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Dedication  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When we first started working on A Senior Summer 

Germaine Colvin was our leader and guide and 

provided the inspiration for this show.   

 

In recent weeks as she became increasingly ill we  

necessarily had to take over more of the work 

involved in curating the show.  We have 

continually kept her ideas and concept of the show 

in mind.   

 

We now dedicate this show to Germaine Colvin 

who dedicated her life to art, education and 

humanity, to all local seniors and to all fledgling 

artists in our Tompkins Community.  

 

                             Mary Schuler and Suzanne Kilgore 

Germaine Colvin  



3 

 

A SENIOR SUMMER  

 

The mission of art is not to copy nature but to 
express it. 

 
Honore de Balzac, 1832 

 
 

"ÜÙÈÛÖÙÚɀɯ2ÛÈÛÌÔÌÕÛ 
 

 

Our local senior artists are connected and interact 

in many, often profound ways.   This display 

demonstrates some of the explorations and 

perceptions of shared memories and future 

dreams. 

It is our pleasure as curators to present to you 

images and abstractions as perceived by each artist  

who accepted out invitation to participate in 

paintings, photographic elements, or bronze, 

ceramic, wood, or metal sculptures.  Some works 

reverberate in vibrant colors, others transmit their 

substance in more muted tones.  Composition, 

ÊÖÓÖÙȮɯÓÐÕÌȮɯÈÕËɯÍÖÙÔɯÊÜÓÔÐÕÈÛÌɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÈÙÛÐÚÛɀÚɯ

creation.  The different media represented in this 

show convey emotion, energy and mood, as 

expressed solely by each artist.  The 

understanding, harmony, innovation and maturity 

that these artists have gained is reflected in their 

work and constitutes their legacy.  
 

 

Mary Schuler and Suzanne Kilgore 
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Germaine Colvin  
 

Ithaca, NY 14850 

 

 

 

From the dejected eighth grader standing at the big 

drafting board on the first day of mandated 

art class I have had a personally enriching 

journey.  It was Mrs. Andrews that day who 

replied to my comment, "Germaine, art is not being 

able to draw with a straight line." From there I 

painted -what an amazing revelation -until I went 

off to college. I retired from a career in teaching, 

and have recently begun painting again.  I have 

studied pastels with Terry Ludwig, Carol Ast, 

Kathryn Bevier,  Brody Burroughs; oil painting with 

Albert Handell, Virginia Cobey; watercolors with 

Robert O'Brien, and owe much to the 

encouragement and teaching I got from Mary Jo 

Larsen.  I love the colors, shapes and values of the 

Southwest, the variety in the landscapes of the East 

coast, as well as depicting still life subjects and 

trying to capture, not necessarily the likeness, but 

the character and essence of living beings.  Since 

the 180º turn those decades ago much appreciation 

has been gleaned from travels to art museums and 

galleries around the world.   And it doesn't matter if 

others don't see what I see; it's my creation. 
 

Abiding Love ɭPedernalɭGhost Ranch 

 

Sue Kilgore  
223 Cliff Street 

Ithaca, NY 14850 

607 272-3390 

kilgoresue@yahoo.com 
 

Sue Kilgore has never 

had formal training in art, but, from her earliest 

years, she enjoyed sketching and drawing.  As a 

freshman in high school art class, she won first 

prize in a city -wide contest (Cincinnati, Ohio,) for a 

March of Dimes poster.  Many of her designs were 

used for costumes in a school play.  To satisfy her 

creative instincts during a nursing career and 

raising a family, she took art classes in a variety of 

media and regularly visited art museums. Since 

retirement Sue finds pleasure and challenge using 

water colors in the Tuesday painting class at 

Lifelong (formerly Senior Center.)  
 

Mykonos ɭOld Guide  
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Mary Schuler  
Ɩɯ"È×ÛÈÐÕɀÚɯ6ÈÓÒȮ 

Ithaca, NY 14850 

607 272-2009 

mcs@lightlink.com 

www.maryschuler.com  

 

 

 

I am captivated by the pastoral beauty of the 

Fingerlakes region, particularly the skies, 

waterfalls and grand vistas that we enjoy in 

summer.  It is a challenge to find the right green to 

paint a hillside when everything appears emerald 

in the sunlight, or very monochromatic on a cloudy 

day when the mood changes so rapidly with the 

light.   It is always interesting to see how the Lake 

reflects the sky or to paint boats sailing in the wind, 

or water cascading down the falls.  Trying to 

capture my observations on canvas whether 

painting en plein air using a palette knife, or in my 

studio -- putting bold strokes and vivid color on a 

canvas is my happiest time. 

 

Falls at Upper Treman ɭBlue Gorge  

 

 

Joan Swenson 
2600 N. Triphammer Rd 

Ithaca, NY 14850 

607 257-6147 

 

 

 

 

Growing up in Buffalo I spent a lot of time looking 

at wonderful art in the Albright Art Gallery.   

 

Over the years, beginning in college, I took a few 

art classes.  After retirement I took adult education 

classes.  One of them was a sculpture class.  When 

the class ended, using clay became complicated 

and I began to experiment with flat pieces of wood.  

I enjoy doing faces and showing the mood or 

character of the individual on the back.  

 

 

SweetieɭAretha Queen of Soul ɭGemini   

 

mailto:mcs@lightlink.com
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Betty Jeanne Boggs 
5845 Route 227 

Trumansburg, NY 14886 

607-387-9759 

frogson@zoom-dsl.com 

 

 

When I begin a stone I have an idea of what I wish 

to accomplish and I choose a stone for size and 

color that will be suitable for that project.  As I 

progress, it is exciting to see as it constantly 

changes, from the rough shape to the final stages of 

polishing.  Colors come out in surprising ways ɬ 

some subtle and some deeper than expected.  I go 

where no hand has gone before and I see 

something no human being has ever seen. 

 

Bubbles II  

 

 

Elisabeth Gross -Marks  
310 Sunnyview Lane 

Ithaca, NY 14850 

607 277-2419 

 

 

 

 

 

egmcolors@clarityconnect.com 

www.brilliantcolorsegm.com  

 

At the moment I am painting, doing collages and 

sculptures.  I like to experiment, creating new 

ÛÏÐÕÎÚɯÞÐÛÏɯÔÈÛÌÙÐÈÓÚɯÛÏÈÛɯËÐËÕɀÛɯÖÙÐÎÐÕÈÓÓàɯÉÌÓÖÕÎɯ

together, and transforming ordinary material into 

something playful and magical.  

 

Whatever I am working on, the bright colors attract 

me.  I have an inner picture like a kaleidoscope of 

bright colors that I am chasing after, seeking order 

for the abundance of possibilities,  allowing myself 

to create exuberance and excitement. 

 

An artist is an explorer, discovering new 

possibilities.  It is a never ending process. 

 

Arrangement ɭFixed GeometryɭBoxesɭRobot 

 

mailto:frogson@zoom-dsl.com
mailto:egmcolors@claritiyconnect.com
mailto:info@brilliantcolorsegm.com
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Liese Bronfenbrenner  
393 Savage Farm Drive 

Ithaca, NY 14850 

607-257-2570 

Ldamp1@aol.com 

 

 

I work in a variety of media, 

mostly in textiles but also in acrylic painting and 

three dimensional fabric and wood structures.  This 

year I am trying to incorporate into my work some 

of the many remaining fabric pieces from fabric 

dying, printing, and printing projects.  This is both 

ÈɯɁÎÙÌÌÕɂɯÜÚÌɯÖÍɯÔÈÛÌÙÐÈÓɯÈÚɯÞÌÓÓɯÈÚɯÈɯËÌÚÐÎÕɯ

challenge. 

 

I have been involved in creating arts and crafts 

most of my life, and exhibiting and selling my 

work for about forty years.  In the seventies, while I 

was teaching painting for BOCES at the Senior 

Citizens Center, we put on an exhibit entitled 

Ɂ2ÌÊÖÕËɯ"ÌÕÛÜÙàɯ ÙÛɂɯÖ×ÌÕɯÛÖɯ(ÛÏÈÊÈɯÈÙÌÈɯÈÙÛÐÚÛÚɯ

over 50 years old, artists considered seniors at that 

time! 

 

Scraps   
 
 

 

,ÈÙàɯ.ɀ!ÙÐÌÕ 
16 Pease Road Street #204   

Trumansburg, NY 14886 

607-387-3578 

 

After leaving the white Sands of Pensacola Beach 

FL for Trumansburg NY, I needed something to do 

to fill the time on my hands.   My daughter 

recommended I join the Senior Center in Ithaca 

(now Lifelong).  I always had a desire to learn the 

art of painting.   The wonderful guidance I received 

from art teacher Mary Jo Larsen gave me the 

incentive to continue week after week until I felt 

confident enough to enter art shows.    My latest 

desire is to become adept at the Oriental Art form 

as done by local art teacher Jim Hardesty. 

 

To paint is to love again.  And to love is to live life to the 

fullest.                                                         Henry Miller  

 

Autumn Harvest - Eggplant and Garlic   
Three Pears 

mailto:Ldamp1@aol.com
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Nari Mistry  
1159 Ellis Hollow Rd 

Ithaca, NY 14850 

607 272-7496 

nbm2@cornell.edu 

www.artbynari.com  

 

A keen sense of observation has always inspired 

me to express my feelings and reactions to my 

surroundings through painting.  

 

My work is mainly landscapes in watercolors, 

acrylics, oils and a few pastels.  My paintings 

reflect my fascination with the theme of water in 

the natural landscape and I continue to paint a 

series of watercolors of the scenic beauty of Ithaca 

and surroundings.  I try to use expressive bold 

colors to represent the subjects that inspire me.  

Even a scene of winter ice and snow can contain a 

touch of warm color in a few spots!  Some of my 

paintings are representational, most are expressive, 

some are more abstract, some are pure fantasy.  

Although my work in watercolors and oils has 

been mainly representational in an expressionist 

style, I am turning to more abstract work in 

acrylics, experimenting in brilliant translucent 

color fields using pure pigments.  

 

Cayuga Lake II ɭBrooktondale Falls  
 
 

 

Carol L. Miller  
106 Olde Towne Road 

Ithaca, NY 14850 

607 256-9693 

caramill@twcny.rr.com 

 

 

In my recent landscape paintings, an inspirational 

local scene is my starting point for an exploration 

of color, shape and line, in addition to my 

relationship with the subject. The painting takes 

me on a voyage of discovery as the dialogue 

between myself and the canvas evolves.  While 

painting, I enjoy the feel of the brush, the flow of 

the paint and the fun of solving the creative 

challenge each painting presents. 

 

Arboretum ɭCayuga Inlet ɭ 

Late Afternoon Stewart Park   

 

 

 

mailto:nbm2@cornell.edu
http://www.artbynari.com/
mailto:caramill@twcny.rr.com
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Michael F.  Miller  

106 Olde Towne Rd. 

Ithaca, NY 14850 

607-256-9693 

mikemill@twcny.rr.com  

  

 

Although I have been doing digital photography 

for about 12 years, I have recently become 

interested in learning to create digital art, i.e. the 

creation of art with computer software.  
 

These images are not giclee prints made from 

actual paintings. Instead, the images shown in this 

exhibit were all derived from digital photographs 

which were then transformed in an iMac computer 

to produce painterly portraits. I use a stylus and 

tablet for greater control than I can achieve with a  

mouse to apply the digital brush strokes and use a 

combination of various digital media which 

emulate a number of actual studio art media. 
 

I feel that the loose impressions and personal 

expression I can attain using computer-based 

digital painting gives me the freedom to interpret 

the original photographic images in ways which I 

find more meaningful and poetic than with straight 

digital photography or Photoshop -manipulated 

digital photography. The original photograph 

ÙÌÍÌÙÌÕÊÌÚɯÍÖÙɯɁ3ÖÜÓÖÜÚÌɂɯÞÌÙÌɯÔÈËÌɯÞÐÛÏɯÈɯÊÌÓÓɯ

×ÏÖÕÌȭɯɁ ÛɯÛÏÌɯ/ÓÈàÎÙÖÜÕËɂɯÞÈÚɯËÌÙÐÝÌËɯÍÙÖÔɯÈɯ

photograph made with a digital point -and-shoot 

camera. 
 

ToulouseɭAt the Playground  

 

 

  

Virginia Cobey  
165 West Haven Rd 

Ithaca, NY 1485 

 
 

 

 

I begin my painting with a color idea or a visual 

problem in mind.  The work evolves in the process 

of painting and I am never sure initially what the 

outcome will eventually be.  

 
Blue BookɭFallen Bird   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:mikemill@twcny.rr.com
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Ann Dyckman  
135 Eastlake Rd 

Ithaca, NY 14850 

607 277-0093 

Apd2@cornell.edu 

 

 

With early training in art and formal training as a 

classical pianist, Ann taught music for many years, 

both privately and at a community college.    After 

receiving her masters degree from Cornell, she 

became the director of the Ithaca Community 

School of Music and Arts and then worked at 

Cornell University.    She retired from Cornell in 

2003 and returned to her earlier pursuit of 

watercolors, taking classes both in Naples, FL and 

in Ithaca, NY.   ÕÕɀÚɯÍÈÚÊÐÕÈÛÐÖÕɯÞÐÛÏɯÞÈÛÌÙɯÐÚɯ

apparent in many of her paintings.   She discovered 

the ocean as a teenager and returned as often as 

possible to inhale the salt air, sounds, colors, and 

see the birds and other wildlife.     Cayuga Lake and 

local parks also spark her artistic imagination and 

form the subjects of a series of Ithaca landscape 

paintings.  

 

Ocean MemoriesɭThe Trail at Buttermilk Falls   
 

 
 

Ethel Vrana  
1296 Ellis Hollow Road 

Ithaca, NY 14850 

607 273-9252 

ev12@cornell.edu 

www.ethel -vrana.com 

 

During the past few years my focus has changed 

from landscape painting to abstract works using 

experimental techniques such as acrylic collage and 

digital art.  I enjoy the aesthetic challenges and 

freedom to explore that these new methods offer.  

They have led me to create some works that are 

entirely non -objective, while other canvases 

include symbolic representations and photographic 

imagery.  I especially like trying to use a variety of 

materials I have never used before.  These new 

ways of constructing a painting will continue to 

occupy me for some time because of the 

possibilities for expressing ideas about nature in 

new ways. 

 

Dragonflies ɭPhotosynthesisɭPatterns 

mailto:Apd2@cornell.edu
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David O. Watkins, Jr.  
201 Hillview Place 

Ithaca, New York  

14850-5621 

607-272-2147 

dow1@cornell.edu 

www.soag.org/  

 

Fine Art Nature and Landscape Photography  

 

My photographic work, primarily digital, is 

strongly influenced by my early training as a 

graphic designer. My subjects are botanicals and 

landscapes, natural and human made. Many of the 

photographs are taken in my own extensive 

perennial gardens and in the Ithaca, New York 

area.  I find inspiration in the textures and patterns 

created in nature by color, light, weather, age and 

natural predators.   

 

Most of my images are straightforward. Some are 

manipulated or enhanced only to emphasize the 

subject or to improve a less than perfect exposure. 

More recently, I have been experimenting with 

extensive manipulation in Photoshop to achieve a 

final more artistic vision. In many cases an image 

presents the opportunity to answer the question: 

Ɂ6ÏÈÛɯÔÖÙÌɯÊÈÕɯÐÛɯÉÌÊÖÔÌȳɂɯ(ÔÈÎÌÚɯÊÈ×ÛÜÙÌËɯ

digitally and transferred to a computer offer the 

photographer/artist a myriad of new and creative 

possibilities.  

 

Oriental Lily #6 ɭPink Peony Bottom ɭ 

Tulips and Dicentra   

 

 
 

Annette Corth  
115 Bella Vista Drive 

Ithaca, NY 14850 

607 375-6613 

rcorth@twcny.rr.com 

 
In 1980 I started painting with watercolors and 

gradually expanded into pastel, ink, collage and 

mixed media.  I favor abstraction and seek to 

express myself with line, color and movement as 

well as unusual shapes, perspectives, and 

juxtapositions.  

 

 

Garden RocksɭPears and Flowers  

mailto:dow1@cornell.edu
mailto:rcorth@twcny.rr.com
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Lenore Bandler  
1403 Elmira Rd 

Newfield, NY 14867-9263 

607 654-3379 

Dkb2@cornell.edu 

 

 

 

The inspiration for my watercolors comes from the 

beautiful designs, shapes and colors in nature.  

When I see an exciting combination, I try to capture 

and preserve that.  Color makes me happy.  I hope 

it will make my viewers happy and their walls 

cheerful places.  Mother nature is a never-ending 

source of surprise and delight. 

 

I owe gratitude to many teachers over the years ɬ 

most often Mary Jo Larsen (Ithaca Life Long), Lee 

Ackert (Ft. Myers Beach Art Association), Camille 

Doucette, Ithaca, and famous artists Carolyn 

Buchanon, Mel Stain, Don Andrews, Peter Spataro 

and Frank Webb.  They give, inspire, support and 

nurture artists.  

 

If you have always wanted to try your hand, DO IT 

NOW!  Art is a great joy.  

 

Millard Hill Tapestry ɭNever a Dull Moment    
 

 

Meyer Stolov  
165 Triphammer Terrace 

Ithaca, NY 14850 

607 257-3438 

mstolov@twcny.rr.com 

 

 

After a career in music as a violinist for most of my 

life I began painting at the age of 72.  I attended a 

class at the Senior Center in Ithaca under the 

guidance of Mary Jo Larsen (now deceased).  She 

was very encouraging and inspirational and I 

remain to this day totally involved with this art 

form.  I am also very grateful for the constant 

encouragement I receive from Thomas Buechner, a 

renowned nationally known artist who invited me 

to paint with him and his colleagues every 

Saturday at his studio in Corning, NY.  

 

Self Portrait ɭViolin and Flute ɭ 

Playing in the Pond   

mailto:mstolov@twcny.rr.com
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Susan Trainer Stolov  
165 Triphammer Terrace 

Ithaca, NY 14850 

607 257-3438 

mstolov@twcny.rr.com 

 

 

 

I began painting upon my retirement in 2004 to 

accompany my husband to the watercolor class at 

Lifelong every Tuesday morning.  Having no 

experience in art since grade school, it was starting 

again from Square One.  With the help of the late 

Mary Jo Larsen, other students in the class and my 

45 years as a professional classical musician, I have 

managed some progress in the difficult medium of 

watercolor.  Thank you to all those Tuesday 

morning art students and Susan Zehnder for their 

encouragement. 

 

En PointeɭSir Simon Rattle ɭPicking Flowers   
 

 

Margaret C. Nelson, Ph.D.  
Rumford Graphics Scientific Illustration  

124 1/2 Judd Falls Road 

Ithaca, NY 14850 

607-257-7144 

rumfygraf@twcny.rr.com  

www.margynelson.com  

 

 

2ÖÔÌɯÖÍɯ,ÈÙÎàɯ-ÌÓÚÖÕɀÚɯÈÙÛɯÙÌÍÓÌÊÛÚɯÛÏÌɯÚÜÉÑÌÊÛɯ

ÔÈÛÛÌÙɯÈÕËɯ×ÙÌÊÐÚÐÖÕɯÚÏÌɯÉÙÐÕÎÚɯÛÖɯÏÌÙɯɁËÈàɯÑÖÉɂɯÈÚɯ

a biological illustrator.  The rest is her escape from 

precision into free association, in watercolor and 

ɁËÐÎÐÛÈÓɯ×ÈÐÕÛɂȮɯÌß×ÓÖÙÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÈÔÉÐÎÜÐÛÐÌÚɯÖÍɯÍÐÎÜÙÌɯ

and ground, foreground and background, flatness 

and depth.   

Here is what she has to say: 

 

Though normally an articulate person, I find 

myself to be inarticulate about my art.  The 

meditative process of creation does not translate 

easily into words... Art, after all, is a visual, not a 

verbal, medium.  So take a look at my images and 

decide for yourself what I am about.  Whatever 

that may be, its exploration gives me great 

pleasure.  I hope it will give you some pleasure too. 
 

Tanboɭ 

Order and Chaos Meet... and Become Friends 

 

 

mailto:mstolov@twcny.rr.com
mailto:rumfygraf@twcny.rr.com
http://www.margynelson.com
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Renee Freed 
108 Homestead Circle 

Ithaca, NY 14850 

607 273-5325 

reneefreed@msn.com 

 

While Renee Freed was 

teaching American History and Government at 

Ithaca High School, she spent much of her leasure 

time traveling and sktching.  On one sabbatical in 

Paris, she studied painting at the American School, 

and drawing with a Czech émigré artist called 

Haspa.  After she retired in 1995, she has pursued 

her interests by studying art at the Community 

School of Art, Lifelong, the Finger Lakes Art 

Workshop, Cornell Adult University and Cornell 

University.  She enjoys experimenting in many 

media.  Her paintings reflect a natural affinity for 

color, and a spontaneous, expressionistic 

temperament.  This year, she has been working on 

putting people into her oil landscapes.  When she is 

not painting, she is often talking about paintings at 

"ÖÙÕÌÓÓɀÚɯ)ÖÏÕÚÖÕɯ ÙÛɯ,ÜÚÌÜÔɯÞÏÌÙÌɯÚÏÌɯÐÚɯÈɯ

docent. 

 

Jardin de Luxembourg: Children at the Boat Pond   

Jardin de Luxembourg : Children at the 

Playground  

 

 

 

 

Marion Norberg  
889 Highland Road 

Ithaca, NY 14850 

607 257-7111 

 

 

 

 

Since childhood painting has been my response to 

living ɬ my way of meeting people, places and 

objects that interest me.  My art has helped me to 

live more completely.  

 

 

 

.ÙÕÐÛÏÖÓÖÎàɯ+ÈÉȯɯɯ*Ð×ɀÚɯ!ÈÙÕɭ 

%ÈÙɯ ÉÖÝÌɯ"ÈàÜÎÈɀÚɯ6ÈÛÌÙÚɭ 

Windblown ɬ Coast of Maine  
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Robin Spry -Campbell  
2530 Lodi-Interlaken Road 

Lodi, NY 14860 

607 582.6520 

 

 

Robin Spry-Campbell has been an artist all her life.  

Born in 1922 in Schenectady, New York, she 

graduated from Skidmore College in 1943, Served 

ÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ6ÖÔÌÕɀÚɯ ÙÔàɯ"ÖÙ×ÚɯƕƝƘƗɯÈÕËɯƕƝƘƚȮɯ

received her MA in Art History from the 

University of Rochester (GI Bill) in 1948, and an 

MFA in Sculpture from Cranbrook Academy of Art 

in 1951.  She taught metal work, sculpture and 

pottery at Putney School in Putney Vermont from 

1951 to 1985 and moved to Ithaca in 1985.  She has 

continued her sculpting since moving here.  

 

Jonah and the WhaleɭAngel from Hell  

Earth Goddess 

 

 

 

Dora Donovan  
5310 Iradell Rd 

Ithaca, NY 14850 

607 387-9355 

dora50@lightlink.com 

 

 

 

 

Using the forces of nature as a constant inspiration, 

I continue to search for an image that will describe 

their manifestations, interactions, and mystery.  

 

Communication is important to me and I seek a 

non- representational depiction that will elicit a 

mood, essence, or situation in which viewers may 

recognize echoes from their lives - perhaps 

encourage them to ponder. . . 

 

I think there is power in the painted gesture to 

evoke genuine emotin and so by using color, line 

ÈÕËɯÍÖÙÔɯ(ɯÛÙàɯÛÖɯɁÚÈàɯÚÖÔÌÛÏÐÕÎȭɂ 

 

 

 

Golden Juneɭin the AspensɭFlight  

 

 

mailto:Dora50@lightlink.com
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Carol Abitabilo Ast  
161 Westview Lane 

Ithaca, NY 14850 

agelfire101@usadatanet.net 

www.carolast.com  

 
 

Carol Abitabilo Ast has been "painting" landscapes 

with pastels for about 15 years.  She finds the 

infinite, magnificent  variations in skies, water and 

land endlessly fascinating and challenging.   

 

She believes beauty in its many forms is essential to 

the human spirit, and to capture it in a landscape is 

to preserve for posterity a sight (and site) that is 

certain to change with time and human impact.  

 

 

3ÏÌɯ"È×ÛɀÕɯ+ÌÌɯÈÛɯ ÕÊÏÖÙɭJudd Falls in October  
 

 
 

Gwenyth Warner  
621 McGraw House 

Ithaca, NY 14850 

607 273-5767 
 

 
 

Gwenyth Warner is a retired Ithaca Kindergarten 

teacher.  She has always enjoyed being creative, but 

only began doing watercolors about nine years ago 

when she joined the painting class at Lifelong.   

 

Since then she has exhibited at the Community 

School of Music and Art, the Wessex-Bristol 

Gallery, Moosewood Restaurant, the Upstairs 

Gallery, the Gerontology Dept. at Ithaca College, 

Longview, and the Unitarian Church parlor.  She 

has also contributed many paintings to grace the 

ÞÈÓÓÚɯÖÍɯ,Ê&ÙÈÞɯ'ÖÜÚÌȮɯ%ÈÔÐÓàɯÈÕËɯ"ÏÐÓËÙÌÕɀÚɯ

Center and Hospicare.  Currently four of her 

paintings are on permanent display at the main 

office at Lifelong.  

 

"ÓÈÔËÐÎÎÌÙÚɀɯ!ÖÈÛÚɭEvergreens 
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Carol Bagger Skinner  
241 Searsburg Rd 

Trumansburg, NY 14886 

607 386-3535 

carolskinner@yahoo.com 

 

 

I drew from a very early age.   As an undergraduate 

at Cornell   I concentrated on the practice of 

painting and sculpture, art history, and eighteenth 

century European literature,   After graduating   I 

spent two subsequent years studying architecture.   

 

The next eight years were spent living primarily in 

Thailand and Indonesia.   Since 1973 I have 

also  spent extensive amounts of time in Japan 

and  Italy.   These experiences have been invaluable 

to me as a painter.   I choose  my subject matter 

from things that interest me -- animals,  the feeling 

tone of places  --  and  am particularly interested in 

composition,   the effect of light,  layering,   and the 

effects of colors on one another. 

 

I have studied  painting here in the Ithaca area 

with Gillian Pederson -Krag, Roberto Bertoia, Kay 

Wallkingstick, and Stan Taft, among others.  

 

Mother and Twins  

 

Mary Ann Bowman  
203 Pine Tree Road,  

Ithaca, NY 14850 
607 272-2613 

 

maryannb@lightlink.com  

www.maryannbowman.com  

 
After more than twenty years of making pottery I 

decided one Fourth of  July to see what else I might 

do.  I had in hand some instructions for  creating an 

invisible team to help me sort through pages of    

possibilities to find a starting point.   In due time it 

became obvious  that I have to be in a good, 

receptive mood to catch the little hints    

and impulses that lead to each new starting 

point.   I have noticed  that these creations seem to 

know that life is supposed to be fun and    

they love to make people smile. 

 

Library Frog ɭ LoosealɭTransport 1  

 

 

 

mailto:carolskinner@yahoo.com
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Stan Bowman 
203 Pine Tree Rd.,  

Ithaca, NY 14850 

607-277-4950   

sjb4@cornell.edu 

www.stanbowman.com  

Artist and   

Fine Art Giclee Printing  

 

I am an abstract artist by inclination. Even when I 

ÉÌÎÈÕɯÈÚɯÈɯ×ÏÖÛÖÎÙÈ×ÏÌÙɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯƕƝƙƔɀÚɯÔàɯÉÓÈÊÒɯ

and white images of subjects were organized with 

overall abstract patterns in mind. Places were 

important but so was the way the picture was 

organized in the frame. This attention to the 

abstract nature of imagery probably came 

originally from my years spent as an architect with 

its strong design emphasis, and my very intense 

interest in modernism with its focus on simplicity 

of form, shape and texture. These current images 

are for me a celebration of my interest in 

abstraction. But at the same time they have evolved 

from my explorations over the last twenty years of 

the computer and digital software as tools for 

creating art.  I now am pushing forward into new 

exciting territories in digital imaging using 

programs like Adobe Photoshop to create non-

representational abstract imagery, sometimes 

zooming in to feature pixels as the building blocks 

for abstract patterns.   

 

For me, discovery is the name of the game. 
 

Afternoon Swoon ɭForcing a Shift ɭ 

Slowly Moving  

 

 

Libby deProsse  
1007 Triphammer Rd 

Ithaca, NY 14850 

607 257-6678 

deprosse@lightlink.com 

 

 

 

 

When I retired I wanted to remember the sights I 

found as I travelled.  It is refreshing to enjoy the 

travels as I retire at my leisure.  Vistas are inspiring 

ɬ nature more than man-made buildings  
 

Santa Ana Pueblo, New Mexico  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:sjb4@cornell.edu
https://webmail.tcpl.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=2a80787dc1b7444b9e4051c1fd4a4692&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.stanbowman.com
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Norma Prendergast  
198 Buffalo Road 

Brooktondale, NY  14817 

607 539-7602 

 

 

 

 

 

Planning ahead for retirement, I joined Mary Jo 

+ÈÙÚÌÕɀÚɯÞÈÛÌÙÊÖÓÖÙɯÊÓÈÚÚɯÈÛɯ+ÐÍÌÓÖÕÎȭɯɯ(ɯÏÈËɯÕÌÝÌÙɯ

painted before.  She was a wonderful teacher and 

taught me to look at the world in a whole new way

-an incredible gift.  Those habits of observation 

have enriched my life immensely; the paintings 

themselves are just a by-product!  

 

 

Flowers, IɭFlowers, II  

 

 

 

 

George Rhoads 
c/o ARTWISE 

607 257-4861 

artwise88@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

These paintings come to me without my conscious 

decision.  I create and modify them without 

recourse to any performed criterion.  This makes 

them difficult for me to talk about or explain.  

All I can say is that I am grateful for this gift and 

for being able  to pass on the results. 

 

Marshland Moonrise, 2009 ɭAutumn Grove, 2006  

Cayuga Bluff, 2008  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:artwise88@gmail.com
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Daphne Sola  
Sola Gallery 

DeWitt Mall  

215 N. Cayuga Street 

Ithaca, NY 14850 

607 272-6552 

solagallery@gmail.com 

www.solagallery.com  

 

My primary interest has always been in works on 

paper, using various techniques; etching, 

embossing, silkscreens with hand-cut stencils.  My 

fascination with paper turned in a new direction 

after a stay in Japan, where I learned Japanese 

methods of papermaking.  Images are created as I 

screen the wet fibre on to blankets, frequently 

adding collage of archival materials:  silk, gold and 

silver threads, antique Chinese papers. 

 

My work in printmaking includes abstracts, line 

drawings and landscapes that reflect the local 

terrain as well as the Andean mountains (where I 

have spent many years.)  My paper works now 

include handmade poem books. 

 

A Last mention:  With many years practicing and 

teaching ballet, I have dance prints which reflect 

ÔàɯÒÕÖÞÓÌËÎÌɯÖÍɯËÈÕÊÌÙÚɀɯÉÖËÐÌÚȰɯɯÛÏÌàɯÍÈÐÙÓàɯ

sprint off the page. 

 

 

First Light, Cayuga ɭSummer, Cayugaɭ

'ÖÞÈÙËɀÚɯ#ÖÊÒ   
 
 

Louise Rossmann 
P.O. Box 65 

8 Orchard Lane 

Aurora, NY 13026 

315-364-8897 

edlou@rochester.rr.com 

 
 

My favorite medium is pencil because it can be 

erased.  I find watercolor a challenge.  The support 

and encouragement of my fellow artists at the 

LifeLong Learning Center in Ithaca is of great 

value to me. 

 

Clay PotsɭBunny and Poppy  

 

 

 

http://www.solagallery.com/
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Ellie Jones 
319 N. Tioga St. 

Ithaca, NY 14850 

607 277-1105 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My paintings come out of a personal response to 

my environment and experience.  It is the language 

I use to translate and record to myself and my 

fellows, my feelings about places, people and 

objects that please me visually and challenge me 

artistically.  

 

Each new image encompasses an intellectual and 

exciting adventure into colors, design and ideas.  

To say I love this process would be an 

understatement!  Painting nourishes and sustains 

me.  I consider it my small contribution to the 

common good. 

 

 

Rooftops # 1ɭRooftops # 2ðRooftops #3 

 

 

 

Mary Lou Charles  
1636 Poplar Ridge Rd. 

Aurora, NY 13026 

315 363-7391 

 

 
 

 

 

After I retired from a long career in nursing 10 

years ago, I started watercolor painting at Lifelong.  

,àɯÈÐÔɯÐÚɯÛÖɯÊÈ×ÛÜÙÌɯÞÈÛÌÙÊÖÓÖÙɀÚɯÚ×ÌÊÐÈÓɯÎÓÖÞɯÖÙɯ

ÛÙÈÕÚ×ÈÙÌÕÊàȭɯɯ3ÏÖÜÎÏɯ(ɀÝÌɯÞÖÙÒÌËɯÖÕɯÔÈÕàɯÚÛÐÓÓɯ

lifes and landscapes, because I like people and 

animals so much, I am drawn to working in 

portraits.  

 

Blue Bottle ɭBrodyɭMary Jo 
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Ben Sherman 
347 Crumtown Rd 

Spencer, NY 14883 

607 589-4488 

 

(ɀÝÌɯÉÌÌÕɯÞÙÐÛÐÕÎɯÈÙÛÐÚÛɯÚÛÈÛÌÔÌÕÛÚɯ

now going on 50 years.  Succinctly 

ɬ the subject matter of art is 

universal.  In the case of sculpture, the power and 

insights of the ancients have rarely been surpassed 

ɬ ÈÕËɯÐÛɀÚɯÈɯ×ÙÐÝÐÓÌÎÌɯÛÖɯÊÖÕÛÐÕÜÌɯÛÏÈÛɯÓÌÎÈÊàɯÖÕɯÈÕàɯ

level. 

 

In our culture, my culture, among the local people 

and friends I live and associate with, the question 

remains:  Why do we relate to the world the way 

we do, from the effects of pop culture on our daily 

lives to our reactions to torture and genocide?  

Most of my work is directed toward adding a 

ÍÜÙÛÏÌÙɯÓÈàÌÙɯÖÍɯÜÕËÌÙÚÛÈÕËÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÛÏÌÚÌɯÐÚÚÜÌÚȭɯɯ(ɀÔɯ

hoping for a revelation either from within or 

without ɬ the work being a catalyst toward that 

end. 

 

Unfortunately, history keeps repeating itself.  

Ultimate issues of peace and war are never 

resolved.  Some artists try to find answers, as do 

many other good people.  I look at the great body 

of knowledge we have and the regressive state of 

our planet ɬ ÈÕËɯ(ɯÑÜÚÛɯËÖÕɀÛɯÜÕËÌÙÚÛÈÕËɯÐÛȭ 

 

Spencer, My Town  

 

Ruth Schwarz  
2 Fairway Dr.  

Ithaca NY 14850 

607 273-9410 

rsb2@cornell.edu 

 

I painted, drew and doodled all through my 

childhood in pre -World War II Germany.  But after 

leaving for England in early 1939 I lost my urge 

and apparently the ability to draw or paint at all.  

They surfaced unexpectedly again after I finished 

my Ph.D dissertation in Chemistry.  I began taking 

evening and vacation courses in drawing, and oil 

painting and, since retiring, in watercolor.  I find 

watercolor both challenging and rewarding.   

Painting the outdoors provides unending interest 

and pleasure.  I love it. 
 

Landscape with Lake ɭTrees in Misty Moonlight   
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Gurdon Brewster  
376 Shaffer Rd 

Newfield, NY 14867 

607 564-9569 

gurdonbrewster@gmail.com 

 

I have worked in sculpture since high school, 

finding in plasticene   (clay) the ideal medium for 

my hands, and bronze the ideal substance for my 

finished work. My sculptures, focusing on the 

human figure, are relatively small because I can 

afford to have them cast and people can enjoy 

purchasing small sculptures. I try to express what I 

feel about the human condition. Having 

seen poverty, especially in India, and because I am 

drawn to spiritual  issues, my sculptures often 

reflect the human struggle as well as the spiritual 

quest. Some of my sculptures express the 

exuberance of dance, such as my sculpture of Jesus 

and Buddha dancing together. My  next project will 

be a life size bronze. 

 

I have my sculptures cast using the lost wax 

process, which requires many steps between the 

clay and the final patina. I cast in bronze because 

for me, bronze is so beautiful. 

 

Jesus and Buddha Dancing Together   

Welcome HomeɭMale DancesɭMiriam  

 

 

Marian Van Soest  
311 #2 Strawberry Hill Circle 

Ithaca, NY 14850 

mhvs@clarityconnect.com 

 

I recall wanting to be an artist 

from a very early age.  After my children were 

launched, I studied landscape and housing design 

and eventually took up watercolor painting as a 

post-retirement career.  This wonderful medium is 

portable, brilliant, and perfect for achieving 

dramatic effects of light and dark. I still love it, but 

I have also worked with oils, acrylics, and mixed 

media, which permit experimentation with 

textured surfaces, rich color, and more abstract 

ËÌÚÐÎÕÚȭɯɯ3ÏÐÚɯÕÌÞɯɁÊÈÙÌÌÙɂɯÐÚɯÝÌÙàɯÊÏÈÓÓÌÕÎÐÕÎɯÈÕËɯ

infinitely enjoyable.  
 

Persimmon and PomegranateɭFour Pears  

mailto:gurdonbrewster@gmail.com
mailto:mhvs@clarityconnect.com

