
 Welcome to the new TCPL.org

We wanted our new site to be fresh, modern, and streamlined, as 
easily navigated from your laptop as it is from your smartphone. You 
will find links for services and room reservations under “Using the 
Library,” links for various audiences under “Just for You,” booklists and 
beyond under “Books, Movies & More,” and all of your research and 
discovery needs under “Research & Learn.” Check out “About Us” to 
learn about the history of Tompkins County Public Library and even 
meet some of the staff who work at our service desks and behind the 
scenes!

One of the most exciting parts of our new site is the calendar, which 
can be filtered by audience and event type. You can also easily register 
for and share events—and we hope you do! Please take a moment 
to see all that’s happening each and every day at TCPL, from baby 
storytimes, STEAM drop-in programs, and teen writing workshops, to 
fiction and non-fiction book clubs for adults, film screenings, and our 
ongoing exhibits!

We are extremely grateful to the Friends of the Tompkins County 
Public Library for their generous funding of this project. We hope you 
enjoy exploring the new TCPL.org!

April 2018

So many new things at TCPL— 
a new Director, new spaces 
like the Teen Center,  a new 
website, and a new newsletter! 

In the spirit of efficiency, we’re 
moving to an electronic version 
of the Library Connection. 

To sign up to receive the  
Library Connection in your  
in-box, send an email to  
sdrbal@tcpl.org with  
“subscribe” in the subject line 
and your first and last name in 
the body.

In addition to getting all the 
latest news on TCPL, you could 
also win a fabulous prize! We’ll 
draw one winner from all new 
subscribers who sign up from 
now until May1st. 

The new Library Connection 
will publish bi-monthly, with an 
abbreviated Programming Page 
filling in every other month.

NEW FACES AND 
SPACES AMID THE 

BOOKCASES



April is National Poetry Month
April is National Poetry Month, and Zee Zahava, 
Poet Laureate of Tompkins County for 2018, has a 
longstanding history with TCPL. She offers workshops 
regularly as a part of TCPL’s programming, and she 
is also an active library patron and a generous and 
enthusiastic supporter. She has even braved the 
weather (and traffic noise) to read aloud during our 
annual 24-hour Readathon in September.

Zahava’s goals as Poet Laureate have centered on her 
advocacy of the written and spoken word. She leads 
workshops all over town, organizes thematic group 
readings, and she does solo readings,too, including one 
coming up at the Spring Writes Festival in May. She 

wants to spread 
the word that 
poetry is not 
elitist; it is for everyone, and it should be shared. In her annual 
National Poetry Month workshop, Poetry for the People, for 
instance, she encourages openness to the everyday poetry all 
around us—phrases from a random email, a magazine article, 
or an overheard conversation. Using such inspiration to create 
something bigger means that poetry is collaborative, democratic, 
and rooted in the moment. 

The welcoming, open doors of TCPL invite this kind of 
collaboration between individual perspective and a public space 
where ideas are cherished and respected. Zahava encourages 
people to take advantage of the upcoming Poem in Your Pocket 
Day as a way to get poetry into your daily life. TCPL librarians 
will be handing out poems written by local individuals on 
Thursday, April 26, at the Library and around town. 

Perhaps this holiday in celebration of poetry will lead you to tune 
into the inspiration to be found in your everyday life. Perhaps 
you can do as Zahava suggests, and write a list poem, starting 
every line with “Happiness is...” and filling them in, quickly, with 
whatever comes to mind, an assemblage of thoughts that bring 
you joy and pleasure. And perhaps you will feel motivated to 
share it, online, at an open mic reading, or even, at next year’s 
Poem in Your Pocket Day—that, to Zahava, is what “Happiness 
is.” 

Pigeon Park
by Zee Zahava

we call it Pigeon Park
wild boys everywhere
and pigeons, too

passing the basketball court
any hour, any day
I look down

this makes me invisible

my friend Lilian says
just because you can’t see them
doesn’t mean they can’t see you

I don’t believe her

black-eyed Susans
grow beside the jungle gym

it’s bad luck to pick them

who cares about bad luck anyway?

I bring handfuls of flowers home
to my mother

but we don’t have any vases
in our house

FROM THE DIRECTOR
This is actually my second article in The Library Connection, but my 
first as Director. Back in April 2005, I shared a story about the impact 
of librarians, my work at the time, and the work I continue to sup-
port.

Not long after I started working at Tompkins County Public Library, 
a young boy plopped himself down in the chair facing our reference 
desk, sighed and told me his mom had told him to talk to me to see if 
I could find him something he would like to read.  “Just so you know,” 
he said, “I don’t like Harry Potter.  My sister tried to get me to read 
that already.”  So the pressure was on.  I gave him Lemony Snicket’s 
Bad Beginning just to try.  He picked a quiet spot in the teen area 
and began.  When I looked up a short while later he was still reading!  
About an hour later he ran to the desk saying, “Where did you get 
this book? It’s great!”  Fortunately, I could offer him nine more books 
in that series.  Now that’s what makes it all worth it!

When TCPL removed fines from picture books in January of this year, 
a patron shared her story of gratitude that her young readers would have access to all the books they 
hungered for without worry that their complicated life might result in fines they couldn’t afford. My 
response was, and is, “this is why fine free matters!!” 

Every service we provide matters and is funded by our community for our community. As we work 
together to remove barriers to library access, you may be surprised to discover or rediscover, reading 
pleasures, technology support, learning opportunities, music, art, community discussions, and the 
place where you belong whatever you hunger to learn.  
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NEW TEEN CENTER
Only a few months old, the TCPL Teen Center has computers, tables, comfy chairs, booths, and 
the ever-popular spinning stools for socializing and studying needs. It is designed for grades 6-12 
or their homeschool equivalent. 

We offer events, workshops, books, and 
space for our community’s teens. Play a 
game, meet your study group, make a craft, 
read a book, or just hang out with your 
friends. Our Teen Services Librarian is  
available to help you find the information 
you need, create personalized reading  
recommendations, or provide tours and 
activities for groups.

Library Director Annette Birdsall

Zee Zahava, Tompkins County Poet Laureate



Martha and David Allee
	 Elizabeth Coyle
Sanjay Aneja
	 Rajindra and Sarla Aneja
Karen Arms
	 Anonymous
Ross Atkinson
	 John Saylor and Susan Compton
Linda Bartnik
	 Ken and Regina Deschere
Rose Bethe
	 Janet Steiner
Ellen Bonn
	 David H. Smith
Phyllis Brodhead
	 Charles and Jan Brodhead
Lisa Bushlow
	 Anne Robbins
Deborah Canstaro
	 Yvette and Lars Burggren
Lorraine B. Chase
	 Stephen Chase
Jeffrey Cohen
	 Joe and Carrie Regenstein
Leonard Cohen
	 Janet Steiner
Tom Colbert
	 Mary M. and Bradley R. Grainger
Lelah Cole
	 Eric and Mary Smith
Concertina Gordy
	 Paula Cotten
Nellie Corson
	 James and Terry Byrnes
	 Virginia Cranch
	 HOLT Architects, P.C.
	 Bill and Carol Klepak
	 Susan Lewis
	 Mark Macera
	 Florence G. Rickard
	 Lewis and Ann Roscoe
	 Ellen G. Simpson
	 Carol Scheele
Countess Bay Thoroughbred Mare
	 David and Lee Donner
Caroline and Gerry Cox
	 Beverly Baker

Joyce Cremerius
	 Jennifer Cremerius
Susan A. Currie, in her honor on the occasion of 	
	 her retirement
	 Rebecca Abraham
	 Karin Ash and Bill Huling
	 Linda Bartnik
	 Annette Birdsall
	 Elissa G. Cogan and Barry Chester
	 Janet and Jonathan Corson-Rikert
	 Caroline and Gerard Cox
	 Henrik N. and Sally Dullea
	 Mary M. and Bradley R. Grainger
	 Nancy Grossman and Donald Swanson
	 David and Sally Grubb
	 Ingrid Jensen
	 Julee M. Johnson
	 Laurie Johnston
	 Carol Kammen
	 Judson and Suzanne Kilgore
	 Enid Littman
	 Luca Maurer and Maureen Kelly
	 Kenneth A. McClane and Rochelle Woods
	 Peter McCracken and Jennifer Germann
	 Janet McCue and Bob Kibbee
	 Dan and Jean McPheeters 
	 Nina Miller
	 Joan Ormondroyd
	 Sue C. Perlgut and Mike Schaff
	 Paula Peter and Mike Ward
	 Michael and Allison Riley
	 Robert G. and Jane V. Engel Foundation
	 Mickie Sanders-Jauquet
	 Pat Shafer
	 Siu-Sing Shantur
	 Pamela Silverstein
	 Susanne Smith Jablonski and Bill Jablonski
	 Janet Steiner
	 Paula and Victor Younger
	 Irene Zahava and Marty Waters	
Susan A. Currie
	 Elizabeth Bixler and Betsy East 
	 Lis Chabot and Nick Whitmer
	 Anne E. Mazer and Fred Schwartz 
	 The Miller Family Fund of the Community 	
	 Foundation
	 Diana Riesman and Fred Cowett
	 Gwen Seaquist and Laurel Southard 
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Dante
	 Christopher Thomas Parzyck
Eric Lawrence Ehrenberg
	 Ronald and Randy Ehrenberg	
Thomas Eisner 
	 Maria Eisner
Stephen Engleman
	 Gwyneth Lymberis 
Ruth Fisher
	 Amy Norr
David Galbreith Flinn
	 Rotary Club of Ithaca
Martin Ginsburg
	 Judson and Suzanne Kilgore
Pato Gonzalez
	 Ruben Gonzalez 
Sally Grubb
	 Susan Currie
	 Martha Hardesty and Mary Ellen McKeon
	 Ken McClane and Rochelle Woods
	 Teresa Vadakin
Carman B. Hill
	 Rotary Club of Ithaca
Margaret Johnstone Hilton
	 The Allen Family and the Fulton Family
	 Charles and Wendy Aquadro
	 Karin Ash and Bill Huling
	 Susan and Robert Caterson
	 Mary Helen and Larry Cathles
	 Marcella and Bill Cox
	 Debbie and Charlie Cramton
	 Ronald L. and Mary J. DeWald
	 Art and Jan Donato
	 Robin and Edward Dubovi
	 Janet Elliott
	 Judy Elliott and Arnie Alpert
	 William Elliott
	 Patrick and Karen Ely
	 David Evelyn
	 John and Karen Farmer
	 Ann Shenk Fulk
	 Mr. Nagesh Gavirneni
	 Vivian and Neal Geller
	 Sharon and Jere Haas
	 Jim and Jenny Hays
	 Louis and Sarah Hempel
	 Betsy and Bob Hillman
	 Brad and Molly Hilton	
	 Richard Hilton and Deborah Pierce, 		
	 Kristin Hilton Massa, Scott, Kathleen, Riley, 	

	 John, and Joseph Hilton
	 Ronald W. Hilton
	 Timothy W. Hilton, Liliana M. Hilton, 
	 Kerry N. Makin-Byrd
	 Joan and Bob Horn
	 Sami and Catherine Husseini
	 Gail and Robert Jarrow and Family
	 Julie and William E. Johnson
	 Bill and Brenda Johnstone
	 Mary Ann Johnstone
	 John and Sandra Johnstone
	 Katherine Johnstone and her children: 		
	 Gerry and Anne Johnstone Dill; 
	 William G. Johnstone and Karen Newman; 	
	 Mary Pepper Johnstone; 
	 Edward Fraser and Tammy Johnstone
	 Connie Kintner
	 Robert and Roberta Kohut
	 Noémi Kraut
	 George and Jo Ann Leonard
	 Lu and David Makin-Byrd
	 Sarah Marcham and Chris Lowe
	 Shawn and Jean McCall
	 Michael and Anne Marie McCall
	 Patricia Marie McCarthy
	 The McDonough Family
	 Tyler C. Merson and Victoria R. Vitarelli
	 Lee and Mary Metzger
	 Margie and Rick Milgrub
	 Mark and Cathy Nelson
	 Dorothy Pasternack
	 Roy and Barbara Pollock
	 Vithala R. Rao
	 Kathleen M. Rasmussen and 
	 Brian F. Chabot
	 Alan and Joann Reimel
	 Cheryl T. Rigas
	 Marjory Rinaldo-Lee and David R. Lee	
	 Gary and Leslie Rindone
	 Martha and Steve Robertson
	 Ben and Amy Rutherford
	 Joan Slatoff
	 The Speiss Family
	 Jack and Patty Strope
	 Robert and Pamela Swieringa
	 Martha and Bruce Turnbull
	 Drucie Conner Weirauch
	 Barb and Kevin White
	 Donna and Tom Yoder

TRIBUTE GIFTS
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Feb. 2nd Gallery Night,  
“Embodying the Familiar”

Following the Wild Bees with  
Dr. Thomas Seeley, Feb. 6th

African Arts Festival opening reception, Feb. 17th
Jessica Custer-Bindel introducing keynote speaker 

Dr. N’Dri Therese Assie-Lumumba

Iraqi Classical Music Concert with  
Max Buckholtz & Imad Al Taha, March 3rd

WHAT’S THE STAFF READING

Children’s Art Fun with  
Stiller Zusman, March 29th

Kathryn (Pat) Hughes
	 Joseph Hartnett-Hughes 
Amy Humber
	 Michelle Benjamin
	 Connie Clark
	 Susan Currie
	 Tammy L. Drake
	 Mary McKeon
	 Michelle Saraceni
	 Teresa Viza
Ithaca City School District Elementary Teachers
	 Christine Olson and Dennis Miller
Bill and Meg Johnson
	 Sherri Koski
Carol Kammen
	 Carl Ginet and Sally McConnell-Ginet
Daniel Kammen
	 Carol Kammen
Michael Kammen
	 Howard and Harriet London	
	 Margaret Perry
	 James and Margaret Webster
Jane Kaplan
	 Julee Johnson
Yetta Kaplan
	 Irene Zahava and Marty Waters
Jud Kilgore
	 Lucia and Georg Jander
Barbara E. Kretzmann
	 Carl Ginet and Sally McConnell-Ginet
Carolyn Leibovich
	 Gail and Sidney Leibovich
Marley Lubin
	 Laura Estephan
Lee Miller
	 Neil and Louise Hertz
	 Barbara Page
Nina Miller
	 Charles Guttman and Shirley Ladd
Monday Night Book Club
	 The Monday Night Book Club
Arthur A. Muka
	 Betty O. Muka
Maxine Nicholls
	 Pamela W. Postle
Cole Edward Nichols
	 Genevieve Bernier Smith
Past Librarians
	 Roy and Frances Dexheimer

Arlo Plumlee
	 Mariah and Sean Plumlee
Sarah Pollack
	 John and Jen Bokaer-Smith
Rochelle E. Proujansky
	 Anonymous
Sara Reynolds
	 Brian Gladu
Lettie Rivard
	 Barbara Adams
Mignon Tuyes Rubio
	 Yvette Rubio
Bruce Ryan
	 Leonard Cohen
Erin Aljoe Schlather
	 Raymond and Kathleen Schlather
John Semmler
	 Pamela Silverstein
Alain Seznec
	 Anthony and Anne Pietrzykowski
	 Joan Savage
	 The Yeatts Family
Errol Silverstein
	 Pamela Silverstein
Suzanne Spitz
	 Carrie Shearer
	 Nicholas Lockey Strout
Sarah Steuteville
	 Laurie Johnston
Elberta Steinel

	 Kristine Altucher
Joan Steiner
	 Janet Steiner
Claude B. Stewart
	 Julian Eagle
Norma J. Talmadge
	 Pamela S. Tolbert
Tom Torrens
	 Diana Drucker
Marilyn Trotter
	 Laura Trotter Naman
Zee Zahava
	 Gwen Glazer

A tribute gift is a lasting way to share your love for the 
Library while providing a meaningful gift for someone 

important to you. Gifts listed here were received 
1/1/2017—4/1/2018



Spring Book Sale Begins May 5th

A SORTER’S PERSPECTIVE ON FAVORITE PRESIDENTS

If you are interested in James Madison or James Monroe, 
come early. They have few biographers. Once we had a 
book donated about Calvin Coolidge. Just one. There are 
always a few about Warren Harding, Herbert Hoover, and 
James Garfield, but only pamphlets about our local  
(Moravia) Millard Fillmore. Jimmy Carter has written a shelf 
full of books. 
	 Books about Abraham Lincoln, Thomas Jefferson 
and Theodore and Frankalin Roosevelt sell quickly. Books 
about John Adams, Harry Truman, and George Washington 
are also popular. And the presidents’ wives? Hillary Clinton 
and Jackie Kennedy are popular, and there are many books 
by and about Eleanor Roosevelt.
	 Surprisingly popular and quick sellers are books 
about Lyndon Johnson. Ronald Reagan also has many fans 
as does Dwight Eisenhower, Ulysses S. Grant, and Barack 
Obama.
	 And Donald Trump? Only a few used books so far, 
near the floor, next to Harry Truman.	
					     –Jeanette Knapp

Featured Category: U.S. PresidentsCategory Highlights

Doors open on Saturday, May 5 at 8 AM at the Regina C. Lennox Book Sale Building at 509 Esty St. for 
the Spring Book Sale given by the Friends. In three, three-day weekends, and of course on Student and 
Senior Day on Wednesday, May 16, and Bag Day on Tuesday, May 22, you can find a warehouse full of 
unusual and popular books at low prices. Prices get lower every day!

Foreign Language: 

We have 150 paperbacks in French in the 
“Fleuve Noir” editions of spy novels from the 
late 1950s and early 1960s. The covers alone 
are awesome. 

Graphic Novels, Comics & RPG: 

Shelves are full:  all the major comics  
houses—Marvel, DC/Vertigo and all the Indies; 
an unusual number of western comics; many 
RPG cards; and 
several larger art 
books featuring  
Jack Kirby, and 
others. 

Friends of the Library
Catcher in the Rye 

How to Identify a True First Edition

Collector’s Corner received a copy of “Catcher in the Rye,” 
a plain black book with only the flaps of the dust jacket 
lightly pasted in. The title page stated “First edition” as did 
the copyright page, but this does not always mean that it is 
a true first edition. 

The book was published in 1951 and the first book club 
edition was issued almost at the same time with the  
famous photo of J.D. Salinger on the back of the dust 
 jacket. In 1951 it was considered prestigious to be 
selected for the Book-of-the-Month Club, and a copy with 
the full dust jacket is quite valuable. Almost always, a book 
club edition will have a tiny square indentation on the back 
board lower right hand corner. Our copy did not have this 
but still we could not be sure.  

We decided to consult 
with Joe Wetmore at his 
store, Autumn Leaves, 
in order to be absolutely 
sure that  we had a true 
first edition. On the front  
flap was printed $3.00, 
the original price; but  
sometimes book clubs 
will include the price.  
Joe pointed out that on 
the first edition,  
the “$” of the “$3.00” 
was printed over the 

shoulder of the “R” in the title just below. On the book club 
edition, it was printed over the tail of the “R.”  Ours was 
over the shoulder!

Online, we found  that we had an almost  exact copy of 
one listed for $1000. It has a coffee mug stain on the  
cover and the flaps pasted in. Several other listings of  
similar condition were as high as $2500. 
So now we know that it is a true first edition and quite 
valuable.				    — Winnie Kostroun

Special Items in Collector’s Corner
We found this little gem tucked between the  
pages of an otherwise nondescript nineteenth-century 
book: a bright, sky-blue cyanotype. The picture shows a 
family dressed in flags and Revolutionary War costumes, 

celebrating the nation’s centennial in 1876. Cyanotype  
paper was just becoming commercially available in the 
1870s, making this specimen a particularly early example. 

If you’ve ever found yourself 
wishing Downton Abbey had 
been written using classic  
sci-fi tropes, this is the book 
for you: the first American 
edition of The Inheritors by 
Joseph Conrad and Ford M. 
Hueffer (Ford Madox Ford). 
Sharp social commentary, 
rough outlines of themes 
Conrad would later explore 
more fully in his novel Heart 

of Darkness, and a beautiful woman who claims to be from 
the Fourth Dimension.

–Janice Safran

A new fundraiser for 2018 brings a new quilt, done, of course, in a 
colorful collection of printed books! This photo shows the middle 
with some of the rows. Some say they represent most of the  
categories at the sale. This is the third quilt book sale volunteers 
have made.

Enter the drawing  as many times as you wish - at the spring sale, 
and at the fall sale. One ticket is $1.00, or buy six for $5. We will 
draw the winning ticket at the end of the fall 2018 sale. 

2018 Quilt Raffle Tickets for Sale
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 Name

 Address

 City/State/ZIP

 Email

 Home Phone							       Cell phone

	 I want to become a Sustaining Supporter by making a monthly gift of:
	 $25	 $15	 $5

 I want to support my public library by making a gift of:
	 $1,000	 $500	 $250	 $100	 Other $_______

      Check (payable to TCPL Foundation)	 or	  Credit Card
						      Visa/Mastercard/AmEx/Discover
 Acct#:
 Exp. Date:
 Signature:

					      I would like my gift to be anonymous.   

Inspired to make a gift?
3 easy ways to give:

BY CHECK to:

TCPL Foundation
PO Box 6727

Ithaca, NY 14851

Use form below

IN PERSON
at the library!

ONLINE
Click here!


