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organization except the Ithaca Nursery School) all help to
pay the way.

The building now standing solidly at the cormer of
Seneca and Cayuga Streets came into being only after hopes
and dreams without limit — plus innumerable meetings,
thousands of letters, and rummage and bake sales galore.

Professions

Throughout history, a great number of women have
thoroughly enjoyed woman’s “traditional role™ — that is, as
mother, housekeeper and wife — and many, for good reason,
choose that role today. But those women who wanted to
explore other lifestyles without a family, or who simply had
other interests in addition to their families, had to contend
with strong outside disapproval. Such was the dilemma of
women entering the professional world,

All of the following professions were originally **men
only,"” and have since had to adjust accordingly.

Teachers

Teaching was the first profession to open up to women,
this transition occurring in the mid-1800s.! Soon it became
the most acceptable job for a woman — perhaps because it
was the most “maternal’’ of the professions — and kept that
status well into the 1900s. For a long time, teachers were in
especially great demand. County schools were rarely more
than a few miles apart so that youngsters could get there
easily, And each of these many schools needed a teacher,

The story of Cornelia Bascom of Ludlowville reflects
the attitude in the mid-1800s towards the female teacher,
Cornelia took two orphans into her home and gave them
lessons, room, and beard. They, in return, did chores around
the house. Though a “brilliant scholar,”* she soon found
that the students expected more of her than her ability to
teach. Cornelia, you see, lacked all home-making skills,
and alas, her young charges could not do without domestic
delights.

Poor soul, the tragedy of it was she didn’t know
she was not making them happy. They were
there to be taught, and she taught them, to be
fed and she fed them, to be clothed and she
clothed them. What more could she doT Poor
Miss Bascom and poor boys! They endured their
meager life for a few years and then revolted ?

One romantic moonlit night, the boys escaped by climb-
ing down a rope from their window. The same moon allowed
neighbors to observe the daring escape and so they were
caught, but the whole episode brought a quick end to
Comelia’s school and to her tutoring ambitions. Such was
the fate of those dismissing too lightly their female
responsibilities.

Merchants
Many times the “first” woman in any given profession
was boosted along the way by the support and understanding

she got at home. Susan B, Anthony came from a family of
physicians. Lawyer Georgia Hare came from a family of
lawyers. And Mrs. Ayers, the county's first female merchant,
was married to a merchant. The two of them opened a store
on West State Street in 1817, “he engaging in the sale of
general merchandise and Mrs. Ayers specializing in millinery
and ladies wear,™*

At first, as with teaching, the world of merchandising
allowed women in only that most feminine niche — milli-
nery. Later on, other women entered the millinery market,
and then all aspects of merchandising. Today, women have
infiltrated just about every kind of business there is, and have
made it their business to do so.

Miss or Mrs. Drs.

The healing art was among the next of the professions to
open up to women — like teaching, it was one in which
women were considered to have ‘“natural aptitude” (the
nurse, mother, midwife). Women had long been nurses,
but in 2 “non-professional’™ capacity.

There were a few lady doctors scattered throughout this
county in its early history. Samantha §. Nivison was one,
practicing in Dryden in the 1860s. “Mrs. Dr. Albina Hunter”
{note the arrangement of titles) took up office at the corner
of State and Tioga Streets in 1883, She was lavishly praised
in 1887 as one of the most successful physicians in Ithaca,

Mrs. Albina Hunter of this place has demon-
strated that it is possible for a female doctor
of medicine to establish a successful practice
and secure the confidence and %cud will of her
contemporary male practitioners.

Mrs. Dr. Hunter was one of the thirteen women doctors
admitted to the Homeopathic Medical Society of Tompkins
County in 1880, the first of which were allowed in only
“after considerable discussion.”® With 166 men enrolled,
that amounted to one female doctor to every sixteen males

Millinery was one of the first professions open to women.
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Girl Lawyer Makes First Appearance in Court
& e, - —
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\ GLTE ville Lawsuit.

BALDWINSVIT.LYE. Tier. 1%—Wili
Edward Exall lo=e hiz peanut-simpa?
That is the big 'question uponr which

Lawyers Baldwinsviile 15 aroused to-day., The

It took a little longer for the first woman lawyer in blg Seneca River Power Company savs
Tompkins County to appear. That's because the law be will and they enmiploved Artorney
profession has virtually no semblance of “femininity” at all. Fugens White in procexdings Hroughe

before Justice Marvin to get him ouc
It icoked like troubls Zor Exall, bat
ha arosze to the emergencer and now the

It wasn’t until 1913 that Georgia Hare, returning home to
Groton from Syracuse, set up practice with her brother -

thus becoming the county’s first female lawyer. hets are even. e retained Attorney
After praduating from Syracuse University in 1910, Hu.tr_l-‘: c;r gyracuse and Agtoraey Hare
Georgia became the third women to be admitted to the Jf,;;_'f;nf" e
- T . - 4 L) f (e |* Ak L ‘-,
New York State Bar Association (on her birthday, yet). neEoi. ?'-'_.\'r:r:.bwi!: who coubl atiend the
She promptly went oul and worked for three years in a if!ﬂl_t\&aeitgét'e and the werdict is

; bt e ST apwaited with anxiety.
law firm, one mt_zmbcrloi V.v.hld.' Iatf.r de-sl,nlbe-d her as ha\f,ng Who iz Attorney Hsare? Tvell this
a *legal and logical mind,” being “industrious, persevering, j2 Attorney Hare's first case, The law-
v d fearless.” and having equally admirable qualities.” vets inil neme Qs Allss Georgia Hare.
ACRIEEAn 2 : s & q )" 3 q She wis agmitted to the bar anly a
A Syracuse newspaper interview with her read few weeks ago and 23s sluce Desn as-
) y sgeiated with the office of JMosher &

“T believe the professions should be open to both \Wrighe,
men and women, said the prelty young woman I.‘L;iiﬁ-s . e.rl? E!m:msl h'r‘.mu i lrml'tl.a.rc{g
et LU Lt Rk WL s PeanuULl §

to a Post-Siandard reporter yesterday. “"The ies’t belong to the Power Cumipany
matter appeals to me as one of ability and at all The twhwn owns the ploperty,
not of sex.”® she says, and Mr. Exall built there un-
) ! ) Iep consent of the village of Boldwins-
Georgia made it her life’s work, and died in the 1960s. bt th‘ium,‘;i‘; it S golng
: 3 ; LS ! 9 get him out, o Wil have to show
During her lifetime, however, murea51ng'numbEr§ of women s Bl S
donned the title, “Counsellor at Law,” and she was maore ity picked out not in the ordinacy

than likely pI?aSCd to see it happen. mynner; but Ly a woman's intation,



Miinisters

Do not expect [me] to marry. It is my wish to
take a position as pastor of a church & remain
with it for years devoling my time talent &
strength to the upbuilding of the community
in which God in his providence shall place me *

With these words, Juanita Breckenridege introduced
herself as a prospective pasior for the Congregational Church
of Brookton(dale)®* in 1891, Getting to thal point was
hard enough. Her brother wrote while she was in schoaol:

Mother thinks she cannot bare to have you
go away from home to stay any length of
time Anymore so you had better make up your
mind to live at home until you're marned, don’t
you think so?'”

Apparently she did not, and wrote a close girliriend of
her intentions. Her friend replied:

To be quite frank 1 did not enjoy that letter as
much as | usually enjoy vour letters . . . | hope
you will not enter the Christian ministry . . .
God knew what was best for mankind; and it
seems unnatural, unchristian, to sneer at what is
so sacred, or should be (o us all — marriage
and home."

MNevertheless, Juanita survived the ordeal of criticism and
advice, She graduated, came to Brookton, and applied for a
license 1o preach in the Brookton Congregational Church.
“After six months debate,” noted the fthace Journal, ““the
license was granted.”® One year later she was ordained, and
joined the ranks of early female ministers in Tompkins
County.

She married Fred Bates in 1893 when she was {hirty-
three, The newlyweds seitled into a large home on
Aurora Street (where the Prudential Life Building now
stands). He became mavor of Ithaca, and she busied hersell
with a multitude of women’s projects in the community,
Juanita never returned to  the ministry. However,
Ruth Adams, a retired local minister, believes she was always

*Brookton(dale) — long known as *“Brookton,” this small
community nestled along the banks of Six Mile Creek
changed its name to “Brooktondale™ in 1926 due to mail
confusion with “Brockton” and *Brooklyn,” New York,
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i ; & 2
The Reverend Juanita Breckenridge Bates, in her
haome on Aurora Stieet.

a minister at heart. “I don’t think marriage or home life ever
changed her, really,” she says. Juanita Breckenridge Bates
died in Ithaca in 1946, at the age of eighty-six.

There is only one ordained female minister practicing in
this county today, the Reverend Ruth Phillips-Huyck, of the
First Baptist Church in Ithaca.

The Brooktondale Church.
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Diusirating what might bappen to polleswomen on Lhe bathing beaches,

Policewomen

By 1913, Ithacans agreed that there was a need for
“special [police] work with crime prevention among women
and children.”'® Katherine Shaw, a middle-aged Ithacan with
little special training, came forward for the job. But eleven
years later, women from the City Federation of Women’s
Organizations wondered if her age was getfing the best of
her. The announcement of her reappointment in 1924
reportedly was greeted by “‘an eloguent silence™ from Feder-
ation members, they feeling the job was “one for a young,
strong and trained woman.""*

Subsequently, Mrs. Shaw resigned, and the better-
qualified Alice Ellis replaced her in July 1924, At the end of
her first year, she reported 168 cases, the single largest chunk
of which were men who “attempted to make the acquain-
tance” of young women on the city streets,'

Her resignation in 1927 was widely lamented. The
Ithaca Journal-News admitted:

When she came here many citizens were frankly
doubtful that the services of a trained police-
woman were needed. She will leave use having
more than proved the cass.'®

Today, the “special office of policewoman'' has long
gince been eliminated. Those functions are now handled by
policemen. Currently, there are no policewomen “in the
force” — not one. “We're all male chauvinists here,” a local
policeman joked.

Summary

Now, it is a rare profession that totally excludes women.
Most went through the ftraumatic days of their “first
woman” long ago. But prejudice and social stigma are still
alive and well. Because of these, women who might other-
wise chose a career in the professions often remain at home.
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