deacon seemed to have
taken the matter seriously. It is needless to say that the poor
woman was found not guilty.

As will be readily seen, I have not in these Annals attempt-
ed anything like a connected history. There are doubless many
incidents of interest-connected with the early days of the
town that have been lost with the passing away of these who
were a part of its life.

Nevertheless, from this secluded nook ameng the hills have
gone out far-reaching influence for good. The Rev. Theodere
L. Cuyler in his “Recollections of a Busy Life,” says:

“During the winter of my return from Europe to my home
on Cayuga Lalke, one of my uncles invited me to go down and
attend an afternoon prayer service in the neighboring village
of Ludlowviile. There was a spiritual awakening in the church
and the meeting was held in the parlor of a priva‘e house. I
arose and spoke for ten minutes. When the meeting was over
more than one came to me and said, ‘Your falk did me good.
On my way home, as I drove along in the sleigh, the theught
flashed into my mind: ‘If a ten minutes’ talk today helped 35
few souls, why not preach all the time?” That one thought
decided the vexed question as to my future.” Ile had been on
the verge of adopting law as a profession. -

As is well known, Dv. Cuyler has been an eminently sue-
cessful minister. It is said that at one time his church in
Breoklyn numbered the largest membership of any Presbyte-
rian church in the United States, and few writers hiave con-
tributed so profuscly to the religious press as he.

The Rev. John Bascom passed the years of his boyhood in
our little village. Formerly president of Madison University,
Madison, Wisconsin, he was for many years a professor in
Williams College and, as author and educator, has left an im-
pression upon the life of the nation. His father was pastor of
the Presbyterian Church in Lansingville. He died in early
life, leaving a family of four children. The widow soon moved
to Ludlowville. She was descended from four generations of

clergymen.
. B}






When Everyone Ate ‘Training Cake'’

By ALICE A. BRISTOL

When Lincoln’s call came to the counties for volunteers to

re.cruit the Civil War armies, Lansing responded generously
with more than the town quota. Then followed thrilling days

of training when recruits assembled in the village.

(?ompanies of 61 men each were formed and trained by their
officers in the square in front of the stores. IIousewiv‘es for-
saw the absorbing interest to be aroused by these occasions
which evacuated every member of the household, and made
preparations against hunger by providing each with a liberal
supply of a special gingerbread, called Training Cake. The
public ate this out of hand while sitting on the store steps or
while standing with stretched necks to peer over 'someone’é
shoulder. Others ran to be the first to arrive at a place of van-
fage, still others elbowing and crowding an onlooker out of a
coveted position. All was vigorous contention but good-ratured
rivalry.

Small wonder that a lad like Bloom LeBarre was excited,
?_:z:.r:.'n..'-vz'ly fr.om home and enlisted with the recruits, though
~7ving 1o misrepresent his age as 16.

Log Cabin Good Enough for Him

- e . .
Martin Murphy of Ludlowville had three daughters who

earned sufficient money to build a frame house near their
family’s log cabin. The father said he had lived for years in
the cabin and it was good enough for him. There he lived for
the remainder of his life but the rest of the family moved into
the new house.
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Postmaster Served 74 Years

When Rosweil Beardsley died in 1902 at the age of 93, he
had been postmaster 4t North Lansing for 74 years. His com-
mission was signed by John Quincy Adams, the sixth presi-
dent of the United States. It was dated 1828 and counter-
signed by Postmaster General John McLean.

Beardsley was born in Scipio Center, Cayuga County, July
5, 1809, and moved with his parents to North Lansing, then
known as Beardsley’s Corners, January 2, 1827. The next year
he was named deputy postmaster under Joseph Bishop, the
first postmaster at North Lansing, the second post office in
the Town of Lansing. TIe served continuously under twenty
presidents and thirty-four postmaster generals, and at the
time of his death he was the oldest postmaster in the United
States. He had. made out and signed every qrarterly report
during all those years—296 reports in all.

Beardsley conducted a yetail store in connection with the
post office, to which in the early days mail was brought ence
a week by a man on horseback. Usually this postrider carried
the weekly newspapers over various routes and ihe mail bha-

" tween post offices.

In 1870, the office paid $57 a year, but after the railroads
came through he was allowed $60.

On several occasions he was invited to visit Congress, and
he was invited to McKinley’s inauguration, But being a man
of extreme reliring disposition, he declined to attend. Ilow-
ever, his picture today hangs in the Congressional Library in
Washington, D. C. ,

Beardsley married Isabella Conrad, and they had five
daughters and one son. A grandson, Howard Beardsicy, pre-
served his grandfather’s commission, which is now in the pos-
session of his widow, Mrs. Edna Beardsley, of South Lansing.

In 1894, there were ten post offices in Lansing; now there
are three: Ludlowville, South Lansing, and Myers. Much of
the mail is delivered throughout the town by rural carriers.
Thic mail service was inaugurated here in 1903.
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Lansing Had Several Brass Bands
From ADRIAN WOOD'S RECOLLECTIONS

Some years ago Mrs. C. T. Redline and her brother Lloyd
Bow.'er of Libby, Montana, donated to the DeWitt Historical
Society a music pouch used by their father Jay Bower while‘a
a member of the South Lansing band. It contains some sheets
ot" band musie, a roster of the members and other bits of
hls:tory. The uniforms were dark trousers, cream-colored
§hu‘ts, dark caps, and white Morocco pouchets. A four—horé@
‘cemp t(;'z}xlsigrted the outfit ir an up-to-date bandwagon. Or:
ganized in 1884, this ban it 3
ganized In 158, whis d had twenty members and was called

. . . .
‘ .I\OLI th Lansing organized a band in 1891, but the group soon
izned with t il i :

y ith the Soulh Lansing group. John Starks was drum-

the Peruville Band.

In 1895, the Ludlowville Cornet Band was “going strong,”
and through William Miller, Patrick Conway, who led the I’cc,}’l-
aca B'and, was persuaded to come here and drill this band. It
practiced in the hall over the Benjamin store in a build‘inv
erected during 1811 by Oliver Phelps. Some of the instrument;
were inferior, and especially did the big bass drum annoy
Conway. He told the men to bring the poor drum in its bag
up tp the h-androom where the Ithaca band pra'cticed. ile then
took them into another room where were stored many new in-
s?ruments that were furnished by some big companies. Ile
picked out a good bass drum, which he put into ile bag in
place of the inferior one. )

.Conway was paid five dollars a trip here but he was well
pa%q by the Tremans for his work with the Ithaca Band. The
um{orms for the Ludlowville band were bought through No.
7 fire company of Ithaca and were the same as the Ithaca
Band’s. In a parade they always marched with the fire com-
pany. In a picture taken at Cayuga Lake Park, members iden-
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mar Holden, Clayton Haring,

tified are: William -Burger, 0
Jay Morey, Lew Luce, Bert

Merritt Winns, William DeCamp,
Ozmun, Warren Giltner, will Miiler, Will Searles, Lafayette

Jacobs, Newton Holden, Leonard Austin, Adrian Woods.
Ludlowville was noted for its bandstand in the triangle now
marked by a flag»ole and boulder with names of soldiers lost

in World War Il

Dr. White Led Group to Oregon

By LYMAN IL GALLAGHER

A blue-and-gold State marker stands in front of the Pente-
costal Church in Lansingville to marlc the spot whers the-
hom:e of Dr. Elijah J. White stood long ago. Dr. White was a
pioneer medical missiopary in Oregon. Ile was a native of
Montour Falls but lived in Lansing both befor2 and after his
years in that state. While there he was a friend and associate
of both Dr. Marcus Whitman and the Rev. Samuel Parker of
Ithaca.

In 1842, he led a group of 120 men and their families across
the Indian country to Oregon, in which many of the early sci-
tlers came from Tompkins County. Dr. White was honored for
his patriotic labors by being made United States agent for the
Indians in the western country.

He was author of “Ten Years in Oregon,” published in Ith-
aca in 1847. A few copies may still be found. This iz the in-
scription on the marker in front of the site of his home in
Lansingville:

“Home of Dr. Elijah White, pioneer Oregon settler, Indian
missionary, agent for Indians in Oregon, wrote “Ten Years in
Oregon,’ 1842.” '






MILK, FLOUR, MEAL USED
EARLY BY PIONEER COOKS

By ALICE A. BRISTOL

) ?emde the venison and fish so abundantly supplied by fo

-fs;. and st.ream, the pioneer housewife soon had three };th:-
staple al"txcles of the diet—milk, meal and flour. Indian c :
ground into meal and wheat into flour were cc;mbined W(ﬁ::

milk in a variety of ways. There were buttermilk whey, but-- ‘

termilk pop, minute pudding, hasty pudding, and Johnny cal
~ Buttermilk whey, little more than a nc;’c very satgrsf abirixe'
potable, was made by heating buftermilk in a kettle untilytl .
whey curd was separated from the water. *
| Buttermx]k' pop was made by heating the buttermilk and
constantly stirring to keep the whey from separating W;\en
at' ﬂlle ?oiling point a miixture of flour or meal and wa’;er was
ilr:s( \Ixi?{iyaa(égfi vz:g;r]t]];:e :Otlllx;;mg continued until the mixture
The men folks or children sometimes called for “lumps,”
whereupon the cock took some flour, lightly moisiéncd 1t W):i:h
fresh buttermilk, then worked it withuhexz fingers into small
floury lumps or noodles. These were gradually €u111ed into the
hqt mess and cooked until thoroughly done. The piping hot
mixture was poured into deep bowls, sweetened to tastz and
f-zaten by spoonfuls. When' thickened and cooked fo perfection
it was a very goog dish.
?V{mute pudding was made by heating salted water to the
boiling point and stirring in loose flour which cooked into
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small globules in just no time at all. A dish of this was eaten
with cream and sugar.

Hasty pudding was made the same way, except Indian meal
was used instead of flour, and it was cooked a full fifteen min-
utes. This pudding or mush was then poured into a jarge. deep
bowl, which together with a generous spoon or Jadle was first
rinsed in cold water to prevent the mush from sticking. A
bowl of milk and a spoon were at each place, and the family
seated itself to the joy of transferring by large spoonfuls the
golden grain from the central bowl to the individual ones and
thence to hungry stomachs.

Then there was a cake made from Indian meal, salt and
water or milk. Before the advent of ovens, this mixture was
spread upon a board that was set on the hearth before aglow-
ing coals to bake. This came to be known as Johnny cake, but
there are several explanations of why the name. I remembier
asking my mother how it happened to be so named. She said
it was introduced by southern slaves, and during the Civil War
it became a basic food article for the Confederate armies

-/ whose soldiers were called “Johnnies” hy the Federalists whe

' dubbed the cake “Johnny Cake.

Post Offices, Posimasters in Lansing

_ Rural mail routes, advent of the automobile and faster post-
al service have reduced the number of post offices in Lansing.
In 1894, there were ten: Asbury, Mary Ifead, postmistress:
TFast Lansing, C. D. Ilaring; Heddens, John W. Lrown; Lake
Ridze, W. A. Iedden; Lansingville, Charles Drake; Ludlow-
ville, Charles Wood; Midway, William A. J. Ozmun; Myers,
P. D. Drake; North Lansing, Roswell Breadsley; South Lan-
sing, Charles M. Egbert.

In 1963, post offices and postmasters are: Ludlowville, Don-
‘ald H. Bush; Myers, Frank Hranek; South Lansing, W. Paul
Blancher.

The first post office established in territory now embraced

-
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in the Towps of Genoa and Lansing seems to have been located
on west hill (Fiddle:’s Green) though it bore the na.n‘lja ef
Genoa until the division of the towns at the time Tom ;.0
County was formed in 1817. It then became Ludlowville lI-Ii)ms
ever, the first entry of this office under the name Genc'aa w‘j\/-
on meuary 11, 1806, on which date Abijah Miller, Jr w‘S
anII)oxxlted postmaster. He was succeeded March 10,, 18i’5 12)1;
i,f:gr:e%-udlow, and Maxch 1, 1817, John Bowman became post-

Resegu'ch indicates that postmasters a i
been Philip French, 1846-49; Amasa Woog ZIl‘;/(lifl)(-);val{%ﬂ}lﬁ;i
Mead, 1865-71; William Godley, 1871-82; W’illiam Me,ad 18;32-
85; Charles Benjamin, 1385-93; Nelson IE. Lyon 1é94—04'
Charles E. Wood, 1904-09; Charles.D. Howell 1909113' Frar;
ces \'V. Wright, 1913-17; Senora Stedman, 191’8-24' Jos’eph w
MeGill, 1935-43; Marian Nichols, 1943; Jean Woo’d 1944-5]:
Donald H. Bush, 1951—. Since 1920, the post office, has bee1;
moved. five time, all within the village of Ludlowville.

.Rural free delivery of mail was established here in 1503
\/‘."lth two_routes, Nos. 9 and 10. Mrs. Adelea Stearns was the
first carrier down the lake road. Mrs. Cora Redline remembers
that, as a little girl, she watched the first day with her aunts
for Mrs. Stearns, who put some mail in their box.

1 George Ryan was the carrier on Route 10, which went up
the Creck Road and through Lansingville. Mrs. Nellie Min-
turn says she recalls how regular he was and adds, “You could
set your clock by his coming.” Other carriers were Farnest
Buc.lmmm, William Minturn and Everett Nobels, ‘

Since 1955, Wallace ITammond has been the carrier out of
Ludlowville, Ile travels 74 miles and delivers mail to 397
boxes for 412 families, but he is never more than eight miles
away from the post office. '

In 1919, parcel post service was inaugurated, and it delivers .

much .me:'chandise_to rural residents. The southern end of the
town is served by Ithaca R.D. 1; the eastern part by a Groton.
route, and the northern area by the Locke route.

60

.the foreman for

Railroad Along Lake Launched

The Cayuga Railroad Company was organized in 1871 for
the purpose of constructing 2 line along the east shore of
Cayuga Lake. Work was begun late in the year and rails wer¢
laid during the winter of 1272. During the year rights of way
had been purchased from those farmers whose lands extend-
ed to the lake. Serious washouts of the line the next year led
to a reorganization as the Cayuga Lake Railroad, which road
passed to control of the Lehigh Valley in 1877,

Construction of the track brought in many laborers, and
this section was Trank Gallagher. Ie built
a small house at Myers and brought his family which re-
mained there as permancnt residents. The house was enlarged
and Mrs. Gallagher hoarded many of the railroad workers as
well as those who later worked at the salt plant started under
R. S. Lamberson in 1892. Mrs. Arthur Brewev is the only
member of the Gallagher family left.

No passenger traing have becn run since September 1, 1918,
The only trains now is & freight train from Ithaca that termi-
nates its run at Myers and a coal train to the Miliken power
plant 2t Lake Ridge.

Some fifty “mourners’”’ rode the passenger t
the Jast day. Sidney Carr had been the engineer
old No. 18 for eight years, and had been in railroad serviee
3g. He had been an engineer 21 years. Mrs. Ilorence Myers
Croft, over 70, rode from Ludlowville station to Ithaca on the
final trip. She said she rode on this line when she was a iiile
girl, and hundreds of times since.

. In the early 1870’s much planning of railroad lines through
Lansing was done. Besides the Cayuga Railroad, two olhers
eventually crossed the town, the Murdock and the JMialand,
neither of which lasted long, but traces of their routes can be
seen today. The Midland afforded “the shortest, quickest and
cheapest” route between Ithaca and New York City, if one
elected to go to North Lansing to take the train. It was said

ain to Anburn

wha drove
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of this line that it would stop a train and pick a person up

even if it was at his own door.

The Ithaca-Auburn Short Line opened December 12, 1908
i . was operated partly by steam and partly by electricity'
f)t;;rting at State and Tioga Streets in Ithaca, it ran up the hi]i
‘5 Iistys, South Lansing and northward to Auburn, with a
short branch west from the main line to Rogue’s Harbor,
Much used by residents along the line, it failed financially
and was abandoned in 1924.

Salt Plant Operated 68 Years

The salt company at the mouth of Salmon Creek at Myers
started work in 189.{. This was when R. V. Lamberson came
from Warsaw in Western New York, seeking a location where
both salt and water were found in abundance.

Since that time this salt “block” has been a sustaining
source of employment for men of Lansing. Gradually, the
plant was enlarged, a dicastrous fire at one time and the col-
lapse of the main building at another did not halt progress.
When the company later merged with the International Salt
Coz'f‘:pany, more modern machinery was installed.

There is no lack of salt, what with brine being brought up
rom wells with an carlier depth of 1,500 feet but now from
2-,1(}0 feet. But in recent years, according to the trend of the
times, il has been determined econnomical to consolidate opera-
tions with the plant at Watkins.

In preparing for this move, the company sold the houses
near by to employes who had occupicd them and wished to

remain here. Twenty-five acres of land north of Ludlowville
were given to the Rod & Gun Club, and a like acreage south
of the mouth of the creek was presented to the Town of Lan-
sing park for picnic sites and a bathing beach.

All the machinery has been trucked to Watkins, and a num-
ber of men moved to that location so as to remain with the
company. Some sought other employment, and the veterans
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were pensioned off. Some of these employes had spent ail
their working lives in the company’s employment, with rec-
ords of more than 40 years as were John George, 47; Joseph
Uher, 46; Abraham Caliel, 44; Leroy Inman, 43, and Leo
Abraham, 41.

So, since August 1962, the buildings which had furnished
employment for more than 200 men for 68 years, have re-
mained empty. The closing is a blow to the town thot will
have to be borne until some industry takes over the vacant

structures that stand bleakly idle.

Two Lonely Graves Attract Attention

Three miles north of Ludlowville, near the foot of Brooks
Hill and with no houses within a half mile, is 2 gravesione
with this inscription:

“Tn memory of Deacon and Captain John Rouse, a Revolu-
tionary officer, who lived and died a devoted Christian and
patriot, who departed this life Jan. 19, 1834, aged 92 years,
1 month.” .

“In memory of James Mec., son of William and Mary Mor-
rison, died Mar. 19, 1814, aged 1 month.”

Deacon Rouse’s children were John, Sarah, Anthony, and
Amor; also Mary, wife of William Morrison; Peggy, wife of
William L. Clark, and Rebecea, wife of Jonathan Iddy.

The deacon enlisted at Graham, N. Y., for seven weeks as
lieutenant, was captain from April 1, 1777, to Ang. 25, 1778,
according to the record when he applied for his pension. The
Morrisons lived in the neighborhood of the little burying
ground, and he came to spend his last years with them.

One grave, that of Reuben Bennett, 1760-1824, is high on
the bank, north of the mill in the _Gulf, now owned by Sher-
man Peer and used by him as a summer home. Bennett is
thought to have been a miller and a member of the Masonic
Lodge. Masons of North Lansing erected an iron fence around
his grave some 25 years ago.






OLIVER PHELPS FAMED
FOR LARGE ENTERPRISES

Oliver Phelps located in Ludlowville in 1811 as proprietor of
a store, and soon had branches in Ithaca, Trumansburg, Fab-
ius and at other centers. Iie operated stage lines, carried mail,
superintended the building of the first two steamboats on
Cayuga Lake, buiit sections of the Erie canal at Lockport and
of the Welland canal in eastern Canada. Locating in St. Cath-
arines, Canada, in 1825, he became a grower of and dealer in
wheat on a large scale.

Third child of Noah and Sarah Adams Phelps, he was born
in Granby, Connecticut, December 12, 1779. Ile moved tfo
Green River, New York, in 1792, and married Abigail St. John
January 16, 1800. Between 1800 and 1827 there were born to
them seventeen children, of whom only nine reached adult-
hood. They moved to Cazenovia in 1801, to IFabius in 1804, to
Ludlowville in 1811, and then to St. Catharines, where he died
at the residence of his son, Q. S. Phelps, in 1851, aged necarly
72. His wife survived him twenty years, dying at Buffalo in
1871.

On coming to Ludlowville, Phelps built the first store in the
settlement, an enterprise Arad Joy came on horseback from
Fabius to manage. Phelps erccted his dwelling near the edge
of the high rocks south of the schoolhouse, and planted mul-
berry trees as many others did. These trees were to feed silk-
worms but they proved to be the wrong species of mulberry
and the experiment ended in failure,
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Aside from the stage and mail route and his store enter-
prise, Phelps’ great contribution to this section of the State
was construction of the first steamboat on Cayuga Lake. A”
model of this boat, the Enterprise, is in the DeWitt Histori-
cal Museum at Ithaca.

He participated in organization of the Cayuga Lake Trans-
portation Company on December 15, 1816. Its officers were
David Woodcock, president; Phelps agent for the building of
the boat; James Pumpelly, Joseph Benjamin, and Lewis Took-
er, directors. The object of the company was to build a steam-
boat to run from one end of the lake to the other. The keel of
the Enterprise was laid March 11, 1820, at Port Renwick in
the southeast corner of the lake at Ithaca. Next May 4 the
City and brought up the ITudson to Albany and overlund to
Ithaca by teams that required six weeks to male the trip.

Only thirteen years after Fulton had steamed up the Hud-
son River in the Clermont, on June 1, 1829, the Enterprise
hull was launched, with machinery manufactured in Jevsey
made her trial run down the lake, carrying 150 passengers.
She left Port Renwick for Cayuga where she arrived eight
hours later. The craft was ecighty feet long, had « beim of
thirty feet and a capacity of 120 tons. Five vears later the
company built the improved Telemachus under Phelns’ super-
vision.

- Later, Phelps negotiated a contract to build the five locks
in the canal at Lockport, a work he performed so successfully
that he was awarded contracts to excavaie the deep cul an
build feeders on the Welland canal in eastern Canada. IHaving
accumulated a reputed million dollars from his canal building,
Le became a grain, especially wheat, grower and dealer in St.
Catharines. But before his death he saw much of his fortune
dwindle away through a break in the Liverpool wheat market.
One time he had sixteen ships laden with wheat freeze up
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“in Lake Ontario, and before they were freed by thaws, the

grain sprouted, and he lost $150,000.
Phelps is credited with having built from his private funds
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311: (I;:zithl’iesbytirian Church in Ludlowville. To maintain
'ch he contributed freely t i i ¢
fould. afford at a time when thg c:urz:};?ftrléfligafgcs)u?aﬂbers
the tx.me. 1818, just beginning to develop. ne ot
;I‘vhxs Oli\:er Phelps has been confused, locally at least, with
L:;Ceir ghe;ps who‘ was a partner in the Phelps and Gc;rham
;- ompany. "lhe land speculator was born in 1749 at
Windsor, .Connecticut, and died at Canandaigua February .21
1809. While Alice Adele Bristol in her memoirs has a det'liled’
accqun_t of Phelps’ financial reverse and his recoupment -;fter
coming to Ludlowville in 1811, it will be noticed that (;Iivex'

Phelps of the land comps i
: 8 pany had died two years before
Ludlowville Oliver appeared there. = the

Sweetheart's Myrtle Marks Old Grave

YZ\Io.re than fme hundred years ago a man named Ilomer
Blessing was ill of smallpox, and was put in the woodhouse
attached to my home. Vaccination was not known thén a;lcl
everyone was afraid of the disease; even the village doctor
passed his medicine in through the window on a sho;’el. Bless-
ing died Septgmber 6, 1852, and was buried by two Iris.hmlen
a’; the foot of east hill on the other side of the bridge where
now there is a great patch of Myrtle. The two menbon their
way back bathed in the creek to wash away the germs but one
man died of the disease. Their clothing was burned and buried.
Among my grandfather’s papers (he was the undertaker), I
found a bill for $3 for making Blessing’s coffin, The story,is
that the Myrtle was planted over the grave by his sweetheart.
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Cornell Prize Memorial to Merchant

At Cornell University the Morrison Poetry Frize, an annual

award recently endowed, is a memorial to a Lansing native
and Ludlowville and Ithaca merchant, James Townley Mor-
rison.
A son of James and Mary Townley Morrison, he was born
in Ludlowvilie in 1829 and died in Ithaca in 1912, to which he
first removed in 1848. After clerking in the Finch & Stowell
store for three years, he engaged in business in Ludlowvilie
for six years, then in farming in Lansing. Ile returned to 1th-
aca in 1858 and bought an interest in the Avery & Woodruif
store which two years later beeame Morrison & W oodruff.

In 1869, he purchased the Downing Block on the northeast
corner of State and Tioga Streets, long known thereafter as
the Morrison Block. 1t is the site of today’s Tirst National
Bank and Trust Company. In 1890, Morrison ;old his estab-
lishment to Theodore Dobrin, and retired. _

During his business carecr, he was a newspapar advertiser,
but an unusual one in that the advertisements consisted of
short poems that he wrote. Some were oviginals but others
were adaptations. “My Mother” appeared in The Ithaca Jour-
nal with this editorial comment:

“«The following lines by Mr. J. T. Morrison, the well-known
merchant, are among the best he has written: best in point of
sentiment and melody.” The poem:

MY MOTHER -

I look upon my mother’s likencss on the wall,

And-though I press them back, the sealding tears will fali,
As memory brings some willful act to mind again,

For which I would forgiveness plead—but all in vain,

I listen—to my ear remembrance brings a sigh,
Wrung from those lips—or look of sorrow to the eye,
Born of regret for thoughtless words that gave her pain,
Which gladly I would now recall—but all in vain.
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The \futlure holds no mystery beyond the skies—
A ;;10 10pe beyond.death’s door that I so fondly prize
S T;at th?se eyes in love may look in mine acain '
hose lips pronounce my plea for pardo'n——;ot ;n vain

‘ . —Morrison.
1It““Y1m-I-3'e pa’z:tlcu.lur.ly noticed that the poem is signed sim
poy.t.n orrison. This is the signature used on the rr:’any com-
positions he inserted as paid advertisements in the newspaper-

Clock Counted Hours for 100 Years

L:;ti::» famxlgf gathering in the eorly 1900’s, Dana Rhodes of
ansing read a paper that t i |
L at told of his grandfather y
Rhodes, wlio becam: i i - o e
becanme a pioneer in the town wi i 7
moved here from Nortl e L e
)\ 1wampton County, Pennsylvani
the historical inci ARA N
: cidents he recorded w h
g : as that of a ¢ i
served the family for a century ® clock which
D 15 ] . 4 508 .
. “mnix'g Jf)lumess back to the land of their birth, members
he family rode horseback. O s,
-. cback. On one of these tri
Rhiodes purel ey
e "hased a grandfather’s i
: ¢ clock in KEaston, P
vania, and carried it i ' i L o
n front of him as } i
i, ded it he sat in the saddle.
: .111,'1:1 ejl;“}; hthz.s was the works for such a clock for it is re-
cried that he afterwards m i i
2 < ade with his own hand i
d tha . s an eight-
fo?lf] case in which the mechanism was installed ‘ ¢
vearxe t;lqck faithfully ticked away a hundred continuous
Et o :, : ; only breaks coming about once in five years when
awt‘s aken apart’to be cleaned and oiled. It bade fair to serve
5 ; i .
her century until February 4, 1904, when its career was

ended in a fi . ,
thing in it. re that destroyed the house and nearly every-
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'She's Coming! Look QOutl’
By ALICE A. BRISTOL

Late one fall in the early "70’s the first railroad train along
Cayuga’s east shore from Ithaca to Auburn, passed through
Myers. News of it preceded the event and stirred the people
to a2 white heat of expectancy. On the appointed day school
was closed, and by ten o’clock, though the train was scheduled
for twelve, the entire population of Ludlowville and the sur-
rounding country {locked to the lakeside. There they watched

_through many false cries of “She’s coming ! Look out!”

Barney Moore hid behind a tree from whence his head and
scared eyes made occasional excursions and quick retreats. it
was a cool day and Barney wore a black cap with ear-lappets
and a bright red tippet. When the train really came, the great
black thing hissed and sputtered, ground and shuddered iiself
to a stop. Then Barney’s fear burst through all 1.mits of con-
trol and he forgot to look al what he had come to see heeause
of the jumping-jack gyrations of his arms and legs. The red
tippet streamed right and left as though keeping time with his
strange chuggings from underuneatl, and snorts that jerked
the train into motion and carried it away, did Barney regain
his normal demeanor.

Those seemingly endless, shining tracks running off into
the unseen, even more than the snorting monster, seemed
definitely to link Ludlowville with the great outsida and un-
known world as nothing had before. The population stepped
high and puffed out its breast all the way home that after-

noon.

Church Deed Was Tost' 75 Years

After being “lost” 75 years, a Jeed conveying property to
the Presbyterian Church at Ludlowville, was {cund among old
papers in the county clerk’s office in May of 1901, Dated 1826,
the document had not been claimed after being filed.
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TOWN SENT 144 SOLDIERS
INTO CIVIL WAR ARMIES

. I.Durmg 'the. current observance of the Civil War centennia]
1? 1S appropriate to recount the Town of Lansing’s contribu-’
tion of men to national defense during the strugole It was a
greater part than might be thought, as 144 waxt .into mili-

Ashury Cemetery—~63
1 Revolutionary War
7 War of 1812
41 Civil War
1 Spanish-American War
I World War 1
1 World War 11

North Lansing Cemetery—52
1 Revolutionar '
37 Civir War y War
I XMexican War
2 Marines
7 Vorld War I
3 World War II

German Cemetery—4
L

Lansingville Cemetery—16
1 Revolutionary War
13 Civil war Y
1 World war 1
1 World war II

Lake Ridge Cemetery—g
2 Revolutionary War
2 Civil War
Miller Cemetery—3
3 Civil War

Strong Cemetery—2
1 Revolutionary War
I War of 15812

Ludlowville (new)—I8

3 Civil War

2 Spanish-American

10 World War I

2 World War I

Last Lansing Cemetery—7

4 Revolutionary War

3 Civil War

Total Revolutionary War .... 27
Total Civn ‘I"‘rar CeONEPOISIBIYT w 131
Grand 'I'Ots;i ...t....l..'.. 204

« Civil War
1 Revolutionary War
2inc Grove Cemetery—=35

1 Revolutionary War

1 War of 1812

1 Sparish-American War

1 BMilitia

1 Mexican War
26 Civil War

3 World War I

1 World War II
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tary service during the Rebellion. Of these, 40 were killed in
action or succumbed to wounds or army-connected disease.
Veterans of this war occupy 131 graves in ten of the town’s
cemeteries; of the Revolution, 27, for all wars, 204.

Brigham Young, Boy in Lansing

Brigham Young (1801-1877) as a boy lived with his parents
on the shore of Cayuga Lake, near Lansing Station. Clarence
Jefferson told me about it, saying his grandmother lived near
and knew them. She used to tell him about them.

Brigham went to school at the Drake schoolhouse. When he
was 12 or 13, his mother died and is said to have been buried
in the White Settlement burying ground west of Lansingville.
Orrin Drake, who died Febraury 14, 1963, at the age of 86
after always living in that vicinity, said he rem¢mbered see-
ing the stone that marked the grave in the southeasiern cor-
ner of the cemetry. Now fallen, it quite likely lies beneath a
covering of leaves and soil.

After her death, the father and son moved to the vicinity
of Auburn where the youth became at an early age an expert
carpenter, painter and glazier. The record shows that he con-

structed the fireplace mantel in Judge Elijah Miller’'s home
(now the Seward Ilouse) in 1816 when the house was built,
The fireplace in the Abijalh Miller home (now C. L. Dickin-
son’s in Ludlowville) is the same pattern and workmanship,
so we think he constructed it at about the same time. Also,
the mantel in the Chariotte and Istelle Stone residence in
Trumansburg may well be another example of his handicraft.

An early settler in Sugar IIill, Town of Orange, in Schuyler
County, Young was baptized into the Mormon Church and
began to preach. He went to Kirkland, Ohio, then to Nau-
voo, Illinois. After the Mormons were driven out of these
places, he led them to Utah, of which he was appointed ter-
ritorial governor by President Millard Fillmore. Young encour-.
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aged agriculture, manufacturing and bridge building, and
to?k a co_ntra(.:t to construct 100 miles of the Union ;acific
railroad. At his death in 1877, he was reputed to be worth g

million dollars, had 19 wives and 57 children.

Spiral Staircase Long in Building

Abram Osmun, born in 1809 in Michigan, came to Lansing
and m.zu'%‘ied Anna Shoemaker in 1828. He was a hardy pio-
neer; it is reputed that he could cradle grain all day in bare
feet. Ile prospered and bought three farms near each other on
w‘:}at i1s now Route 34 ncar North Lansing. They had three
children: Betsy born 1831, married John Conklin; Jacob borh

' 1833 and Charles born 1846. Ie built a fine large house on
: eac}} farm for his childven; the one on the east side of the
road erected in 1851, he Lept for himself and Charles.

Abram’s heart’s desive was a spiral staircase to reach from
the first floor to the cupolas in the roof, and it was planned
when the house was built. Ile had ITonduras mahogany for its
cons‘truction but' no carpenter skilled enough could be found to
do the work, so the lumber was stored in a hog shed for more
than half a century.

Ii¢ never saw the staircase, as he died June 20, 1884. 1lis
sun3 Jacob and Charles went to Groten and bought a cedar
cesket and a pine box for $100. They showed Daniel Tichenor
where to dig the grave which was lined with 450 bricks laid
up with water and lime, and a great flagstone was placed

~ou top. All this is told in the diary which Jacob kept for
years.

As for the stairease, in 1900 a man started to build it but
died before much progress was made. At last, in 1923, Wil-
liam Houser, an itinerant carpenter, came from Detroit and
asked to build it. It took him two years of daily labor but the
result is a magnificent display of craftsmanship. Each step
had to be cut separately as they are smaller as they ascend,
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The house is beautiful with its polished butternut, walnut
and oak cut on the farm and laid in designs. Chacles died in
1925, and his wife in 1942. The place is now owned by Mr. and

. Mrs. J. M. Maloney.

Whartons Produced Movies in Town

When the Wharton Company was making moving pictures
at Renwick Park, Ithaca, during the early days of the indus-
try, the actors spent much time in and around Ludlowvilie,
utilizing the picturesque scenery of the falls, ravines and old-
time buildings that characterized the area. '

Pearl White was a cornmon sight in the village, and of such
striking personality that she is yet remembered while other
members of the company are forgotten. In the “Perils of
Pauline,” a serial moviz, she participated in a vaviety of ad-
ventures, including jumping off the brink of the falls, being
rescued from the deep pool below, riding a runaway horse,
and like hair-raising stunts. When she wasn’t busy, she would
be out on the hill, riding on the iong bobs with the town boys.

Once while driving toward Buffalo she was arrested at Tru-
manshurg for-speeding and fined five dollars. When the judge
started to refurn her change from 2 ten-dollar bill she had
handed him, she said, “Keep it. I'm going out of this town as
fast as I came in!”

At one time in the winter, the Whartons sent word for ali
the big boys to appear with their dogs, any size, any kind, on
a Saturday, when they climbed the steep side of Indian Creek
ravine for a picture. The boys never knew what it all was
about but they were pleased with the ten dollars each was
paid.

This scene was part of “The Great White Way,” and when
it was shown at The Strand in Ithaca everybody here went to
see the boys on the screen, but the picture had been taken at
such long range that the youths and the dogs could not he

distinguished.
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Ludlowyville Once Hustling Center

Ludlowville was a bustling village in 1865. It contained 2
churches, 6. stores, 2 blacksmith shops, a drugstore, an Odd

Fellows and a public hall, a planing mill, a gristmill and a
sawmill.

From an Ithaca and Tompkins County directory of 1872,

something is learned of the number and type of business en-
terprises functioning in Ludlowville at the time. This infor-
mation indicates it was the hub of a large farming area before
economic effects of the “panic” following Black Friday of
that year had penetrated the region.

This directory applies only to business places. Names sepa-
rated by commas, indicate individuals; a semicolon separates
firms.

ilalls—Burr’s, Lyceum.

Jacbers—Lyman Myers.

Blacksmiths—George W. Brown & Charles Giliett; Lester
Swwartz & Willard C. Bowers.

Tioots and Shoes—Seymour B. Hayes, Philemon L. Smith.

Wagon Makers—DBarney Miller, William Robbins.

Dentists—Asa W. Smith.

Druggists—Nelson IZ. Lyon, John J. Mitchell.

Iiats and Caps—Seymour B, Ilayes.

Furniture—2Xortimer M. Bristol,

Flour and Feed Mills—Jimes A. Burr & Luther Myers;
Henry Myers, “Cayuga Lake Mills,” Myers Landing.

-General Merchandise—Charles G. Benjamin; Nelson E.
Lyon, successor to James A. Burr; William Mead, “Country
orders promptly attended to.”

Grocers—Abram B. Vanauken,

}ardware, Stoves—Orlando M. Avery & Edmund S. Miller.

Iiarness Makers—John Banta. ‘

Hotels—Seely’s, Warren Seely, proprietor.’

Iren Founders—Daniel H, Thayer.

Milliners—~Mary Bradley.
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Newspz{pers, Newsrooms—Index, issued 15th every month,
J. J. Mitchell, proprietor.

Notary Public—Nelson E. Lyon.

Photographers—J. Fisher. Fadi

Physicians—D. T. Barr, C. P. Farlin. )

Spgke and Handle Makers—Nelson Perrigo; Marshall E. .
Sperry & Michael Dunn.

Tailors—George W. Newton.

Telegraph Office—J. J. Mitchell, manager.

Local DiogenesCarried Lanterm

History repeated itself in Ludlowville: a local Diogenes civ'-
ried a lantern! Ile was Charles Justice, an‘elderly man \\ f‘lo
was brought from New York City by Dr. Newton D: Cliago
man, e was quartered in an upstairs bnckron\"n of tn.e ;mc:
tor’s dwelling, which was reached by an oum:lc st:ur‘..va},.
Later, he moved to the house just beyond the iewer hridge
leading to the Dug Road. ' ‘

IIe used to go to Ithaca on the noon train and return on the
six o’clock. Ile carried a lantern done up in a newspaper e\,:en
if he returned before dark, an act which aroused the curiosity
of the boys about the store. One time he set his lantern down
when he went for his mail, and while he was thus engaged
some of the boys pushed the wrappings aside to find a bottle
of whisky nicely concealed.

Myers Yard Built Canalboats

Before the coming of the railroads along the lake changad
Myers Point, it was a hustling spot. In 1873, several canal
boats had been constructed that.summer, the boatyard was
ready to launch ancther, with one yet in the stocks. During
the spring about 60 feet of the milldam went out in a flood,
and men were at work restoring it so sawing and grinding
operations at the mills could be resumed.
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Revolutloncxry War Graves in Town

tavolinti - {
.1»6;)\ olutionary War soldiers buried in the Town of Lansing
.m.m_ er 27, according to late research. Their names dat ;
eath, age and burial places follow. e

Died Age C g
e 3 emete
21. gelli%u!:)}értxrg?gs_e ;2154 92 3 miles up Crgk Road
3. Thomas 1LCLS 136 96 Brotherton, 424 Lansingville Dg
wmilton 1820 77 White Settlement, 34 mg west of

é. Micajgh St:_xrr 1820 73 é?grsrll?f ﬂé?) R

9. John Counklin 126 73 Lake Ridge | L 3B

?. ’C‘f)i;'a;rl Teeter 1313 86 Lake Ridge

8' r'fff:‘i’.) uy'on, Jr. 1332 88 L:msingvifle

9. ] r:'a.f.‘;{11I>0\s'cr 1810 66 German

o : ‘..; :J.l ;_ ;(I)rtnas Ludlow 1838 72 Ludlowville (C1d)

L 11‘:“:: { )“crman 1313 72 Starner’s, VanOstrand Rd
p' ?:tl.:: I".._f.l 1§~§9 89  East Lansing )
§ Je .::,)‘.rz‘u 034 79 Iast Lansing

i3, 1.'1(_,.:12(.’fownley 1819 76  East Lansing

i1, Charles 'I owiley 1817 59  Last Lansing

15, Abner \'y_‘:u‘d ‘1338 81 North Lansin

18. Zenas Tichenor 1838 76 Ashury g

17. 1 fenry Labar 1347 97 Asbury

38. Peter tﬂoe‘mr 1532 83  Asbury

iJ. Jacodh Smith 1859 90 Ashury

22. Hemry Teeter 1810 97  Ashuwry

1. Ichabiod Ficld 198 75 Asbury

’.'. 2Maj. Peter Conrad 1827 98  Ashury
;?. iwbenezer Brown 1817 96  Asbury
52 Ahrarq Bloom 1839 77 Ashury
3. Ephraim Bloom 1828 100  Ashury
6. John Ozmun 1815 72 'Asbury
7. Abraham Ozmun 1848 8  Asbury

From these statistics it will be seen that the youngest
of these 27 veterans died at 55 years, and the oldest at 100.
TIhe average age at death is just under 80 years.
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Barney Moore Was ‘Different’
By ALICE A. BRISTOL

Barney Moore was the village simple of Ludlowville in an
earlier day. His parentage wasn’t generally known, but after
his burial in Pine Grove Cemetery some one unknown caused
a low, inexpensive headstone to be placed above him and be-
side one for his mother.

Where he slept while living was a mystery, but there was
nothing mysterious where he took his meals. Certain house-
holds, in turn, were sure to be awakened by a bucksaw sing-
ing its way through sticks of firewood—not too many—and
there would Barney be found, earning his breakfast. His din-
ner and supper were provided in the same way. There were
regular homes for each meal, each day of the week, and if
occasionally a meal failed to please him, that house was
banned for some time while he sampled other cooking outside

his list.

Barney regularly attended the Presbyterian Church and sat
quietly, if not to say reverently, throughout the service, his
hands encased in black kid gloves. This halit was one of his
two outstanding peculiaritiecs. The other was his enjoyment
of funerals: he attended everycne he heard of no maiter liow
far away.

At one time he was gone four days from the village, an
occurrence so unusual it finally avoused apprehensions and 2
search was being planned when suddenly our bucksaw begnp
its familiar tune. My father went oul to find Barney thera ~*
his habitual task. His reply to my father’s question was, “I
went to Trumansburg to a funcral I like to go to z funersl
even if it ain’t my own folks.” A forty-mile walk there and

back he had taken.






Alien Characters Took Root in Village

A responsibility that Ludlowville seemed obliged to assume
was that of a whole group of folks—eight of them eventually
—-alien characters who took root in the village. All that any-
one ever knew definitely about them was that there they
were, and there they stayed—John and Maria Benson and
their brood: Erastus, Rhoda, John, Mary, Lottie and Henry.

If, as ITolmes says, “We are omnibuses in which all our an-
ceators ride,” the Bensons carried curious loads with Indians
¢r the front seats. The features of that race were not marked
excepling in the case of one boy who had the unmistakable
small, beady eyes and immobile face of the Red Man. But it
was their silence and patient endurance that distinguished
them. Before it was known they were here, a dugout had been
made in a bank “up the Creek Road” where they established
themselves and became truly “indigenous to the soil,” derelict
halfbreeds no doubt.

One morning and nearly every morning thereafter the Ben-
sons took the trail to Ludlowville, walking single file and
headed by the father, to some open space in the village where
they stood, mute and motionless until about to become rooted
to the spot, Then they moved silently to another place.

It was Maria who started the fashion of calling her hus-
band “Benson,” sometimes “Old Benson.” Maria made it
known that she was copen to engagements for washing and
cleaning, Benson for blackiug stoves, cleaning cellars, chimneys
and stovepipes for twenty-five cents the job. While one
worked, the rest just stood, patiently waiting until all could
go home together. All are now sleeping in the little plot in
Pine Grove Cemetery set aside for them.
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