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Let’s Connect!
Ea rly Commun ica tion  a n d S ign s  for  Ba bie s

Program Overview: 

– Week 1: Connecting with You!

– Week 3 : Connecting through Music

– Week 4: Connecting through Books

Presented by Sarah Bogdanovitch, M.Sc.A,  a pediatric 
speech-language pathologist working in Early Intervention to 
support communication development in children aged Birth–3.  

Ø Today    :   Connecting through Signs

Connecting through Signs
and Building Understanding

Understanding	develops	before	ability	to	express

How	to	teach	signs	to	build	understanding?
Repeating	is	teaching!

Model	consistently	
Combine	sign	with	spoken	word	

Choose	meaningful	signs	for	meaningful	moments	
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But when will my baby use signs?

– When	your	baby	is	ready!	
– Using	signs	and	words	 is	more	complex

– Cognition,	motor	control,	motivation

– You	can	help	your	baby	get	ready	by	building	the	communication	connection
– Respond	 to	sounds	 &	gestures	your	baby	makes	…	not	 just	 the	one	you’re	expecting

– Could	be	a	sign	approximation	if 	motion	too	complex,	 that’s	ok!	

– Take	a	turn	– give	a	turn	by	waiting

– Observe	your	baby’s	 interests	– what	is	motivating?

At home
Try	these	 6	Functional	 Signs	 we	practiced	 in	class:	

1. More
2. All	 done	 **	in	 the	book	 it	 says	 “finished”
3. Milk
4. Eat
5. Potty
6. Help

Or	any	signs	 that	are	meaningful	 for	your	 family	

When	you	practice:	

- Repeat,	repeat,	repeat
- Use	gesture	+	word
- Model	consistently	to	support	

understanding
- Have	fun!




